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THE CHAI RVAN: Good afternoon, everyone, wel cone.

I hope you won't weren't misled by the sign in the

| obby. 1s this helping at all? Can you hear ne any
better when | do this? No? That's fine, I'll just
try and speak |oudly.

| hope you weren't nmisled by the sign in the
| obby which says the neeting began at 1:00 o'clock, it
was advertised as 1:30, so we nmade our tinmetable up
accordi ngly.

This is a neeting of the Al berta Federa
El ectoral Boundaries Conm ssion, as distinguished from
the Provincial bodies which are hol di ng heari ngs
concurrently. So our business of course, is to
redesi gn the boundaries of the Federal Electora
districts.

The purpose of the meeting is to consider the
Proposal whi ch we have nade and which appears inits
formal formas follows, and | think nost people who
didn't have one, have picked one up at the front desk
There are no nore on hand, so if anybody didn't get
one who w shes one, would you please | eave your name
with the Commission Secretary after the neeting and
she'll be glad to mail you one.

The proposal is also found on the web site and
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again, the Secretary will give you that address and it
appeared in summary formin the handout whi ch appeared
in the maj or newspapers and it |ooked like that. W
have as well, a booklet called Representation in the
House of Commons of Canada, which is very informative,
and | recomend it to you reading if you have an
interest in the subject of the allocation of seats for
the House of Commons in Canada generally, and in each
Province. It will show you how that formula was
arrived at.

I will introduce the Commission. M nane is
MacCal lum | am a Judge of the Court of Queen's Bench
of Alberta in Ednonton. To ny left is Donald J.

Barry. M. Barry is a Political Scientist who teaches
at the University of Calgary. To ny right is Ritu
Khul l ar, a Lawyer practicing in Ednonton.

My fell ow Comm ssioners were appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Commons, | was appoi nted by
the Chief Justice of Al berta.

The staff, Mranda Petryshyn, the Commi ssion
Secretary. Dawn Mat hews, the Geography Specialist and
our Reporter today is Sonja Petryshyn.

Before | forget, when people cone up to present
or to ask questions later on, | want you to cone to
t he podi um pl ease, and use the m crophone and nake
sure that you speak slowy enough because everything

you say will be taken down the Reporter and a
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transcript will be prepared and it is on the basis of
this transcript that we have to review your
suggestions or criticisnms, so we want to make sure
that we get everything that you say.

I will describe the process briefly to you. W
are an i ndependent Conmi ssi on appoi nted under the
auspi ces of the Federal El ectoral Boundaries
Readj ust nrent Act of 1985.

We are intended to be and we are an i ndependent
Comm ssion entirely free fromany political or
administrative influence. W are expected to
interpret and serve the public interest in a w de
sense and that involves deciding and eval uati ng,
bal anci ng conpeting interests so we have to take a
rather general view of things in many cases and cannot
al ways accommodate the w shes of small or nore narrow
i nterests.

We wel cone constructive suggestions of course,
but as | said, you nust understand that everything
nust be evaluated in a rather general sense. W have
to take a big picture. So if your particular point of
view is not adopted by us, | hope you won't fee
aggrieved and you will understand that it sinply forns
part of the general considerations we have to nake.

What ever we do, of course, you may rest assured
that your contribution will be seriously eval uated.

The final word in the process is ours, but the
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process is consultative. W nust follow the | ega
gui del i nes set out under Section 15 of the Act and
under Section 3 of the Constitution of Canada.

We hold public hearings followi ng the preparation
of our Proposal and that, of course, one of those
public hearings is what we are doing today. W expect
to be finished themby the end of this nonth.

After we do that, we will re-evaluate our
Proposal in light of the suggestions and criticisns
whi ch have been made and that will go to the Speaker
of the House and fromthat office to a Conmmittee of
the House of Commobns charged with the task of
eval uating our Proposal.

The Menbers of Parlianent will then have their
turn to voice their objections or nmake suggestions and
after we receive and consi der those objections from
the Menbers of Parlianent, we will nodify the Report,
if we deem advi sable, and then send the final product
to the Chief Electoral Oficer who drafts a
Representati on Order which then goes to the Governor
in Council for Proclamation into | aw.

Al of this will be done by July of 2003, next
year. The new boundaries thus established, however
do not go into effect until after June of 2004, so
that if an election is called before then, it will be
hel d upon the basis of the ridings as they now exist.

The obj ect of our exercise today, |adies and
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gentl enmen, has to do with electoral boundary

readj ustment and not with the redistribution formula,
whi ch all ocates the nunmber of seats to the various

Pr ovi nces.

There is wi despread interest in the subject we
know, and if you want further information about it,
the formula is illustrated on that placard on the
wall. And you could ask one of us later on for a
further explanation if you desire one, but all you
really need to know for the purposes of our neeting,
is that Al berta has been awarded 28 seats as a result
of the 1991 Census. The popul ation of Al berta having
risen to 2.9 nmillion. There formerly were and there
are at this moment 26 Menbers of Parlianent
representing Alberta in the House of Conmons.

The average or provincial quotient applying to
each seat in the Province in the future is based on
the popul ation of 106,243 people. So if each seat in
the Province were equally represented in terms of the
popul ati on, that would be the popul ati on of each
riding, and as you will see, as you probably know,
fromreadi ng our Proposal that will not be the case.

However, we are required under Section 15 of the
Act to create electoral districts or ridings or
constituencies, whatever you want to call them which
are as close as reasonably possible to that figure

We can vary fromit in consideration of historica
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pattern, for exanmple, or to serve community of
interest, or if there are special cases dictated by
the size or thinning popul ation of a riding.

We have two people who have notified us of their
intent to present today, so we won't be pressed for
time. We do set atine linmt of 15 minutes for the
Presenters. During the presentation, | or ny fell ow
Conmi ssioners nmay intervene at any point for
clarification, but we will try to let you speak
without interruption if possible.

I will have to enforce relevancy if a subject is
rai sed over which we have no control, for exanple, the
al l ocation of seats is sonething we accept. It's 28
and there's nothing we can do about it and nothing you
can do about it except through your Menber of
Par | i ament .

| refer you to page 1 of our Proposal which sets
out in summary formthe basis for the allocation of
seats in this Province, and | reconrend it to your
readi ng.

The Presenters may put questions to us during the
course of their presentations if they wish. W won't
answer themright away, we mght wait until the
Comm ssioners -- or at least until the Presenters are
finished talking and then if they have left sone part
of their 15 mnute allocation free, we will glad to

answer their questions then if we can or if we can't,
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we wWill sinmply take it under advisenment and give it
the attention it deserves |later on

There will be no questions or subnissions from
the floor as of right, but if time pernmits, and we
deemit advisable at the end of the presentations, we
m ght permit questions fromthe floor, or indeed,
commentary fromthose present.

And the first Presenter, according to nmy list, is
M. Davie Barnes from Wstlock. M. Barnes
DAVI E BARNES: Good afternoon. |Is this thing
live? GOkay, thanks very nuch.

Well, We'll get organized here yet. Thank you
very much for the chance to speak to you fol ks, and
good afternoon, and | wish you well in your work.

| synpathize with the difficulties you face in
sorting out districts in an area like northern Al berta
with the diverse popul ation and physical restraints.

I think you' ve done pretty well so far, | would just
like to make a little bit of suggestion

And | guess, getting things a little backward, |
shoul d i ntroduce nyself. | am Davie Barnes from
Westlock. M interest is, | have friends and
acquai ntances in the Athabasca area that had asked ne
to speak. Years ago | used to be an Al berta Weat
Pool delegate for that area and | cane to know t he
peopl e around there fairly well. And | would like to

suggest that as one slight alteration to your program
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that you run the boundary between At habasca, Westl ock
St. Paul along the equal boundary to the Fort MMirray
-- not Fort McMurray -- Gande Prairie riding. Can
you just pop your -- okay, there you are.

The line, see where it cones down at the bottom
of the riding to the west of us should run right along
the top of Township 68. And the reason for the
t hi nking behind this is that is just about the
approxi mate boundary of the end of surveyed
agricultural land in the eastern half of the Province,
and there is quite a difference of lifestyles between
the area south of that and the area north. Fromthere
on down, it's mainly agricultural based and the
interests of the community are based, as | say, nore
on agriculture. Fromthere up, it's mainly resource
extraction oriented.

It's like two different |ifestyles altogether
And though this, the map that was shown in the paper
shows the surveyed area, the |and surveyed area there
and the top of Township 68 will just about divide that
area off fromthe rest of the northern part of the
east half of the Province.

So this is a suggestion, whether you take it to
heart or not, it would nake the administration of each
district, the representation of it, much easier for
whoever gets elected to run either one of them They

woul d both be nore honbgenous conmunities and it's
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sonething to keep in mnd.

|"ve got also a little summary of ny presentation

here if | -- should | leave it with you?
CHAI RVAN: Yes. Yes pl ease.
DAVI E BARNES: | think that's about it. [|'mnot

going to take too nuch tinme unless you have sone
guestions or?

CHAI RVAN: Do you have any questions? The
Secretary will get your copy, sir. Thanks very nuch,
M. Barnes. That's very hel pful to have that copy and
it helps us to sit down at our |leisure and | ook at the

map and see exactly what you're --

DAVI E BARNES: Driving at. GCkay. Thank you very
much.
CHAI RVAN: You' ve been very clear, sir, and

very succinct. Thank you. W have no questions for

you.
DAVI E BARNES: Thank you
CHAI RVAN: The next gentleman on t he agenda

is avery famliar name, M. Frank Appl eby from

At habasca

FRANK APPLEBY: Thank you very nuch.

M. Chairman, Menbers of the Conm ssion, staff
nmenbers. It's certainly a pleasure to be able to
appear before you today and express sonme of ny

t hought s about the boundaries job and the Commi ssion

And | realize only too well that the difficult task
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you have had because so nuch of this redistribution of
boundaries is based on popul ation and that makes it
very difficult for you

I'"d like to give you a little bit about ny own
background. | was born on a honestead about ten mles
sout heast of Athabasca, many, nany years ago as you
can well see. Pushing up towards my 89th birthday now
actually. And | was a Federal returning officer here
in this Athabasca constituency for a nunber of years,
1958, 1962, 1963, 1965 and 1968, working under both
Li beral and Conservative CGovernnents and working very
well with all the authorities that we have.

We have nade some changes during the period that
| was Returning O ficer and one of the nost dramatic
changes was At habasca, instead of being tied on to
Fort McMurray, was tied into a new constituency called
Penmbi na which took in Athabasca al nobst at the northern
boundary and then noved south and actually took in
parts of six constituencies, sone of themright around
the Cty of Ednonton. In fact, we had one polling
station on the Calgary Trail south of Ednonton for
that constituency. That only lasted a couple of
el ections, but it was certainly a great change for the
peopl e of Athabasca and the people in sone parts of
Ednonton as wel | .

| was also very interested in this because

served in the Provincial Legislature for a nunber of
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years too. Well acquainted with this whole area
West | ock, Athabasca and the surrounding area, and as
Dave Barnes has said today, we feel that things have
changed over the years.

| notice in your brochure you say you can take a
| ook at community identities, community interests, and
historical patterns, but | also realize that you're
restricted to sone extent in |ooking at those things,
and | think that sonmething in the past that has not
occurred and shoul d perhaps occur in the future, is a
little closer | ook at geographical differences and
transportation differences. That's a very inportant
part of it.

You know, when | was first returning officer, |
used go to Fort McMurray, the only way to go was get
on a train over at Boyle and travel to Fort McMirray
and hope you get there the sane day. And we didn't go
to Fort McMurray. We only went to a place called
Wat erways, three nmiles fromFort McMirray, and there
they could unload the train, put things on the
riverboat and ship themto the north.

Fort McMurray, believe it or not, in those days,
had | ess than half the popul ation of the Town of
At habasca. And how dramatically that has changed
Today, Fort McMurray has nore than 20 tines the
popul ati on of the Town of Athabasca.

If you Il ook at Northern Al berta, we see Fort
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McMurray with three massive oil sands plants, another
one on the drawi ng board. W see oil sands

devel opnents over at Wabasca, out of there the @ulf
plants, we see over as far as Peace River actually

oi | sands across there. They go east to Prinrose Lake,
north of Bonnyville and Cold Lake and nore oil sands
plants. And the whole thing is concentrated on that
Fort McMurray area, where there's huge devel opnents
taking place right now

Looking at the historical pattern, nany years ago
At habasca was the hub of transportation, exploration
for the north. Explorers came through there. Peter
Tom cane t hrough there to establish the Northwest
Tradi ng Conpany tradi ng posts. David Thonpson cane
through At habasca to set up the mappi ng program for
the Federal CGovernnent throughout that area. And
actual ly, Al exander MKenzie, on one of his historic
journeys to the north started out from At habasca and
that was a pattern in those days. 1In the 17th and
18th Century, that's what was happening. That was the
hi storical pattern we had.

And then things started to change because in 1912
the railroad came to Athabasca and the influx of
settlers from Europe, the Ukraine, Poland, Romani a,
Hungaria, the British Isles, Eastern Canada, the
United States, all started to come towards Athabasca

many of them And they settled there and honest eaded



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

13

there and started to devel op the land. The river
traffic with the boats, the steanboats, the barges
the scows, started to fade away because the railroad
cane into Fort McMurray and Athabasca and that was
happeni ng, the fur trade dropped away.

Actual ly, that was fromthereon, with the
honest eadi ng of their |land, the devel opnent of the
agricultural area, that the thoughts about the north
started to fade out of the mnds of the |ocal people,
and we began to | ook south, to the area to the south.

We had farm produce to ship, it had to go south
We had various anenities that we needed, we had to
| ook to the south for that. W particularly
At habasca, | ooks toward Westlock for a great nany
things. W have a seed nm |l there, we have two
auction markets there where our livestock is marketed,
we have a sophisticated town services there, and al
sorts of things.

You night say, well, you can still get those with
the Federal boundaries. But it makes it awkward
because, as Dave Barnes has said, the line is drawn
across and we're going to have, in our County of
At habasca, if that proposal goes through, we would
have two MPs, both serving parts of that one County
and that's an awkward situation

Sone peopl e you know, have a strange idea,

they're saying oh, well, we're better off if we have
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MPs, we can work on each one of them |In

ny experience in the past has been that if you nore

one MP representing the area, they can easily slough

of f and say,

take it to hi

no, that's that guy's responsibility, you

m So that's what happens. Here we are

today and we think that with a | ot has changed, we

don't have any conmon interest with Fort McMirray. W

respect Fort

devel opnent t

McMurray, we know it's a wonderful

here, but we don't have any common

interest with them

But we have our interests towards the south,

towards the east, towards the west, agriculture, and

those sort of

devel opments. Another interesting

factor is these people that cane have continued to

develop their cultural activities and they go to

various parts of the Province, in our area and the

south, to carry on -- the Ukrainian dancers go to put

on concerts i

n various places, the Scottish have their

Burns' Night cel ebrations on there, but none of this

is tied into

| expect

Fort McMurray.

if we went to Fort McMurray, we'd find

sonme great celebrations going on with the

Newf oundl anders up there, but we don't have those down

i n At habasca

So what we are asking for is to take a | ook at

those boundaries, get nmore of Athabasca in there and

the County.

Dave Barnes has suggested that we go up
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to Township 68, and | think the last Township in the
County is 69, the boundary up to 69, so that would be
the boundary there, at the end 68.

| think if you could take into consideration sone
of those factors, the comunity interest, the
conmunity identity, the historical patterns that have
devel oped and the great change that's conme about in
that historical pattern. These things should be very
hi ghl y consi dered by the Conmi ssion

| notice fromthe popul ation that the proposed
boundaries will give about 88,000, | know your quota
i s supposed to be about 79, 000.

One thing about the Fort McMurray area, there's
no doubt about it that even since the |last census,
there has been considerable increase in the popul ation
there and by the next census coning around, | think
Fort McMurray will probably qualify for a constituency
all of its own. But that's sonmething we will have to
| ook forward to.

What we're asking today and we have a big
representation fromthe County of Athabasca here,
think we have 11 people or nore, besides people from
West | ock, Dave Barnes, and they are all interested in
t he same thing.

That's our concern, l|lady and gentl emen and
hopefully you'll take this into serious consideration

Thank you very much
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CHAI RVAN: M. Appl eby, rest assured that we
will take it into -- give it our serious concern. It
is certainly a privilege, sir, to hear from soneone of
your stature and experience in this area.

KHULLAR: | would just like to thank you

M. Appleby, for the history lesson, it was very
informative and | could only learn from presentations
i ke yours and M. Barnes, and | really appreciate it.
Thank you.

BARRY: Yes, indeed. Thank you very nuch
for that very hel pful presentation

CHAI RVAN: Yes, sir, what you say about Fort
McMurray, of course, is very true. In 1991, the
popul ati on of the Athabasca riding was 80,261, in
2001, it was 93,191 owing alnost entirely to the
increases in the Gty of Fort MMirray.

So in setting the proposed popul ati on at 88, 000
or thereabouts as we have done, we have taken into
account the projected growh in Fort McMurray, such
that by the tinme the next census rolls around, it
shoul d be at or near the present provincial quota that
is for this redistribution of 106,243. W expect that
to happen, so although it is |low at the nonent, it
shoul d cone up.

And peopl e shoul d understand | think, and sone
don't, that to the extent that the popul ation of a

proposed riding is below the quota of 106,000, the
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voters are enpowered. Their vote is worth nore. To
the extent that it exceeds that figure, their vote is
diluted. So the people in the proposed riding will
have an advant age over some others in the Province in
the short term at |east, according to our proposal
It is not sonmething that is w dely understood, but
peopl e should -- just renmenber that if we set the
popul ati on of a proposed riding | ower than sonmebody
el se's, they're not being disadvantaged. On the
contrary, they are being empowered.

M. Appl eby, thanks very much again.
CHAI RVAN: Now, obviously we have sone tine
left, |ladies and gentlenen, so we'd be pleased to have
sort of an informal exchange with you. But the sane
rules will have to apply, because everything nust be

recorded, we would ask you to come to the podi um

identify yourself, and then we'll have a chat.
SHEI LA FOLEY: CGood afternoon. M nane is Sheila
Foley and I'mthe Reeve -- |I'mthe Reeve with the MD.

of Lesser Slave River --

CHAI RIVAN: Can we ask you to point that out
pl ease, to show us where that is?

SHEI LA FOLEY: Actual Iy, you have us included
here. The only point, and it will be quite apparent
when | tell you what ny concern is, or not really a
concern. \Were the Westlock boundary is proposed and

the County of Athabasca would prefer to be included in
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the Westlock area proposal, that's there, which woul d
be from | think the gentleman said from Township 69
and sout h.

Qur nunicipality then, that bottom south chunk
woul d be just cut off fromthe regular representation
of the larger portion of our nunicipality. So we have
no objection to you adjusting the boundary to
accommpdat e the County of Athabasca, the only thing
that we would ask that not to cut that little portion
of f right down bel ow where your cursor is, there, not
to cut that off fromthe rest of our nunicipality.
Even though it is a small farm ng community, we would
like you to foll ow our east boundary on our
nmuni ci pality at that point.

And we' re not speaking about a | ot of popul ation
in there, so it's not going to skew your popul ation
count, but the reason is is we would have one snall
portion of our nunicipality covered by another M
which we would prefer that not to be the case

It's a small farm ng comunity. Be south, you
know where Hondo is?

CHAI RIVAN: Yes.

SHEI LA FOLEY: Sout h of Hondo down to Fl at bush
That's the area there that we would like to be
retained within our larger municipality.

CHAI RVAN: Does that go into the nmunicipality

of --
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SHEI LA FOLEY: That northern end is not a big
concern to us because it's pretty well resource and

i ndustry based, but it's just that little portion in
the south that sonetines gets the feeling that they
are left out of a lot of decision-making issues and
think if you put themin a separate Federal boundary,
they woul d have sone concerns about that. Just foll ow
our municipal boundary there and we'd be very happy.
That's basically what you have done now. | can show
you on this map if you would |ike?

CHAI RVAN: Yes. So where you are now lies to
the north of the proposed northern boundary of

Westl ock - St. Paul ?

SHEI LA FOLEY: Exactly.

CHAI RVAN: And you' d be quite happy to be in
Westl ock - St. Paul ?

SHEI LA FOLEY: No, we don't. W want to stay

wi thin the Athabasca riding.

CHAI RIVAN: Ch you do?

SHEI LA FOLEY: Wth the rest of our nunicipality.
This is all of our nunicipality in here.

CHAI RVAN: Oh.

SHEI LA FOLEY: And it's just a little chunk down
here to the south. This is all of ours, yes. Wll
not into Wabasca but -- the area that you pretty well
have highlighted, it's all our nunicipality and if it

was just a little bit over here to the --
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CHAI RVAN: Just past the 5th Meridian there?
SHEI LA FOLEY: Yes.
CHAI RVAN: OCkay. So it would come down here

and then back up and across?
SHEI LA FOLEY: Yes, and we woul d have no
objection to that and that would retain our small
portion throughout the rest of our comunity.
CHAI RVAN: Ms. Fol ey, thank you very nuch
And next, please?
LORRAI NE G SLASON:  Thank you. Good afternoon
nmenbers of the Commission. M name is Lorraine
G sl ason.
CHAI RVAN: Coul d you spell your |ast nane?
LORRAINE G SLASON: It's Icelandic, it's very hard.
GIl-S-L-A-S-ON |'mReeve of the County of
At habasca. However, today |'m speaking as a resident
of the County. |In your proposal, the County is being
split in half, north and south. The County of
At habasca is primarily agriculture, reaching up to and
i ncludi ng Township 69. Therefore, we do not see the
advant age of being put with the northern region
primarily Fort McMurray which is, of course, the oi
and gas industry.

Fort McMurray is the only city in the proposed
area and is growi ng very rapidly according to al
reports. |If the boundary were adjusted to include al

of the County of Athabasca, the popul ation difference
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woul d be approximately 4,000 people. The popul ation

of the County, including the Town and the Village is

al nost 10,000 people, so if you split it in half, you
woul d be | osing approxi mately 4,000 peopl e.

My objection to the proposed change is that the
County will be split, and therefore, may be
represented by two MLAs and that -- I"'msorry, two
MPs, and that | believe, would not be to anyone's
advantage. Adjust the boundaries as you have to, but
pl ease take into consideration that the County should

be left as a whole. Thank you very much.

KHULLAR: Excuse ne, Ms. G slason?

LORRAI NE 3 SLASON:  Yes?

KHULLAR: | just want to clarify, |

under stand your point that you want the County totally
in one riding to be represented by one MP. Do you
have a preference as to which riding?

LORRAI NE G SLASON: W woul d prefer to go south.
KHULLAR: You'd prefer to go south?
LORRAI NE G SLASON: Because of our agricultural ties
and our trading patterns. W go south rather than
north, | mean trading patterns are traditionally from
the north to the south and we follow those.

KHULLAR: [''mjust wondering, what would be

nore inportant, to keep the County together in one
riding or to be oriented to the south? | nean, if it

was a choice of leaving the riding split or |eaving
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the County split or putting the County totally in

At habasca - Fort McMiurray --

LORRAI NE G SLASON: | woul d believe to keep the County

together, as a County.

KHULLAR: Ckay. Thank you

FRANK APPLEBY: | would just like to add a point,

M. Chairman?

CHAI RVAN: Yes, M. Appl eby?

FRANK APPLEBY: Frank Appl eby again. W have had

years gone by, sonme historical connection with Fort

McMurray because we were a frontier settlenment and the

trading, as | nmentioned earlier, goes on to the north.

That has gone now. W have absolutely, as far as

can tell, no economic or industrial connections with

Fort McMurray anynore. And since the devel opnent of

farmng area to the south, to the east, to the west,

that is where our interests lie and definitely the

County of Athabasca would be much better served by

being in that new constituency of Westlock - St. Paul
Not only for the industrial and agricultura

interests, but also for the cultural interests as

wel |, because many of the things that go on are

synonynous with what we have in the County of

At habasca. So | think it's very definite that, from

the point of viewthat | have talked to a great many

people, is that we definitely feel that our interests

are in the south.
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Thank you.
CHAI RVAN: Thanks again, M. Appleby. And
the next gentl eman who is approaching the m crophone?
EDGAR KOEHLER: My nane is Edgar Koehler and |I'ma

County Councillor with the County of Athabasca.

CHAI RVAN: Woul d you spell your |ast nane
pl ease?
EDGAR KCEHLER: K-OE-HL-EER And | amgoing to

do ny presentation based on ny area and ny personal

opinion on this, not on behalf of the County.

CHAI RVAN: That was the County of Athabasca?
EDGAR KOEHLER: County of Athabasca.

CHAI RVAN: But this is a personal view?
EDGAR KOEHLER: And actually, it's basically to

support what Ms. G slason has said and what
M. Appl eby has said.

I'"'ma resident of the Athabasca area and ny
famly was for years. | guess the traditional pattern
was right, like M. Appleby said, and he's a forner
teacher of nmne, so | have a |ot of respect for him

What we've got is that our railroad, as nmentioned
by M. Appleby, that cane in 1912 to Athabasca, our
whol e area has changed. W've lost our railroad. And
I live west of Athabasca which is in a good area where
M. Appleby lives too, but our trading pattern right
now, our grain flows basically to the Wstlock area.

Qur supplies, everything, so there is a lot in conmmon
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and to split that area, like was already said, for the
amount of gain in population for what's going to
happen McMurray wi se, | think woul d be unw se.

| really think that the boundary, just diverts
just south of the Village of Boyle through the County
of Athabasca, which splits our agricultural heart
i ndustry of the County and all our trade efforts.

So | woul d hope that you would definitely | ook at
what has been presented and | think probably we, as on
behal f of the County, will express in an officia
letter to you, on our opinions of this too. So,
appreciate your job. Thank you
CHAI RVAN: Thank you very much and that woul d
be nmost hel pful if you could I et us have a letter from
the County because whatever we do, we want to do it on
the basis of evidence and not whim of course. So we
have to be able to show that we've acted on the basis
of hard evi dence.

EDGAR KOEHLER: What we have is a |l ot of people
wi th not enough information, with not to nmake a
decision as council, but | think we will, we wll
definitely do that.

CHAI RVAN: Unfortunately, the map which is
attached to our proposal doesn't show the Town of
At habasca and |1'lIl have to ask you -- it does show
what purports to be the northerly limt of the

surveyed agricultural land, and |I'mjust asking you if
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that, if that boundary were followed, that is to the
north of Township 68 or 69, as it appears on this map,
would it include the area of Calling Lake and pl aces
just to the north of the river which are in your
tradi ng area?

EDGAR KOEHLER: Ch probably just south of Calling
Lake, yes, it would suffice, what we're asking for
yes.

KHULLAR: But it doesn't have to take in

Cal ling Lake?

EDGAR KOEHLER: It doesn't have to go, no, just
south of Calling Lake is where the agriculture

basi cal |y ends.

CHAI RVAN: Sure, but it shouldn't follow the
river, the boundaries of the river because, of course,
that woul d bisect part of the Athabasca community,
wouldn't it?

EDGAR KOEHLER: Well definitely. Anything north
of the Athabasca River it would, because we do have
agriculture in the bend of the river, to the north.

So yes, definitely.

CHAI RVAN: So the northerly boundary there
where | see Township 68, that projected east and west
woul d be a satisfactory northerly boundary, as far
you' re concer ned?

EDGAR KOEHLER: Wel |, the northern boundary of the

County woul d probably be the questi oned boundary
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t here.

CHAI RVAN: | see. Calling Lake is not in
that --

EDGAR KOEHLER: No, it's in -- which is just

north -- there you go. There is Calling Lake.
KHULLAR: And what's -- are those red lines

the Township |ines?

MATHEWS: Yes.
CHAI RIVAN: So that's 69 there?
EDGAR KHULLAR: So it would be just alittle bit

north of 69 then.

KHULLAR: So it would still cut the County
in half then?

CHAI RVAN: You have to go up. The yell ow

i ndi cates the County?

EDGAR KOEHLER: Yes.

CHAI RVAN: So the northeastern part of the
County is not your major concern for the purposes of
this electoral district?

EDGAR KCEHLER Vell, we're concerned with all of
the County but that area there -- they have a

di fferent concern than ny personal -- |I'mnot speaking
on behalf of the total County right now, but the area
| represent definitely is supportive of --

CHAI RVAN: | wonder, M. Koehler, when the
County responds officially by letter, would you

address that point?
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EDGAR KOEHLER: Definitely we will -- if we do, we
will give you a definite boundary map.

CHAI RVAN: Yes. County boundaries are not
necessarily or even desirably coterm nous wth

el ectoral districts for obvious reasons, but where it
is an often repeated request that we've heard that al
of the County or none of it should be included in one

of our proposed districts. So thank you very much for

that, sir.

EDGAR KOEHLER: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN: Yes M. Appl eby, please?

FRANK APPLEBY: | wasn't sure how many tines

will be limted to, but |I just wanted to follow up on

what Edgar was saying there, with discussion about
Cal l'i ng Lake.

Cal l'ing Lake Natives there are part of the
Bi gstone Band and the Bigstone Band is centered at
Wabasca. From Wabasca, there is trenendous
devel opnent in the oil sands east and west and north
fromthere, and nany of the Calling Lake residents
depend on the -- working in that area, up in the
Wabasca area, so it's not effected by changing the
County of Athabasca, which is clearly agricultura
practically, by having Calling Lake remain in the
constituency, as you have proposed.

| think that that's a factor you can readily take

i nto consi deration.
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Getting back to Fort McMurray again, | can't help
by getting back to that, because you have nenti oned,
M. Chairman, that you have taken into consideration
the possi bl e expansion of Fort McMurray, but at this
stage in the game, in ny opinion, | think it's al nost
i npossible to estinmate the expansion and the
popul ation of Fort McMurray down the road until the
next census, because | know a friend of mne who is up
there buil ding 60 houses at the present tine and these
houses are getting occupied as fast as he can build
them There are other contracts doing the sane sort
of thing.

So the popul ation is actually exploding up there
in Fort MMurray and | think you have a very difficult
task, M. Chairman and nmenbers of the Conmission, in
trying to estinmate what nay be the popul ation by the
tinme the next election rolls around.

Thank you.

KHULLAR: M. Appleby, if you don't nind,
woul dn't m nd asking you a question? Just in relation
to the discussion we were having with M. Koehler. If
-- what we've heard is that the proposal that the

nort hern boundary be the 69th Township, if that
happens the northern part of the County would be cut
off. What's your position? | just want to clarify

whet her you want the whole County --

MR, FRANK APPLEBY: Yes. The group over there to the
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west side, Flatbush and that area there, there would
be no problemas far as that's concerned, in having

them stay with Fort MMirray.

CHAI RVAN: You nean the northeast side, the

nort heast part of the County? South of the river?

FRANK APPLEBY: Nor t hwest .
MATHEWS: Wandering River
FRANK APPLEBY: Yes. And then Wandering River,

they have interests in the north too, so it mght be
sone change necessary there, as far as that's
concerned. But the general popul ation and the genera
area and the general economc interest and the genera
devel opnent in the County of Athabasca generally, the
whol e County practically, is to the south. There's
no doubt about that any nore.

| should mention that | have not prepared any
witten brief because I'mvisibly blind, I'mlegally
blind, actually, | can see to some extent. But we'll
try and put sonething together for you and get sone
help to do that so that you'll have something witten
in the future.
CHAI RVAN: We woul d greatly appreciate that,
sir, and I will tell you that following the concl usion
of our public hearings in the third week of OCctober,
we wll set to work on revising our prelimnary
Report, so the sooner we get all this material in from

all the various people, the happier we'll be. |I'm
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just going to pass the m ke over to respond nore
directly to the projected growmh of Fort MMirray.
BARRY: Thanks. The estimate we received,
we are basing our estimate on figures supplied by the
Cty of Fort McMurray. We're basing our estimate on
the figures supplied by the Gty of Fort McMiurray and
that figure suggests that the popul ation could grow as
much as 25,000 over the next ten years, which would
raise the total fromthe current |evel of about 48,000
up to 73.
FRANK APPLEBY: My estimate woul d be about double
over that period of time, but | don't think anybody
can realistically estimate what it will be.
CHAI RVAN: Quite so, sir. |It's not an exact
sci ence by any neans.

Yes, madanf?
LORRAI NE G SLASON:  Lorraine G slason again. | just
wanted to clarify the northeast portion of the County
and why we have not really included it in the boundary
line of Township 69. This portion of the County was
annexed to us about seven years ago and it is
primarily Wandering River. Their trade patterns are
still with Fort McMurray and or Lakel and,
Lac La Biche.

Needl ess to say, they are com ng south. The
school division, the school that they have in

Wandering River is not in our region, they go into
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Lakel and, so | do not think there is a problemif the
boundary line were cut off at Township 69, and pl ease
don't say 68, | live in 69. But |I don't think there
woul d be a problemif that portion of the County were
to go to the north, because of the fact that it's
new y annexed to the County. Yes, it was in the north

previous to that.

CHAI RVAN: Yes. Someone el se said 68, so
"1l make sure that you're speaking about 69
LORRAI NE G SLASON: Pl ease. 69, yes.

CHAI RVAN: Anybody el se? Thank you once nore
for comng. |It's been nost hel pful what we've heard
today, precisely this sort of thing that we want to
hear and whi ch we woul dn't get except from neetings
l'ike this.

So have a fine rest of the day and wi sh us well
in our further travels. W' re going back to Ednonton
tonight and we'll be very busy with the hearings in

there tonorrow.  Goodni ght.

PUBLI C HEARI NG CONCLUDED
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