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Public Hearing held at the Red Deer Lodge, 17th Cctober,

2002, Red Deer, comencing at 6 p.m
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THE CHAI RVAN: Ladi es and gentl enmen, we'll have

to start. People are still comng in, but we have so
little time available for the conpletion of our job
that we'd better make a start at it anyway.

I'd like to wel cone you all to this, the Red Deer
Public Hearing of the Federal El ectoral Boundaries
Conmi ssion. W are here tonight to consider the
proposal s whi ch we published and which appear in this
formin hard copy, and a copy -- copies of which are
avail abl e at the back of the room

The proposals, in summary form also canme out in
the maj or newspapers in this form and we have as well
a supply of these booklets entitled REPRESENTATI ON in
the House of Commobns of Canada, and it is a very
useful booklet, and it's full of good information, so
| encourage you to access these sources.

W are, as well, on the web with all of these
publications, and our website address can be gotten
fromthe secretary of the Commssion. Ch, there it
is. GCkay.

Sir, I think there's one seat up here.

Qur voices fromhere are not anplified. W have
m cr ophones whi ch are used for the recordi ng purposes

only. The speaker's voice, however, will be anplified
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because anyone who speaks nust do so fromthe podi um
and | would ask the speakers to be slow in what they
say because the reporter has to keep up. Everything
that is said at this hearing is being taken down
verbatimand will formpart of the public record.

Let me introduce the Conmmission. M nane is
MacCal lum ['ma judge of the Court of Queen's Bench
of Alberta fromEdmonton. On ny right is Ms. Rtu
Khul lar, a practicing |lawer from Ednonton. On ny
left is M. Don Barry, a political scientist teaching
at the University of Calgary. M colleagues were
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Commons. |
was appoi nted by the Chief Justice of A berta. Qur
reporter for today is Debbie Ragan, and she's on the
far left. Seated next to her is Mranda Petryshyn,
the Conmi ssion secretary. And Dawn Matthews, who is
manni ng the technol ogy here, is our geography expert
from G tawa.

The process of the Comm ssion, briefly speaking,
is as follows. W are appointed under the Federa
El ectoral Boundari es Readjustnment Act of 1985. W are
i ntended to be and we are free of any political or
adm nistrative influence. W are expected to
interpret and serve the public interest in a w de
sense, which invol ves bal anci ng and deci di ng as
bet ween conpeting interests. W wel cone constructive

suggestions, but you nust understand that these
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suggesti ons and subm ssi ons nmust be evaluated in a
general context, in other words, we take the big
picture, and so if a particular point of viewwhich is
not -- which is offered to us is not adopted, please
doesn't feel insulted or slighted in any way. W are
sinmply applying the aw, as we nust, and exerci sing
our discretion that is given to us. W wll, let me
assure you, carefully evaluate all submni ssions giving
each one the attention it deserves.

The final word in the process is ours, but the
process is consultative. W nust follow the | ega
gui del i nes set out under Section 15 of the Act, and
you'll find an explanation of that in this booklet as
well as in nore summary formin the proposal itself,
the formal proposal which we've published on page 1.

We hold public hearings, of which this is one,
and we will change our proposal if we deemit
advi sable in view of what we hear at these public
heari ngs.

W will then prepare our report, which goes to
t he Speaker of the House of Commons, and thenst to a
comm ttee where the menbers of the House of Commons,
the Menbers of Parlianent, will consider it and wll
have their -- a chance to voice their objections, if
any.

After we have received and considered those

obj ections from Menbers of Parlianent, we will nodify
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the report again, if we deemit advisable.

Qur final report is then sent to the Chief
El ectoral Oficer, who drafts a representation order
and this goes to the Governor in Council for
proclamation. All of this is done before July of
2003.

The new boundari es thus established are not in
effect for a year fromthat date; so if an election is
call ed before July of 2004, it will be contested on
the basis of the existing riding boundaries.

The object of this exercise tonight, |adies and
gentlenmen, is electoral boundary readjustnent, and it
is not the redistribution formula which allocates the
nunber of seats to the various provinces. That matter
is fixed by law, but | nust say that we've received
many questions about it and comments on it, so I'm
just going to take a few very mnutes to explainit,
once and for all. The subject is not open for
di scussion or debate at this neeting.

You start with 282 seats, which existed in 1985
in the House of Commpns. You subtract three seats,
one for each of the Northern Territories: Nunavit,
the Northwest Territories and the Yukon. That |eaves
you 279 seats. You divide 279 into the popul ati on of
the ten provinces of Canada, and you conme up wi th what
is known as the national quotient. That nationa

quotient is then divided into the popul ati on of each
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province, and you are left with the nunber of seats
all ocated to each province. It is a theoretica

figure because there are two special clauses which
nmust be applied. By virtue of the senatorial
exenption, no province will have fewer seats in the
House of Commons than it had senators in 1915, and no
province will have fewer Menbers of Parliament than it
had Menbers of Parliament during the 33rd Parlianent
in 1976. In the result, Ontario, British Colunbia and
Al berta are allocated their nunber of seats by strict
arithmetic, which I've just described. The other
seven provinces get nore seats than they woul d

ot herwi se have, the reason for that being that they're
not growi ng and the other three provinces are. There
you are. All you have to renenber for tonight's
purposes is Alberta has 2.9 nillion people. It has

26 seats at this nonment, and it's going to have 28.
The quotient for Alberta, the average riding

popul ation is 106, 243.

We are required under Section 15 of the Act to
arrange boundary ridings which have the result that
the popul ation of each riding shall be, as nearly as
practically possible, 106,243. That is our first
obj ecti ve.

There are secondary factors we can take into
account like conmunities of interest, for exanple, the

historical pattern of ridings, for exanple, and
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special attention or special treatnment which should be
paid to ridings which are very thinly popul ated and
cover a very |large geographic area. That becones a
real factor in Northern Al berta, for exanple. You may
or may not know that the geographical center of
Alberta is near Swan Hills. North of Swan Hills there
are two ridings. South of Swan Hills there will be 26
ri dings, so you can imagine the size of the

Peace R ver and the Athabasca ridings.

The hearing procedure is this. Fifteen mnutes
per speaker. The Conmi ssioners may intervene at any
time. The speakers will be given a warning when they
have three mnutes left. W have |ots of
representations toni ght, |adies and gentlenen. | hope
you won't think I"'mrude if | have to rem nd you that
your time is up. |It's only fair to the others who
fol |l ow.

I will have to enforce rel evancy. | know that
there's many issues people like to speak about
concerning the electoral process, but, as | said, the
only thing that concerns us is the electoral boundary
readj ust ment .

The presenters may put questions to us in the
course of their remarks. W won't answer themright
away, but if they allow us enough time between the
conclusion of their remarks and the 15 mnutes, we'll

try to give theman answer, or at |east take it under
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advi sement for |ater consideration.

There won't be any questions or submnmissions from
the floor. Al notices of representati on were due on
the 26th of Septenber. W wouldn't have tinme for it
anyway because we have about 20 presenters tonight.
W' Il have to take a break after a few hours to give
the reporter sonme rest and give everybody else a
chance to go to the bathroom or whatever else it is
you have to do.

['I'l turn nowto the first speaker. There have
been sone changes, but the first one is M. Bob MIls
BOB M LLS: Thank you very nmuch. It's
certainly nmy pleasure to have the opportunity to speak
to you tonight, and I'mthe sitting Menber of
Parlianment for Red Deer and know how difficult your
job must be and the parameters that you've gone
through with us, and I know you have a pretty tough
j ob.

What we have done in this riding is had a nunber
of town halls, had a nunber of information articles
about the process, and certainly in this riding there
has been a | ot of involvenent and a | ot of
consul tation that has gone on, and | believe that's
very good sinply because of denpbcratic process being
carried out.

In doing this, we've heard many, many different

proposals. | guess the one biggest concern that we've
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heard, when we were in Rocky Muntain House, for
i nstance, was that Elections Canada doesn't treat the
far-out places very well, and, largely, they don't
deal in weekly newspapers but only in daily
newspapers. | hardly think that's a reason to put
forward as a reason why they should not be part of
this riding.

W also did a poll in the riding, and of about
750 peopl e who responded, we found that
92 percent reported that they didn't |ike the new
boundaries for the Red Deer riding, and that only
6 percent approved of those changes. W also found
that 73 percent said that the boundary shoul d
represent where people work, where they shop, where
their kids go to school, and the general narket area
for those people should be where the federa
boundari es should be. 23 percent said that didn't
matter. It was a little tougher when we asked:
Shoul d rural ridings be smaller in population than
urban ridings or with a larger urban center?
And there we found that 48 percent agreed w th that,
38 percent did not, and so we said it didn't matter
that that was not a factor. So that's just a little
information that we collected in our riding and
t hought you might find interesting as a way to start
of f.

| would like to nake two nmmjor points, really,
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two argunents, | guess, in terns of the -- of the

riding boundaries. The first one would be the nmarket
area concept, and | think nost people, npst people in
this roomand nost people in this riding, would agree
that Red Deer is the center of rmuch of their activity.

And |1'd sort of look at two areas, mainly. First
of all, east of Red Deer. The people living on the
East HIl, and there's a great nmany nore living there
now t han before, and the present east boundary of the
Red Deer riding pretty nuch relate totally to
Red Deer. They work in Red Deer. Their kids go to
school in Red Deer. They have all of their
recreation, all of their hockey schools and everything
is in Red Deer.

I, as an exanple, live eight mnutes from
downtown Red Deer. M office is in downtown Red Deer.
| have worked in Red Deer all my life, and I am ei ght
m nutes fromdowntown, and I'm now in the Drumheller
riding. Well, obviously, | don't -- | have nothing
agai nst Drumhel l er, but |'ve been there two or three
times inm life to see the nuseumthere, but | really
would find it very difficult going to Drunheller to a
town hall nmeeting or to feel the desire to vote in
that particular area, and that's what |'ve been told
by so nmuch people on the East Hill

Then we nove west, and certainly the areas of

Rocky Mountai n House and Caroline have a great deal in
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conmon with Red Deer. They're part of centra

Al berta. They're part of this comunity. That's
where they do all of their -- all of their
relationship and all of -- you know, whether it's the
hospital board -- Red Deer College and the new high
school that's being built in Rocky will be a centra
part of the Rocky education system Al of our
government services cone to Red Deer. The head office
is in Red Deer from Rocky Muntain House and Caroline
and that inmediate area.

So, | think, fromthat perspective, we would
suggest that the nmain consideration should be to take
that wedge, if you want, in central Al berta and cal
that the Red Deer riding. | think down the road ten
years fromnow, probably Red Deer is -- the rate its
growi ng, probably would be its own riding, and
probably the Sylvan Lake-Inni sfail-Rocky Muntain
House would be a riding, but that's ten years from
now, and that's not sonething that we need to cross
t oday.

So | would argue then that just all of those
services, all of that relationship of those people is
with Red Deer and that that is -- has to be a major
consi deration; and certainly | know that talking to
many of those people, whether they' re on our present
boundary, sone would like to go further. You' re going

to hear tonight that they would Iike to expand those
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boundaries, and | tried to draw sone maps and so on
but then | decided that ny job was not to do that,
that ny job was nore to represent to you what |'ve
been hearing in all of the communities that are part
of the present Red Deer riding.

And | do believe that nmy next point is critica
as well, and that second point is that the popul ation
inariding like Red Deer can be larger than in a
riding like Drunmhell er or Banff-Cochrane, and ny
argunents there would be that with the major center of
popul ation in Red Deer, makes it nuch easier to
service, nakes it much easier for people to get to
public neetings, to relate to Red Deer. So Red Deer
could easily be 120,000, while a riding like
Drunmhel | er or Banff-Cochrane, | would say, | would put
forward, should be snaller because of the distances
that are required. Were an Menber of Parlianent has
to travel four or five hours to get to a town hal
neeting, | can be in Rocky Mountain House in one hour
| can be in Innisfail in, depending on how | drive, 12
m nutes, and so it goes fromthere. So it's very easy
to handle that riding froma geographic standpoint
with Red Deer being such a central |ocation.

And sone would argue: Well, no, we should be al
the same, and, of course, | would put forward the
standard argunment that | know t he Speaker of the House

hears all the time, and that's, you know,
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Prince Edward |sland has four Menbers of Parlianent,
has 100, 000 people, but that's constitutional, that
goes back in history, and -- but it does show that,
you know, across Canada there isn't equa
representation. There are many menbers who have

60, 000 constituents, there are some who have had as
many as 200; and, of course, that's -- you m ght argue
about the representation there, but | would argue that
the people of the west country have a lot nore in
conmon with Red Deer than they do w th Banff-Cochrane
that the people on the East Hill, where they -- their
total focus would be Red Deer, that they certainly
woul d have few things in comon with Drunhell er and
would not really relate to that riding, would not
understand the concerns of that riding. They would

not be the sane as they would have in this area.

CHAI RIVAN: Excuse me, M. MIls
BOB M LLS: Yes.
CHAI RVAN: When you say the East Hill, you're

not referring to just that portion which is within
Red Deer but rather the acreages and so on?

BOB M LLS: That's correct, yes. I|I'm
basically tal king, | guess, our present boundary line,
i ncluding the west side of Pine Lake; and, you know, |
know t he people on the east side of Pine Lake al so
would like to be in the Red Deer riding, right to the

Red Deer River, actually.
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THE CHAI RVAN: Yes.

MR. BOB MLLS: But | understand your constraints

in terms of enlarging the riding, and so |'mnore
putting forward the argunment that the riding boundary
on the east side as it is does at |east take into sone
consi deration the factors that |'ve nentioned. So,
guess, | would say, you know, | mean, there are other
roads there that could be boundaries, and certainly
the river would be the natural boundary that nany
peopl e have put forward in terms of where the
boundari es should be, but |I'mnot going to suggest
that | would draw those lines or try to tell you how
to do your job.

So in conclusion then, basically, | want to, you
know, sinmplify this down to just these two points
then, that | really feel that it is critical that the
i nterests of people be the nunber one issue, not the
nunber, not the Hi ghway 2 and where that happens to
be, or where the east boundary of the city linmts are
because, of course, by the time we get ten years down
the road, that east boundary will be considerably
changed, | expect, through the course of growh of the
city, and | don't know for sure whether that means
that the boundary of this riding will change and
people will become part of the Red Deer riding if, in
fact, city limts change, but | assunme it does.

And -- but these would be considerations that |
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woul d ask you to really consider, and, as | say, where
peopl e do all of their business, and that certainly
applies to all of the people on the east side of

Red Deer and the people directly west of us; and how
far you expand that north and south, I'd say that's
where the restrictions could conme and help you get to
wi thin your nunmbers. But it would just make a | ot
nore sense, | think, fromthe perspective that |'ve
heard fromliterally hundreds of constituents in this
ar ea.

And, of course, ny second point about popul ation
| really don't feel that a Menber of Parlianent
centered in a place |like Red Deer or like Lethbridge
cannot service a fairly large area, and | think it's
very healthy that you have both the urban perspective
and the rural perspective as a Menber of Parliament in
Otawa. | think it lets you do your job a lot better,
and | think it's extrenely inportant because Red Deer
of course, is very dependent upon agriculture, the oi
and gas industry, and all of those happen outside of
the city linmts, and so having that as part of the
constituency is a very valuable -- certainly has been
for me and would be for any future Menbers of
Par | i ament .

So 1'd be glad to entertain any questions, if you
have them or, you know, anything that you m ght want

to add there
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THE CHAI RVAN: Wel |, perhaps | do have a question

in the course of -- | just wanted to congratul ate you
M. MIls, and your constituents for holding these
town hall neetings. |It's very gratifying to know that
peopl e are taking such an -- taking such an interest
in this topic.

The East Hill area, of course, has been the
subj ect of much vociferous conplaint, and we have
taken it into account and we probably will, in the
final result, by trying to include the acreage areas
which lie to the east of Red Deer, and we've drawn a
provisional map for our own information which would
acconplish that effect, so that's one thing.

We can't -- Red Deer, of course, everyone nust
realize, is getting to be a fair-sized place. Pretty
soon, as M. MIls said, it will warrant its own
riding within its corporate limts. As it is, the
geogr aphi ¢ boundaries of Red Deer are such that if we
don't -- of the riding are such that if we don't
shrink them the population will be far too nuch to
conply with the law, as | tried to explain it under
Section 15.

M. MIls has stated, and | certainly believe
him that he could ably represent 125 or 130, 000
peopl e. That same sentiment has been echoed by many
of you in correspondence to us, but that is a luxury

whi ch cannot be afforded under the terns of the Act.
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There has to be exceptional reasons to allow a spread
i n popul ation, and you know what the reason is for
that, is that the nore people in a riding, the nore
the vote is diluted. Your vote is worth less if you
are a nmenber of a very popul ace riding. That's the
reason. That's the reason datre of the |egislation
and so there are certain inperatives that we can't
avoid, but we'll try our best to neet the w shes of
constituents as -- or electors, | should say, as they
are expressed to us.

So we're working on the East Hill problem
Westerly, | think we've tried to include -- west,
north and south we've tried to include the environs of
Red Deer City which are nost i mediately served, in
ot her words, would serve as commuting points for
people to go fromtheir residences into town and to
shop and one thing and another; but we can't go to an
unlimted extent. W sinply can't. There will be too
many people in the riding. So irrespective of what we
hear tonight, we have to conply by the | aw.

But you've made many fine points, and |'m going
to ask nmy colleagues now if they would like to ask you
any questi ons.

KHULLAR: | just have one question. You
comented on you'd like us to focus on east/west
corridor, and perhaps we could play with the

north/south boundary. |'mjust wondering what your
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view, for instance, is of including Innisfail? |
nean, if we were to make the riding narrower and

[ onger, for instance, | nean, woul d excl udi ng

I nni sfail be appropriate?

BOB M LLS: Vll, | nean, we're into a whole

new problemtoo --

KHULLAR: Yes.

BOB M LLS: -- because the people of
Innisfail, | know, relate very nmuch to Red Deer as
wel | .

KHULLAR: Yes.

BOB M LLS: And | think that's the main point

["mtrying to make --

KHULLAR: Yes.

BOB M LLS: -- is that people, it's their
hone, it's where all of the activity is, that's part
of their life. Were they do their business, their
shopping, their hospitals, their doctors, their
dentists, their -- you know, any kind of social needs
that they have, and Red Deer certainly is that center
poi nt, and, you know, putting some of those people,
say, in Drunmheller, it's just a big distance; and,
again, 1'd come back to the argunment of, you know,
there are ridings with 80,000, and there are ridings
with 117,000. | guess | would rather see us on the
117,000 front as opposed to the 80,000, and I'd rather

see a Drunheller riding that was 80,000 because it
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woul d just nake it so much easier for the Menber of
Par | i ament .

M5. KHULLAR: So just so I'mclear then, so, in
fact, you wouldn't support a shrinking of the south
boundary, in any event?

MR BOB M LLS: Hey, I'mnot going to say | want
to lose any constituents. | nean | enjoy ny job a |ot
here and enjoy representing themall.

MS. KHULLAR: Ckay. You're on thin ground,
guess, but, okay, | --

MR. BOB MLLS: | don't want spears in ny back

MS. KHULLAR: Ckay. | was trying to understand

that comment, and thank you very mnuch.

MR. BOB M LLS: Yes.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. MIls, thank you very nuch
MR. BOB MLLS: Yes, thank you

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. M's. Ruby Meunier.

And, M. MIIls, do you have a hard copy of your

presentation to hand into us?

MR. BOB M LLS: | can get you one

THE CHAI RVAN: W' d appreciate that.

MR BOB MLLS: Sure. Ckay.

THE CHAI RVAN: If you'd have it to us by the end

of the nonth, please --
MR BOB MLLS: Yes.
THE CHAlI RVAN: -- so it's not overl ooked.

Yes, go ahead, Ms. Meunier.
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RUBY MEUNI ER: As you'll notice, firstly, |I'd
like to draw your attention to the eastern boundary --
CHAI RVAN: Yes.

RUBY MEUNI ER: -- of our constituency, and
wanted to tackle it slightly froma different angle.

In the past polls that have been for the City of
Red Deer, every one of those eastern polls have been
wel | over 600 people in their polls; and it seens to
have happened, at least in the |ast three elections
that | have been involved with, it seems to be an
ongoi ng problem and | don't see it getting better
and I'Il tell you why.

I n considering devel opment in the eastern section
of the city in the last ten years, we've had a new
shoppi ng center, we've had two new hi gh schools, we
have the | argest recreation center for the city in
that eastern area. There are two proposed new
shopping centers, | believe, and there certainly are a
nunber of seniors -- over 50s conpl exes being built in
that eastern area; so | really do feel that there wll
be rmuch nore popul ation there.

If you have the boundary that you' ve now
proposed, | think what's going to happen is that
you' re going to have people in the City of Red Deer
voting in Drunmheller, and | can't inmagine that anybody
is going to be happy with that. As a matter of fact,

the people just east of Red Deer, nmany of them would
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like to have the boundary of our constituency be

H ghway 21. Well, even if it is where the boundary is
now, it is better than what has been proposed.

CHAI RVAN: What's up on there nowis a
product of some work we did as a result of
representations like yours. You can see that the

eastern boundary has been noved.

RUBY MEUNI ER: Okay.
CHAI RVAN: To the east.
RUBY MEUNI ER: Ckay. And, secondly, I'd like to

tal k about the north/south boundari es.
CHAI RVAN: Yes.

RUBY MEUNI ER: I think when we first heard that
Al berta was getting two new constituencies,

i medi ately we thought of Ednonton and Cal gary and the
grom h that has taken place, but also in that
Ednont on- Cal gary corridor, there certainly has been a
gromh in population; and, as a result, we felt that

our constituency woul d be conpressed.

CHAI RVAN: Yes.
RUBY MEUNI ER: And that hasn't really happened,
at least not to any great extent. | think that's al

| woul d say about that.

And thirdly, 1'd like to talk about the western
boundary. If you'll just consider H ghway 11 which
goes from Red Deer out to the Banff-Jasper highway.

CHAI RIVAN: Yes.
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It you just sit out there and see
the comerce that's com ng back and forth on that
road, you will know it's very busy, but it's just not
all comerce either because, starting on weekends and
starting Thursday nights, you'll see the canpers going
west. Also, in winter, you see snowmbiles and sk
peopl e.

We have -- all of us in this constituency have a
great concern for what happens in the west country.
realize that that is a shared provincial/federa
jurisdiction, but if you | ook what's happened in the
| ast two weeks al one, we had a significant ruling,
provincially, on recreation in the west country, and
we al so had Chretien with his proposal of parks and
talking -- and about the Flathead valley, which
borders on Waterton. | draw this to your attention
because it concerns the entire eastern slopes of the
Rockies. It is not just Jasper and Banff, which
people in Gtawa like to tal k about.

Ri ght now we have six MPs representing our
eastern slopes. Already, the Anericans have | ost
their corridor of migration for animals and birds in
their parks because they don't have an actua
corridor. So to us this is very inportant, and we
feel that it is not too much to have six MPs having a
voi ce for us on that subject because in the next ten

years there's going to be a |ot of things com ng down
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about that. Your proposal now is that we would have
only five, and as a Red Deer person, we would not have
direct -- an MP directly speaking on behal f of
constituents, if you take that away fromus. W fee
it's alarge area with not a I ot of population, and we
feel it's of great significance to Red Deer
constituency to keep that in our constituency.

In conclusion, I'd like to say that I'd like to
see the east boundary stay as it is. |If you nust
conpress -- change the nunber of population in our
constituency, please do it north and south. It will
have the | east effect on people in our constituency.

And pl ease | eave the west boundary as it is.

Thank you.
CHAI RVAN: Ms. Meunier, | wonder if you'd
just -- ny coll eague has sonething to ask you
Thanks.
RUBY MEUN ER: Al right.
BARRY: | just wondered where you'd like

to see those? What do you think the possibilities are
for adjusting the north and south boundaries?

RUBY MEUNI ER: | know that it wll inconvenience
peopl e regardless, but | really do think that it would
be better to have part of the Banff-Cochrane and
Drumhel | er sides of our constituency, making our
constituency nmore east and west than you presently

have it, and if that neans that we | ose popul ation on
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H ghway 2, | say so be it.

CHAI RVAN: Thank you very much, ma'am

M. Dwayne Beck.

Excuse us for just a second.

Excuse nme, Ms. Ritu has a conment to make,
pl ease.
KHULLAR: Ms. Ritu?
CHAI RVAN: Oh, I'msorry, M. Khullar.
KHULLAR: | haven't been called that in a
long tine.
CHAI RVAN: Just got me all excited.
KHULLAR: Ms. Matthews, our specialist in

geogr aphy, was just pointing sonething out to ne.

Both the previous speakers have nmade the comment that
with the growmth of the City of Red Deer continuing to
expand, there was a concern that there would be people
who were in the city limts of Red Deer on the eastern
side that m ght have to go in the Drunheller
constituency; but the way that the riding is described
is -- the riding is described currently under the
current proposal, is follow ng the eastern boundary of
the city limts; soif the city limts were to expand,
that would still keep the Gty of Red Deer within --
the entire City of Red Deer within the riding.

CHAI RVAN: Yes.

KHULLAR: So that one concern, | think, is

addressed. That doesn't deal with the other concern
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about the Eastern Hill, and we've -- we've heard from
that, and, as Justice MacCallum has indicated, we're
al ready working on some revi sed draw ngs on that
point. But just that the City of Red Deer woul d not
be split into different constituencies no matter what
happens.
CHAI RVAN: As a result of anal gamations -- or
annexations. GCkay. Thanks very much

Now, M. Beck, would you care to nmake your
presentation.
DWAYNE BECK: Well, nost of everything | wanted
to say was covered by M. MIls, but | represent
Par kl and Nurseries, and nost of our people that we
enpl oy cone from Red Deer. W also feel part of
Red Deer as we get into the hospital and the service
groups, and we're -- if Bob can nmake it in eight
mnutes, we can neke it in tw to downtown, and we
spend a fair chuck of our noney in the Cty of

Red Deer. W pay a premiumto use the facilities for

our kids.
CHAI RVAN: Where is your business, sir?
DWAYNE BECK: Par kl and Nurseries, we're two

m|es east of Red Deer.

CHAI RVAN: Two nil es east, yes.

DWAYNE BECK: Yes, and, basically, | wonder, it
may be too sinple, but why doesn't -- why don't you

| ook at the County of Red Deer, and then when it gets
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to a certain size, why don't you split it in half from
there to get your two ridings? Like, if we're al

part of the Red Deer area, or we feel like we're part
of the community, why couldn't you just take the
footprint of the County of Red Deer and then divide it
up fromthere when the tinme cones that we're too big
to be represented by one person?

CHAI RIVAN: Well, | think the -- it's not a

guestion of being too big to be represented by one

person. |It's being too populace to fit into one
riding --

DWAYNE BECK: Ri ght.

CHAI RVAN: -- under the ternms of the Act, and

the County of Red Deer, are you suggesting that those

boundari es be contiguous with the federal electora

district?
DWAYNE BECK: Yes, that's what |'m --
CHAI RVAN: | think there's too many people in

the County of Red Deer, sir.
DWAYNE BECK: And we coul dn't divide that
up or -- so how many people woul d be over than what we

need to nake a riding?

CHAI RVAN: Do we have the figures for the
County of Red Deer? Just a minute, we'll get themfor
you.

DWAYNE BECK: There's just got to be an easier

way of doing this than putting us into Drunheller.
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We --

CHAI RVAN: Oh, well, 1 don't think you have
to nake the point again about the eastern boundary of
Red Deer City.

DWAYNE BECK: And that's why | didn't repeat
what M. MIIls said, so .

CHAI RVAN: Yes, | appreciate the fact that
you' re doing it, but we understand the point very
well, and we're working on it. W're just trying to

get the Red Deer County popul ation for you

MATTHEWS: 103, 505.

CHAI RVAN: Excuse nme?

MATTHEWS: 103, 505.

CHAI RVAN: For the county, including the
city?

MATTHEWS: Yes.

CHAI RVAN: Ckay, and it is described where?

On what |ines?

KHULLAR: The yel |l ow part.
CHAI RVAN: Just the yellow part?
DWAYNE BECK: So what is our popul ation all owed

for one riding?

CHAI RVAN: Wwell, it's 106,000, sir, is the --
you know, give or take, so --

DWAYNE BECK: Right, so we're pretty cl ose.

CHAI RVAN: You're pretty close, yeah. |'m

surprised.
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MR. DWAYNE BECK: Actually, there's got to be nore
than that in our area. So you got -- if you put
Red Deer --

THE CHAI RVAN: I"'msorry, | don't have that
figure. | neant to -- | have seen it recently, and
just don't have it in front of ne. | see M. Charles

in the audience. Can you renenber, Allen, what the
amount was? Red Deer County?

MR, ALLEN CHARLES: | see there's representation here
fromthe county.

THE CHAI RVAN: Is there a county councilor here?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes, there is, but | can't
renmenber exactly the last count, but | think it's

about 18, 000 son®t hi ng.

MS. MATTHEWS: 104, 679.

THE CHAI RVAN: |"msorry?

V5. MATTHEWS: 104, 679

THE CHAlI RVAN: Okay. Well, our figure is

104, 600, so your point is well taken, sir. W'IIl give
that -- we'll give that thought.
M. Cody Berggren, Mayor of Bowden.

MR CODY BERGGREN: On behal f of our Bowden town
council, I'"d like to express our concern over the
proposed federal electoral boundaries and the riding
in which the Town of Bowden woul d be | ocat ed.

Hi storically, the Town of Bowden has been | ocated

in central, south central and west central federa
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ridings of Alberta. Bowden has a strong regi ona
wor ki ng rel ationship with many of the communities
al ong the Highway 2 corridor, including regional water
lines, regional waste collection, fire protection with
Red Deer County, seniors' housing, you nane it, al
basically focuses along the H ghway 2 corri dor and
primarily towards the Red Deer area

By identifying these partnerships is intended to
gi ve the Comm ssion nenbers an idea of our -- those
strong economc ties and social ties that we have.

Wth the tremendous growmh that is occurring
along this corridor, it is inperative to have
political representation which can identify with our
i ssues. The recent electoral boundary proposal
however, shows the Towns of O ds and Bowden and
surroundi ng areas being noved into an entirely
di fferent regi on which includes Drumheller, Stettler
and comunities right to the Saskatchewan border

Due to the fact that the eastern boundary of the
proposed Banff-Cochrane riding follows H ghway 2 unti
Townshi p 32, we have a hard tine accepting the
devi ati on which basically pigeonhol es Bowden and d ds
into the Drumheller riding. W see this as just an
attenpt to boost the population nunbers in the
Drumhel l er riding and doesn't really take into
consi deration any of the other factors or guidelines

as the Commi ssion outlines.
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Recently MP Myron Thonpson, fromthe W|I drose
ri di ng, devel oped a scenario which woul d nove Bowden
into the Red Deer riding, and we are well aware that
not everybody can be in the Red Deer riding, but
contrary to our original proposal to the Comm ssion
we woul d remain in the Banff-Cochrane riding. W
woul d favor this scenario, as outlined by
MP Myron Thonpson, and we'd request to be in the
Red Deer riding, and that would just give us a better
representation.

His outline of his scenario basically for the
Red Deer riding is very close to what Dwayne Beck
suggested of the Red Deer County. It nakes a |ot of
sense to us, and that's basically what we'd like to
see is sonething along the Red Deer County type
scenario, so | guess our first choice would be to go
into the Red Deer riding, and the second choice woul d
be to remain in the Banff-Cochrane riding; but we
really don't see any rhyme or reason for Bowden, and
"Il speak for my counterparts in Ods as well, to be
included in the Drunmheller riding. It stretches for
hundreds of kilometers. Like, the Drumheller riding
is vast. It's -- | certainly wouldn't want to be the
MP for that riding.

And if you have any questions .
CHAI RVAN: No, sir. You raise a very good

point, of course, and it's a point that's been nade by
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many correspondents, and it is a point which we
fically addressed in our proposal. Just let ne
sonet hi ng:

"Specifically, Adds and Bowden are in the
Drumhel | er el ectoral district whereas the

rest of the communities are allocated to

Banf f - Cochr ane. "

Speaki ng of the Hi ghway 2.

"Al t hough this arrangenent shoul d pose no
representational difficulties, the
Conmi ssi on recogni zes that there is a
conmmonal ity of interest anong H ghway 2
conmuni ti es that cannot be completely

observed. "

And when you say that you saw that nove as sinply as a

way to give nore population to Drumheller, you weren't

far off the mark because our previous sentence said:

"The Conmi ssion deens it advisable to split
some communities along this route between
the two electoral districts in order to
achi eve a greater measure of numerica

equality."

So you're quite right, sir, and you're also quite

right that there is a -- the result of doing that is

to split up a comunity of interest which undoubtedly

exi sts between those conmunities. W're trying our

| eve

best to find a way to bal ance these conpeting
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interests, and you may rest assured that we'l]l
continue our efforts notw thstanding the fact --
that's what this docunent is. |It's a proposal. It's
not witten in stone, so we welcome all these
suggestions, as | began by saying, and | thank you
very much for com ng

Do you have any questions for hinf

BARRY: Just a question about the
conmunities thenselves. |Is it your view that they
should all be in one constituency: Innisfail, Qds,

Bowden and Carstairs, or do you want to see them
gravitate toward different constituencies?

CCDY BERGGREN: Vll, | think we share a ot of
conmon things, but, obviously, with the growth that's
goi ng to be experienced along the H ghway 2 corridor
nost of the comunities are growing at rapid rates,
and | don't think you can really map out a, you know,
a riding that would consist of just the H ghway 2
corridor. CQbviously, when you get out into the
outlying areas, you need have nore population in those

ridings, but, you know, contrary to what a former

speaker said, even like Innisfail, or whatever, in
shrinking that riding, | nmean, that makes no sense
when Innisfail is a 15, 20 nminute drive into Red Deer
and Rocky is over a half hour. | nean,
geographically, we all -- we all kind of go into

Red Deer, | guess, is kind of our focal point.
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BARRY: Actually, what | had in mnd
actually, were the Hi ghway 2 towns

CODY BERGGREN: Yes, | could feasibly see

sonet hing that would be a riding that would just be
the H ghway 2 corridor, along those |ines.

CHAI RVAN: | don't think you've got --

don't think you' ve understood his point. Did you want

to try again?

BARRY: You can try.
CHAI RVAN: You have to belong to one side
of -- the Hi ghway 2 comunities would have to go one

way or the other or be split in order to achieve
nunerical equality.

CODY BERGGREN: Oh, | see.

CHAI RVAN: Woul d you rather -- would you

rather see themgo to one side or the other or be

split?

CCDY BERGGREN: Wll, | could -- 1'd rather see
themsplit, | guess, but --

CHAI RVAN: Woul d you?

CODY BERGGREN: | can't see Hi ghway 2 as being the

dividing line, necessarily. You know, it's kind of a
region --

CHAI RVAN: No, but the comunities along it
are certainly united by the old H ghway 2 and by the
rail road.

CODY BERGGREN: Ri ght .
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CHAI RVAN: And by their trading patterns, as
you suggest.

CODY BERGGREN: Yes. Like, | would see everything
al ong Hi ghway 2, basically between, let's say, Calgary
and Red Deer, could all basically be in one riding

versus being over in the Drunmheller riding.

CHAI RIVAN: Oh, okay.
BARRY: Okay.
CODY BERGGREN: | don't see any of the comunities

fromAirdrie, Crossfield, Carstairs, Didsbury, none of
those comunities really have any type of working

rel ationships with Drunmheller, Stettler, out to that
area. W're all -- you know, we all have |ots of
close ties, you know, within this area.

CHAI RVAN: As you know, in terns of

popul ation, the greatest increases are in the western
part of the riding of the proposed Banff-Cochrane.

Cochrane and Cannore are experienci ng expl osive

gr owt h.
CODY BERGGREN: Ri ght.
CHAI RVAN: And there's only so much we can do

west of H ghway 2 because if we add too nany people to
that m x, we know very well that it's not only going
to be too big to start with, it's going to be nuch too
big by the time the next census rolls around.

But anyway, thanks, M. Berggren

CODY BERGGREN: Ri ght .
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CHAI RIVAN: ' mvery appreciative of your

efforts, and we get your point, and, rest assured,

we'll give it sone thought.

CODY BERGGREN: Ckay. Thank you

KHULLAR: Thank you very mnuch

BARRY: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN: M. Raynmond Prins, County of
Laconbe.

RAYMOND PRI NS: Thank you for this opportunity to

make a presentation.

Laconmbe County is presently served by three MPs,
that is, Crowfoot, Wetaskiwi n and Red Deer; and under
the new suggestions, they would be Wetaskiwi n,

Red Deer, Drunheller and Banff-Cochrane; so we're
going to be dealing with five different people over
the termof this switch here. It's somewhat confusing
and complex. [It's difficult for the county to

ef fectively communi cate on federal issues with this
many different MPs.

We don't have a big problemw th some of changes
that are happeni ng because change is inevitable when
you're in a fast-growing area, and we realize that the
popul ation in this area has grown by about 18 percent,
so we have to change some of these things, and we
appreciate the fact that we can have input to fine
tune this.

But if you | ook at the far southwest corner of
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our county, it is nowin the Wetaskiwin area, and
think alittle small part of it will end up in
Banff-Cochrane. W feel that that's not in the best
interests of those people that live in that area. You
can see on that map, just to the west of the Red Deer
County, there's a little -- where the County of
Laconmbe juts down south

KHULLAR: Excuse ne. Dawn, would you give
himthe pointer. W have a pointer, and naybe that
woul d just help you to show us on the map.

RAYMOND PRI NS: Oh, |l ook here. 1've never used
one of these things before. See how nuch coffee |I've
had for supper.

Right -- that line there is H ghway 11, and --
but south of that line would be a small part in the
Banff-Cochrane and a small part in the Red Deer
riding. W feel that that should be either in one
or -- either in Red Deer or Wetaskiw n, where it
presently is, and that way when we represent the
interests of those people at a county level, we can
deal with their -- with one MP for that area.

On the other side of the county, in this region
here, in the southeast, this will -- this will -- now,
you' ve got ne confused again.

Part of this area is Crowfoot presently, and it
woul d go into Drumheller, and this is our county. In

this part we have sone very | arge petrochem ca
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conpl exes in there. These people live in Red Deer and
Laconbe and urban areas in the Red Deer and Wetaskiw n
ridings, and their interests would then be represented
by Drunmheller. | think we would like to see that part
of the county in this area either go into Red Deer or
into Wetaskiwi n, and the best would be to |eave it

wi t hin Wet aski wi n.

These are not |arge populations in these areas,
so they're not going to affect the nunbers of people
in these other ridings very much. The nunbers of
peopl e aren't going to be the big thing. It's just
where they're represented, and | think the people in
these areas woul d be better represented by the present
si tuation.

Normal Iy, in the past, | think, boundaries have
been established along rivers and roads and natura
boundari es; and we feel that the border between the
Laconmbe County and Red Deer County is partly the
Blind Man River and partly the Red Deer River. Wth
this new riding, divisions would follow the Red Deer
Ri ver on the east. That would be a natural boundary
because people don't -- you only can cross the river
where there's bridges, and there's only a couple of
bridges across on that side. On the west side, the
sane thing, it's divided by a river and sone ot her
natural boundaries, and | think that would be better

served renmai ning with Wt aski w n.
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So those are nmy two points. | think on the
nort heast part of the county in this area, some of the
people will be going from Crowfoot to Wtaskiwin. W
don't have a huge problemwth that. | think it's
just -- sooner or |later, these things are going to
happen. Boundaries are going to change, and both of
these ridings are okay.
CHAI RVAN: Yes. Thanks, M. Prins. Do you

happen to know how many counties and MDs there are in

Al berta?

RAYMOND PRI NS: Around 60.

CHAI RIVAN: Around 60.

RAYMOND PRI NS: Yes.

CHAI RVAN: And | know that you're not

suggesting anything like this, but if the nenbers of
the audi ence woul d just consider that that nunber is
around 60 counties or MDs in the province, and

around -- well, not around, 28 federal electora
districts, it's quite obvious, of course, that we
can't observe county boundaries, nuch as we would |ike
to in many cases, but they do undeni ably describe a
conmonal ity of interest, which we take account of --
whi ch we must take account of, so, wherever possible,
we would like to conply with requests such as the ones
you' ve just made, sir, and we'll take theminto
account .

RAYMOND PRI NS: Certainly, and that's ny point.
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Yhes.

Yes.

And two or three

We know that change is happening.

MPs is okay.

Four is alittle bit of a stretch, and these

geogr aphi ca

very inportant.

areas and business interests, | think, is

CHAI RVAN: I ndeed, they are, yes. Mhm
RAYMOND PRI NS: Thank you

CHAI RVAN: Do you have any questions?
BARRY: NO.

CHAI RIVAN: No?

KHULLAR: No. 1'd just say thank you very

much. That's hel pful

RAYMOND PRI NS: Thanks.

CHAI RVAN:

Mlton Elliot.

M.

Thanks, M. Prins.

M. MIlton Elliot.

Prins, did you have a hard copy of your

presentation to offer us?

RAYMOND PRI NS: W' [l submit that.

CHAI RVAN:

If you woul d, before the end of

the nonth, please.

Go ahead, sir.

M LTON ELLI OT:
Good eveni ng,

to address the Federa

Al berta.

My nane is MIton Elliot.

Thank you very much.
and thank you for the opportunity

Boundari es Conm ssi on for

I'mthe reeve of



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

39

Cl earwat er County.

Cl earwater County is the largest rura
muni ci pality in Central Al berta. |Its boundaries
extend fromthe prairies 50 kil onmeters west of
Red Deer through to the meandering streams and forests
ending in the eastern slopes of Rocky Muuntains. In
its entirety, C earwater County enconpasses
approxi mately 15,000 square kilometers. Cearwater is
a very active community with a very diverse econony
conprised of oil, gas, |unber, agriculture and
tourism

At the recent council neetings, county counci
menbers had an opportunity to discuss the proposed
federal boundary -- electoral boundaries. Counci
recogni zes the inportance of the process in terns of
promoting equality of votes and in terms of ensuring
ef fective representation throughout Canada. It is in
this regard, to the latter principle, effective
representation, that C earwater council w shes to
provide the followi ng comments.

Counci| has serious concerns with respect to the
federal proposal on the boundaries. The boundaries
constituency -- excuse nme. The proposed constituency
boundaries will divide the county between three
constituencies: Yell owhead, Wetaskiw n and
Banff-Cochrane. While the current alignment divides

the county into four constituencies, alignnent is such
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that the majority of the population is affiliated with
Red Deer. This council and previous councils have
found this association to be an effective arrangenent
in that the county works primarily with one Menber of
Parliament. 1t is our opinion that working with one
MP allows this council and residents the opportunity
to develop the type of relationship that is necessary
to effectively represent the concerns and issues with
the C earwater area.

Cl earwat er County's association with the Red Deer
el ectoral area is inportant given the regiona
affiliations that the Cearwater comunity has with
other communities within central Alberta. Trave
routes associated with Nunmber 11 Hi ghway and trade
patterns relating to the City of Red Deer have forged
many regional affiliations, alliances and
associ ations. Council also believes that the current
alignment is appropriate given the wide variety of
interests, for exanple, rural issues, farm ng issues
and economc, that are, again, the common interests of
central Al berta.

Counci | believes that the proposed boundary
change will significantly alter the voice of
Cl earwater council and its constituents . . . wll
have an opportunity to neet and di scuss concerns with
their Menber of Parliament. By dividing the

popul ation of O earwater County in the nmanner the
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Federal Conmi ssion sees, and by aligning the areas

of -- other areas of Al berta with whomwe share little
conmon interest in terns of regional affiliation

i ndustry or travel, council fears that the concerns of
this council or our residents will be mnimzed or
lost. The potential inmpact of the proposed boundary
change is best illustrated in terns of the Ham et of
Nor degg.

Nor degg, which has 70 residents, is approxinmately
85 kil oneters west of the Town of Rocky Mbuntain
House. Under the proposed boundary, residents living
on the north side of Nunmber 11 will becone part of the
Yel | owhead, which has sone of its primary centers:
Edson, Hinton and Witecourt and Barrhead. These are
centers up to 400 kiloneters away w th which Nordegg
conmunity and this county has virtually no contact.

Nor degg residents living south of H ghway 11
beconme part of Banff-Cochrane. Again, the main
centers are Banff, Cochrane, Airdrie, 3- to 400
kilometers to the south and with which no community,
agai n, has no contact. The proposed boundary change
will result in Nordegg residents, individuals within
5 kil onmeters of each other, being in different
constituencies and conmmunities and popul ati ons that
have little in common in ternms of commerce, travel or
i nteraction.

Cl earwater Council therefore requests that the
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whol e of Cl earwater county be aligned with Red Deer
We believe that the request will have little inpact on
your representation forrmula and is nore practical in
terns of regional affiliation and travel patterns and
common interest and will therefore result in effective
representation to the residents of Clearwater in
atawa.

Thank you.
CHAI RVAN: M. Elliot, | just have one
observation to nake. Thanks very nuch for that
careful presentation. The Nordegg anonaly, as |'ve
cone to recognize it, is being addressed. It seens
that we've bisected an urban popul ation that we
shoul dn't have, so as you've pointed out, it can be
easily fixed without attracting much of a popul ation
shift; but your other points as well will be taken
into account, sir, and | ask ny coll eagues now if they

have any questions of you.

KHULLAR: No, | don't have any, thank you
BARRY: No, | don't have any.
CHAI RVAN: No? Thank you very nuch

I"'msorry for the standees at the back of the
roon? |s there anything that can be done? Do we have
nore chairs avail abl e?

Apparently, we have no nore chairs avail abl e,

SO --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And there's no nore roomfor them
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CHAI RIVAN: And there's no nore room for them
| see.

| don't want anybody to get up and | eave, but
thank you for your -- Your hearts are in the right
pl ace.
KHULLAR: Thank you
CHAI RVAN: Thanks for coming, folKks.

Now | call on M. Reg Dean of Rocky Muntain
House.
REG DEAN: Good evening. |1'mhere to object

to the proposed boundary changes for the Red Deer
constituency. | have lived west of Caroline, and 30
years ago we had a north/south constituency that ran
from Cannore, Banff, Swan Hills to Gand Prairie. W
were not aligned politically with anything or anyone.
Al'l our services at that time: |easing, doctors,
everything, was aligned east/west with
Red Deer-lnnisfail. W never did see our MP, who was
Joe Clark for part of it; and sonetine, when you
phoned his office, they didn't know where you were or
whet her you were even in their constituency or not.
Carol i ne, Rocky and Spruce View have nothing in
common wi th the proposed comunities that we are
aligned with. Unless we're going Banff on a holiday,
we have no reason to even go to any one of the other
conmunities. W have no reasons to go -- we have all

the reasons to go to Red Deer. CQur schools, policing,
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doctors, nurses, dentists, power conpanies, specialty
shops, agricultural services and too many nore are
al i gned east/west, not north/south.

The argument of size is a nonissue to us. W're
happy living in a constituency that is a little |arger
than some and smaller than others. It is nore
i mportant that we have all the services and politica
boundari es aligned with each ot her

It is also very inportant that the cities, towns
the villages and rural areas represented by an MP have
sonmet hing in common so that we can all be represented
equally and fairly. It is very difficult for an MP to
effectively represent all his constituents if they
have not hing in common.

| recommend that you | eave the Red Deer riding as
it is until the next review
CHAI RVAN: Excuse ne, M. Dean, what county

are you in at the nonent?

REG DEAN: Cl ear wat er
CHAI RVAN: Ch, Cearwater.

M. Dean, before you sat down, | really don't
have any questions to nmake -- to ask of you, sir, but

everything you say, of course, is true. You've
pointed to a very inportant comonality of interest in
terms of your trade and communi cation for other
pur poses runni ng east and west. You've also rem nded

many of us who were active in this business years and
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years ago of the old Rocky Muuntain constituency which
required wings to get fromone end of it to the other

Thanks agai n.

REG DEAN: Thanks.

CHAI RVAN: And now we have M. G Il man Crone,
Provost .

G LLMAN CRONE: CGood eveni ng, and thank you for

allowing me to nake this presentation

A lot of what | have here has been thrashed over
pretty good tonight. | feel that representation by
popul ation is partially fair, and | stress partially.
| magi ne how nuch easier it would be for an MP to
represent 100,000 residents in an urban area
consisting of just a few square mles opposed to
100,000 in an area that takes 2 to 3 hours just to
drive fromone side to the other. | won't go any
further on that. |It's been discussed.

I"d just like to say that, is this fair and
ef fective representation? Please consider a formula
that would take into consideration the sparsity
factor, which | believe you nmentioned, in order to be
able to provide fair and effective representation to
rural Canada

Over the 136 years since Confederation, rura
Canada's voice has eroded to just a whisper. W need
a strong rural voice, not |ess voices as proposed.

The MD of Provost lies fully within the existing
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Crowf oot constituency which has represented the
residents of the MD of Provost well, giving true
representation to east central Alberta residents with
simlar concerns and issues being that of agriculture,
gas and oil, and small business.

The proposed boundaries are very upsetting. The
sout hern boundary of the Vegreville-Winwight, as
proposed, splits the MD of Provost in half. The
boundary woul d now be between Townshi ps 38 and 39
Provost would be in the Vegreville-Winwi ght
constituency, and rural residents living just two
mles south of Provost would be in the
Red Deer-Drumhel | er constituency.

Wth these proposed changes, the MD of Provost is
at the tail end of two constituencies. W already
feel that we are at the end of the world with no say
anyway. Please don't fracture us further. Wen it
cones to requesting our MP to act on our behal f, we
will have to | obby two MPs. At present it seens that
our population is frequently too |low for the MP to
| ook at our community for projects and grants. Wen
the governnment | ooks to communities with respect to
pl anning for the future, the fragnented MD of Provost
will probably receive even |l ess consideration than it
has previously. The proposed boundaries will further
reduce the size of our comunity.

Al the residents of the MD of Provost belong to
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the same nmarket region. Residents in Township 38 and
bel ow woul d be distributed -- or disturbed to find
thensel ves in an area conpletely different fromtheir
friends and neighbors to the north. The proposed
boundary splits the Rural Hospital District Nunber 7
The proposed boundary fractures the southern residents
of the Buffalo Trail Public School District fromtheir
northern counterparts. The proposed boundary changes
fracture our voice.

The MD is constantly undergoing el ectora
boundary changes. One election we are with the north,
next election we are with the south, then the north
again. Do you know that these causes in the mnds of
the electorate -- do you know what this causes in the
m nds of the electorate? |t causes confusion, and
confusi on causes apathy. Modre than once |I've heard
voters say: It doesn't natter how | vote anyway.
Apat hy causes | ow voter turnout.

Rural Al berta has a snall enough voice at

election time. Did not fragnent our community.

Thank you.
CHAI RVAN: Yes, sir.
G LLMAN CRONE: Further to that, | would ask that
the Crowf oot constituency remain as is. | think there

are 96 or 98,000 people in that constituency. Is that
within the --

CHAI RVAN: Ch, yes.
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G LLMAN CRONE: -- allotted amount ?
CHAI RVAN: The reason for changi ng Crowf oot
doesn't exist so nmuch on the eastern side at all.

It's pronpted by what's happeni ng west of Cal gary.

G LLMAN CRONE: Wel |, that doesn't hel p us.
CHAI RVAN: No. No.
G LLMAN CRONE: | think, if you were to change it,

| would prefer that we would be tied in with Canrose,
Wai nwri ght, Flagstaff, Paintearth Counties.
CHAI RVAN: Yes.
G LLMAN CRONE: Those are our common areas, but |
do enphasize that | prefer it to remain as is.
CHAI RVAN: That was very hel pful, M. Crone.
Thanks so nmuch for com ng.

| just wanted to nmake one point that this process
happens once every ten years, and el ections frequently
happen oftener than that so -- in fact, they al ways
do, so you won't experience a change, in fact, until
el ection, bi-election, although the phenonenon of
provincial elections comng along at odd intervals

results, as you point out, in voter confusion at

tines.
G LLMAN CRONE: Yes. Yes.
CHAI RVAN: So we'll do what we can to device

sone rational creature for you.
G LLMAN CRONE: Wl |, thank you very nuch.

CHAI RIVAN: Thanks, M. Crone.
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case for keeping the Red Deer constituency east
boundary as it is, and you've heard it over and over
and | know you' ve said you' ve addressed it, but |
cannot enphasi ze nore that that east boundary is
critical to the Red Deer constituency. There are just
too many people living right along the city's edge in
the acreages and the areas right up against the city
that do -- they work, they play, they go to school
they do everything within the city, and they do not
consi der thenselves noncitizens of the Cty of

Red Deer, and | would think that it would be very
difficult for themto be voting in the constituency of
Drumhel | er when their influence is needed in Red Deer

If you |l eave the boundary -- the east boundary
the sane as it is now, as near as | can figure -- and
that woul d | eave our popul ation at about 104, 000, and
that is well within the quotient that you' ve given in
your lists, and that would give us roomto expand that
way.

But during -- listening to the proposals before
nme, consider -- you know, on the Red Deer
constituency, and you' ve had requests for keeping it
close to the way it is and requests to have it run

east and west, and if you would | ook at your own
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boundari es that you've given Red Deer on your new
proposals for the north end of Township 39 and the
north end of Township 34, if you were to take those
roads and go straight west expanding a little bit when
you get into the C earwater MD, you would nmake -- you
woul d be within your nunbers, and you would satisfy a
ot of the statements that were made here today
concerning the Red Deer constituency.

I'"mjust suggesting that it's sonething that you
maybe take a | ook at.

CHAI RIVAN: Yes. Thanks. |'msure we wll,
and you have provided us with a copy now. Do you have
any questions?

My col | eagues and | believe that we have your
point, so --

By the way, |adies and gentlenen, we'll be
getting a transcript of all this, soit will be up to
us to go through all the representations, word for
word, and riding by riding, and take everything into
account. You won't necessarily hear -- every
contributor won't necessarily hear fromus, obviously,
because it would sinply involve too nuch, but the
suggestions are all valuable, and we'll certainly
consi der them

M. Brian Mazza.

BRI AN MAZZA: Justice MacCal l um nenbers of the

Commi ssi on.
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And now for sonething conpletely different. |I'm
going to be a very unpopul ar person in this roomwth
the people in the western part of this area.

I"'mthe editor the newspaper in Rocky Mountain
House, and | have been since 1988. Suffered through
several federal elections and quite a nunber of
provincial ones; and for the purpose of this, | would
like to talk about the entire northwest corner of the
constituency, including Yellowhead, so if you can
bring up the Indian reserves to the northwest of Rocky
Mount ai n House on your nmap, it would be great
and then dowmn a little bit. Actually bring, yes, the
whol e t hi ng.

There we go. Thank you very nuch.

| have three points to nmake, after nuch debate.
|'ve been in great debate with Bob MIIs in front of a
| arge group of people in Rocky Muntain House and have
enj oyed this.

Boundari es are one of nmy areas of politica
study, and | have a degree in political science from
Uof C a former student of Dr. Barry's, much too |ong
ago to be worth renmenbering, so it's

This is an area of high interest for nme, and so
"1l go fromthere. M first point is an adnonition

The Commi ssion -- | was di smayed that the
Boundari es Conmi ssion proposed to change -- their

proposed changes were only carried in a tabloid
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inserted into the Calgary and Ednonton daily
newspapers. Changes occurred across the province
affecting people in places which the dailies do not
reach. The Conmi ssion could have inproved its
conmuni cations with all Al bertans, not just those
living in the largest centers, and ny reconmendati on
is: Please recommend to El ections Canada and to
future conmi ssions the need to establish and inproved
conmuni cations plan. [|'Il just leave it at that.

On the shrinking of the Red Deer constituency,
we' ve heard a | ot about people wanting to be
continuing to be part of it.

Rocky Mount ai n House, Al berta, has shared
constituency with Red Deer City for the last 90 years
or so, so the proposed boundaries cone as a shock to
many people. Many have understood -- many have
under st andably taken a reactionary position. Red Deer
Menber of Parliament, Bob MIIs, will argue that a
connection should be naintained and that Red Deer
could easily handl e a popul ati on 125, 000 while the
surroundi ng constituenci es woul d each average around
90, 000; and after sone thought with his proposal,

di sagr ee.

The Conmmission is correct in trying to average
out popul ations between constituencies. Albertais
growi ng so rapidly that the 2001 census figures no

| onger accurately reflect the province, after just 18
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nonths. At |least sone attenpt is being nade to nake
each person's vote equal, and that's deeply
appr eci at ed.

During the last election, | felt the effects of
urban creep. | guess, ny conments relate largely to
the mechani cs of running an election, which is
somet hing that | haven't heard spoken about at the
Conmi ssion neeting today, so far

The returning officer and her staff in the office
were all Red Deer residents and were geared to
answering questions fromurban voters. They were not
famliar with the rules for rural voters. Many of ny
area's voters received incorrect information. Wile
the staff did their best to help ne provide accurate
information to ny readers, | still felt that we were
the tail being wagged by the Red Deer dog.

Red Deer is a large urban center and will likely
have its own boundaries follow ng the 2011 census. To
retain the shape of the present-day constituency only
del ays the inevitable.

Many of the argunents raised about market
corridors and trade routes have nore resonance under
provincial constitutional powers and are irrel evant
under section 91 powers. It sinply doesn't matter
that we won't be represented by a Menber of Parliament
for the City of Red Deer.

Then 1'd like it nake the case for
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Banf f - Cochr ane.

The proposed constituency of Banff-Cochrane is
largely a good idea, although | suspect the Commi ssion
wi || hear many proposals for change because of its
very nature. |I'mno different. The constituency
fragments many communiti es because nearly all the
popul ation centers are at the edges of the proposed
constituency, and, therefore, there will always be
soneone feeling left out, one way or the other

No rural constituency is honbgeneous, as issues
vary fromone end to the other, but Banff-Cochrane is
a reasonable attenpt to group |ike-m nded communities
together. Fromnorth of Airdrie, agriculture provides
a great tie, and to the west is forestry industry and
| argely wi | derness issues.

Wil e the proposed riding does have a registered
city, Airdrie, that community still only has a weekly
conmunity press, so the entire constituency is served
by community newspapers and one radi o station. The
returning officer will require a comunications plan,
and the comunities served largely by -- and the
conmunities served are largely small, and the rules
for rural voters apply. As a result, there should be
no confusion over the advice given to voters.

The constituency al so groups the
Ki ska- Wapt an- Nakot a First Nati on Reserve at Big Horn

with the reserves at Mirley, so the entire Nakota
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Nation is located in the riding. That is on the west

end of the constituency, the little blue dot north of

Lake Abraham-- I'msorry, | can probably --
KHULLAR: Sorry, use the pointer. Yes
okay.

BRI AN MAZZA: Yes. That is the Big Horn

Reserve, and then on the south end we have the Stony
Reserves there. The little reserve up here elects a
single councilor to sit on a council of one of the
three Nakota Reserves in the south, so what it does is
it actually brings the whol e Nakota Nation together
under a single Menber of Parliament, and | think that
has sonme benefit for them

Li kewi se, on the north end, by putting the
Sunchild and O Chi ese Reserves, which the tail end
just cones right in at the top there, the Sunchild and
O Chi ese are adjacent reserves. They're both nenbers
of the Yellowhead Tribal Council, and there are other
menbers of the Yell owhead Tribal Council in the
Yel | owhead constituency. Again, there's a case of
sone resonance with -- for themas -- a nore powerful
voice to a single Menber of Parlianent who can carry
their concerns, and | think that that is -- that has
been a tremendous benefit.

| do propose a change to Banff- Cochrane.
recormend that all of Banff National Park be brought

i nto Banff-Cochrane and that the northern boundary be
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noved from H ghway 11 north to the north edge of
Township 42 from Jasper National Park boundary to the
west edge of the North Saskatchewan River in the east,
i ncluding six -- excluding the six sections of the
Sunchil d Reserve. Essentially, the boundary -- what
I'm proposing is that fromthe -- from Yel |l owhead
in-- just move the line to this point and draw it
straight across there, and what this does, it wll
change the population very little, but it nmakes -- it
resol ves your Nordegg problemthat you' ve already
alluded to because there's very little population in
that area. Wat | suggest is |eave the -- | eave the
reserves in Yell owhead: 598 people in the Sunchild,
506 people in the O Chiese. That is the |argest

popul ation there. The other popul ations are centered
right down in this area, and then at Nordegg, right
about there, there's a few people on the north and on
the south side, and then one other little popul ation
that is highly transient but still there is right here
at Saskat chewan River Crossing, and by the use of

H ghway 93 and Hi ghway 11, you take that one tiny,
little, isolated pocket of population and nove it into
Yel | owhead, so distant fromall other popul ations.

H ghway 11 corridor ties all these peopl e together
CHAI RVAN: You're not referring to a

First Nations popul ati on at Saskatchewan Crossing?

BRI AN MAZZA: Saskat chewan River Crossing is a
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comerci al center

CHAI RVAN: Yes.

BRI AN MAZZA: And so there's a highly transient
popul ati on, but people who could actually be resident
there I ong enough to establish voting criteria.

CHAI RVAN: Ri ght .

BRI AN MAZZA: And so what this does is, by
drawing that line, it seens to take in a huge area

but the population is extrenely tiny. | guess, it

m ght help the Commission to see. This is a county
map. It's alittle on the old side, but it gives just
an indication of this idea.

CHAI RVAN: Is that C earwater County?

BRI AN MAZZA: This is -- this is a portion of

Cl earwater County, and what it does is, if you look in
the corner there, the southwest -- or the southeast
corner of Yellowhead, there's a tiny, little |ake,
that's this one. What it is, is there's alittle bit
of farm and that surrounds that |ake and then travels
up the river.

By noving the boundary to the north section of
the north of Township 42, so even with the bottom of
the reserve, essentially, it would take in this tiny,
little bit of population. Most of the popul ation
that's west of the river falls into the yellow area
just west of Rocky Mountain House and on the south

side of Hi ghway 11, so what it does is it allows a
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single polling district -- a single polling station to
take in account for all of these people, there, and it
would -- | think it would ease matters for a returning
officer -- would ease matters for a returning officer
from Banff-Cochrane, and al so ease returning officers
probl ens from Yel |l owhead, and then all of those people
are within easy reach of Rocky Muntain House, which
I think, would rmake their representation by a Menber
of Parlianment a little bit easier. It's a very mnor
change to make but | think one that would -- that
woul d resolve the western issue quite nicely.
Popul ation is very sparse. |It's grouped in snall
collections, but it's -- | think that would help
matters quite a bit, and |'mhappy to provide this to
you.

And | do want to nake a note that while | am
tal ki ng about noving a significant area from
Yel | owhead i nto Banff-Cochrane, | make no
reconmmendati ons on the boundary for the County of
Wet askiwin, even though | live within 3 kiloneters of
all three constituenci es where they cone together at
that little nexus. |'ve advised the county that |
think that they would have sone benefit by being
represented by two Menbers of Parlianent instead of
one. It's nice to have several voices going ahead on
your behalf, so -- but | know that that's not a

popul ar position, already stressed.
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So | didtell you I'd provide sonething
conpletely different here, and that's ny presentation.
CHAI RVAN: M. Mazza, do you have a copy of
your presentation?

BRI AN MAZZA: | do, yes.

CHAI RVAN: Oh, good. That will be very

hel pful, and does it contain the rather technical

poi nts that you were making?

BRI AN MAZZA: The technical points that |'m
maki ng are actually quite sinple, and they are
contained in the docunent.

CHAI RVAN: Yes, that's just fine, sir. Do
you have any questions?

BARRY: Well, 1I'mnow being taught by ny

forner student, and that's exactly the way it should

be.

KHULLAR: No, no questions. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RIVAN: M. Mazza, take sone advice from

soneone quite a lot older. Don't be concerned about
bei ng unpopular. |'msure you're not, being in the
busi ness you are.

BRI AN MAZZA: M hm

CHAI RVAN: As a Conmi ssion, we've |earned
during our travels that we're not in a popularity
contest; and if we are, we've lost it.

BRI AN MAZZA: | guess ny question to you is have
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you | earned whet her you' ve done anything right yet?
CHAI RVAN: Just now. As a matter of fact, in
Ednonton, it might interest you to know, that the
Ednont on Sun quoted one of the Ednonton City
councillors as having said, "Wat noron canme up with
this?" And when | quoted those remarks to the
Ednonton neeting, Deb Grey was in the audi ence, and
she reassured us by saying that to be called a noron
in the House of Commpbns neans you've had a good day.

Thanks, M. Mzza.

Is M. Gegg -- oh, sorry, Doreen R MacDonal d
from Red Deer.

Thanks, ma'am CGo ahead, pl ease.

DOREEN R. MACDONALD: Thank you. Well, first of all

| appreciate the opportunity to voice ny concerns
about the proposed el ectoral boundary changes to take
pl ace in 2004.

Secondly, because | live in the Gty of Red Deer
I"mnot personally affected by the proposed changes.
| do, however, see changes nade that seriously affect
many people who are currently within the Red Deer
constituency and to whom|'m personally involved with
t 0o.

| recognize that it is federal |law to reassess
and readjust boundaries according to popul ation growth
every ten years, but | have to ask: Are the drastic

changes to the Red Deer riding necessary or are we
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| ooki ng at change for change sake or because of
changes of other ridings? | think you ve answered
sone of those questions already.

It is clear that the Red Deer popul ation has and
is growing as well as many smaller communities within
the riding, but are the number nore inportant than the
geogr aphi c/ economi ¢ needs of the citizens in the
constituency as long as the popul ation i s manageabl e
and can be represented fairly?

There are, and always will be, people on the
ot her side of the boundary line. However, when city
limts and major highways are the criteria used to
est abl i sh new boundari es, the natural denographics of
comuni ties are overl ooked.

In the case of the area i medi ately east of
Red Deer, which we've gone through, and | probably
won't because | do point out that everything that
those people imedi ately east of Red Deer -- well, |
woul d say al nost to the Pine Lake boundary too, but
particularly those in the Bal noral and east
comunities there, do their business, everything, in
Red Deer

There's a lady in the audience tonight that
pointed out to me the first Ladies Auxiliary to the
Red Deer Hospital was sonething |ike 1904, | can't
renmenber the exact date, came fromthe Bal noral, that

area just east of Red Deer, it's not in Red Deer, so
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that's kind of history of that.

Yet, with the proposed boundary change, for
federal representation -- the proposed boundary change
for federal representation, these sane citizens wll
have to go far to the south and east for their
concerns. This, when within easy access and in their
area is a representative, a Menber of Parlianent, who
can nore directly take care of their requirements

Under st andably, with today's comruni cation
technol ogy and transportation, access is nore
avai |l abl e, regardl ess of distance, making it possible
to take care of constituents. But these sane
technol ogi es make it possible for a Member of
Parlianment to nmanage a greater population with al
their concerns and interests, and in the case of this
particul ar constituency of rural/urban m x, a genera
conmonal i ty.

So | ooking at the west of Red Deer, we see a
popul ati on whose flow of trade and conmmerce
entertai nnent, nedical energencies and ot her needs, as
has al ready been pointed out, are in Red Deer, not in
Banff or Cochrane, even Airdrie, another major center
in that proposed Banff-Cochrane constituency.

Looking -- again, | just pointed out in
describing our present electoral district, which
won't go into now, but you are aware of, and we are

aware of, then there's the -- but this new proposed
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el ectoral boundary woul d see Red Deer constituency
shrink to exclude the popul ation i medi ately east of
the Red Deer city limts and H ghway 2 and people a
short distance west of Eckville. Total popul ation of
the riding would be in the range of 100, 800, according
to the information | have.

And | woul d suggest that we | ook at including --
keepi ng the eastern boundaries of Red Deer simlar as
what they are, and | would say that maybe if we | ooked
at going north to Bl ackfalds and foll owi ng west on
Township 41 to the provincial border and goi ng south
to the -- west, to foll ow west on Township 35 to the
border, would take in a lot of the people that we're
concerned about .

However, another thought would be to go -- for
the western portion of the riding to consider going
west on Township 41 from Bl ackfal ds to Range 10 and
then cut south to Township 35. That would elimnate
the nmountain areas, the Nordeggs and sone of the
reserves, the two reserves that we have there.

From t he popul ati on nunbers obtai ned fromtowns
and counties, and this | did on nmy own, | just
estimated, and this was very difficult, it's just --
it is arough estinmate, |1've estimated that if we
stuck to that kind of a boundary for Red Deer
constituency, the popul ati on woul d be about 115, 000.

Now, that is probably not very accurate, but the best
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| could do with the information | got fromthe various
county offices and town offices.

This nunber is feasible and conpares with the
popul ati on nunbers consi dered for other riding changes
under the proposed el ectoral boundary changes.

I firmy believe that the above suggesti on nmakes
sense and would serve the majority of the
constituents.

Thank you.

MS. KHULLAR: I'd like to say thank you. |
noti ce you've attached to nap to your subm ssion

MRS. DOREEN R. MACDONALD: It's very rough, very rough

M5. KHULLAR: | appreciate that, but it's
hel pful .  Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: It's very helpful. Thanks so
nmuch.

MRS. DOREEN R NMACDONALD: Ckay.

M5. KHULLAR: Thank you very mnuch

MRS. DOREEN R NMACDONALD: Thank you

THE CHAI RVAN: There's a chair up here, sir, if
you woul d care to be seated. That's okay? Ckay.

Is M. Greg Johnson fromthe County of Red Deer
here yet?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Reeve Johnson isn't here yet. W
put his name down the list.
THE CHAI RVAN: Yes. W know about -- yes, we

know he's busy, so we can wait.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And if he doesn't show, two of us

THE

councillors will do an inpronptu for you
CHAI RVAN: By the way, the quote fromthe
Ednonton Sun is sonething | illustrated by way of
joke. | wasn't suggesting that anybody indul ge
thenselves in that sort of nane-calling, not that |
expected it fromthis civilized crowd.

I think what we'll do is take a 15 minute break
now. We're noving along pretty good, and | think that
with an equival ent anpbunt of tinme after 15 m nutes, we

can finish up. Thank you.

( ADJ OURNVENT)

THE

CHAI RVAN: Ladi es and gentlenmen, we'll cal
the neeting to order, please.
M. Geg C. Johnson.
GREGG C. JOHNSON: Wl |, thank you, M. Chairman and
nmenbers of the Comm ssion, for holding this and for
hol ding up the neeting today. | apologize. | was in
a one-hour NRCB appeal that turned into a three-hour
hearing, so | do apol ogi ze for bei ng sonewhat tardy.
My presence here today, M. Chairman, is to relay
the concerns or the perspective of the Red Deer County
to you today. W did debate this issue two sessions
ago of council, and what council wanted me to bring
forward to you today was the notion that really a
federal riding should be based on a nexus, a comunity

nexus of where peopl e reside and where they have their



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

66

nost significant point of interest.

In this case, of course, we have the Gty of Red
Deer. Red Deer County, in cooperation with its
nmuni ci pal partners, have established many bodi es such
as the Dianmond Wllow, the famly and comunity
support services of Red Deer and area. W have
regi onal systenms that go throughout our county in
cooperation with other nunicipalities.

What's clear, both froman econonic trading
perspective and froma -- froma community perspective
and a political perspective is that Red Deer is indeed
the center of the area.

| saw a nunmber of the changes, and, of course,
what concerned us the nost was the shift towards the
eastern boundary elimnating the vast majority of the
eastern portion of Red Deer County fromthe new
boundary.

Speaki ng personally, | live a half a kiloneter
outside the City of Red Deer, and the proposal woul d
have made ne now within the division of Drunmheller
whi ch, from ny perspective, was rather absurd since ny
nost -- ny | argest causal connection is to the City of
Red Deer.

So council's position I'd like to reiterate today
is the possibility that all of Red Deer County be
i ncorporated within the federal Red Deer riding.

We all recognize that in many cases change is
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inevitable. W certainly recognize that sonetines
change is good, but if there's going to be a change,

it should be for a good reason. | think the good
reason for a change in this instance is to reflect the
fact that everyone within Red Deer County really does
recogni ze the City of Red Deer as being their
substantive connection froma comunity perspective,
so we would like to see that position put forward,

and, if nothing else, to | eave the boundaries the way
they are. Sonetines change isn't good, and, in sone
respects, this is perhaps a testament to the man that
does such a good job representing us in Gtawa, and we
all like to keep with him If a change is required,

pl ease consider the inclusion of all the Red Deer

County.
| think that's about it.
Ch, I'msorry, M. Chairman, if you have any
guestions, |I'd be happy to answer them
KHULLAR: No, | don't, thank you
CHAI RVAN: No. You're a marvel of

succinctness, sir, and it's a point that was made by
ot hers, and we have di scussed sonme of the points, you
know, in your absence, sir, so | won't go over plow ng
up the sane ground again, but rest assured that you
share a belief which is held strongly by others, and
we'll see what can be done to partially accomobdate

your wi shes.
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GREGG C.  JOHNSON: Thank you, sir. Thank you.
CHAI RVAN: M. Edward MBri de.

Oh, | forgot to ask the | ast speaker if he had a
paper copy of his remarks.
GREGG C. JOHNSON: ["msorry, sir, | don't
CHAI RVAN: If you want to submit one, it
woul d be a help to us, and please do so before the end
of the nonth.
GREGG C. JOHNSON: I will do so
CHAI RVAN: Thank you
GREGG C. JOHNSON: Thank you.
CHAI RVAN: Yes, sir.
EDWARD MCBRI DE: kay. | amhere to nake a
recomendati on on behal f of the Raven Community Center
which is approxinmately 48 kil onmeters west of
I nnisfail.

Qur nenbers live in the far west portion of the
Red Deer County on the west side of H ghway 766 and
the adj oi ni ng southeasterly corner of the County of
Clearwater. Until now, this area has been -- forned
part of the Red Deer district. However, the
Conmi ssi on proposal for the revision of the Red Deer
boundari es places our community in the new y-fornmed
Banf f - Cochrane district.

From a study of your website information, you
have done a very thorough job of allocating the

reconmrended numrber of electors to each district;
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however, this mathematical exercise does not take into
account the comunity of interest considerations. W
have very strong ties to Red Deer district, which we
believe we should remain in that district.

Now, | have a couple of paragraphs here on the
el ectoral boundaries which | will omt because they've
been di scussed.

Havi ng therefore established the inportance of
the community of interest in general, | wuld like to
point out the Raven Comunity's ties with the Red Deer
district.

The majority of us are taxpayers in the Red Deer
County for medi cal services, including anbul ances,
hospital, doctors, all are |located in the Red Deer
County. Qur children go to school in Spruce Viewin
Red Deer County. Qur RCMP detachnment is in Innisfai
in Red Deer County. Qur mmil service cones from
Innisfail in the Red Deer County. Qur |ocal papers
are published in Innisfail and Red Deer. A nunber of
our nenbers are enployed in Innisfail or Red Deer
County. Council resides in this area. Fromthe eight
directors -- oh, sorry, four of our eight directors in
Spruce View live in this area, and our nenbers and
vol unteers and officers of social, recreational and
cul tural organizations. Wth all these ties to the
Red Deer County, we feel that the nove to the

Banf f-Cochrane district would deprive us of
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representation.

Since the current proposed boundaries of the
Red Deer district enclose a popul ati on of 103, 065
versus a provincial quotient of 106,243, of this area
west of Hi ghway 66, it will not violate these
nunerical guidelines.

We thank you for your attention and trust that
you will consider our request.
KHULLAR: M. MBride, would you m nd just
using the pointer and just showi ng ne on the map?
|'ve got the geography and the notes, but it's helpfu
to see it visually where the comunity is |ocated
EDWARD MCBRI DE: It should just point, should it?
KHULLAR: You have to squeeze down, and a

little red cones out.

EDWARD MCBRI DE: Ch, okay.

KHULLAR: There.

EDWARD MCBRI DE: Ckay, it's this panhandl e right
her e.

KHULLAR: Okay.

EDWARD MCBRI DE: The population of it is virtually
nil. There's very few people there.

CHAI RVAN: Yes. So you have to drive to

| nnisfail for --

EDWARD MCBRI DE: For services, yes
CHAI RVAN: O Red Deer.
EDWARD MCBRI DE: Yes, or Red Deer.
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M5. KHULLAR: Ckay. Thank you very much.
THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you, sir. That was very
hel pful .

I think we have a team Lou Soppit and
Larry Hol stead. Go ahead, sir.
LOU SOPPI T: Good eveni ng, Commi ssion
Chai rperson, Menbers of the Conm ssion. M nane is
Lou Soppit, and I'mthe mayor of Rocky Muntai n House.
| would like to thank you for this opportunity to
present the views of the Rocky Muntain House town
council on the proposed changes to the federal
el ectoral boundaries. Many of ny renmarks tonight are
going to be repetitious, as of before, but I've been
charged with the duty of presenting these to you, and
| shall present them

The popul ati on of Rocky Mountain House is 6208,
and we are |located 80 kilonmeters west of the City of
Red Deer. W are a vibrant, grow ng conmunity, and
our econom ¢ sector includes agriculture, oil and gas,
tourismand forestry. Qur council is very concerned
about the proposed changes to the el ectoral boundaries
and how they will affect federal representation for
the Town of Rocky Mbuntain House and our nei ghboring
muni ci pality surroundi ng the town, nanmely: the
Cl earwat er County. Counsel clearly supports
mai nt ai ni ng federal representation for the town

through the existing Red Deer riding rather than the
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proposed riding of Banff-Cochrane. W have nothing
agai nst Banff, Cochrane, Airdrie; however, | feel that
our boundaries could be left going east and west,
narrowi ng down the north and south, and | think that's
been poi nted out before in previous speakers.

The Town of Rocky Mountain House has strong ties
with the City of Red Deer and other comrunities within
the Red Deer constituency. W share conmon
associ ations on a regional basis. These associations
i ncl ude regional health service, a common regional
educational board, and we're in the process at this
particular time of building a nulti $20 mllion new
hi gh school connected with Red Deer Coll ege, which our
students in Rocky Mountain House will be able to get a
trade in Rocky Mountain House w thout having to travel

to the cities.

CHAI RVAN: Your high school burned, didn't
it?

LQU SOPPI T: Par don ne?

CHAI RVAN: D d your high school -- did you

have a fire in --

LQU SOPPI T: No, that was the junior high.
CHAI RVAN: That was the junior high, oh.
LQU SOPPI T: But we're building a new high

school that wi |l probably include the public high
school, St. Matt's Hi gh School and the Red Deer

College; so it all ties together in a $20 million
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conpl ex which is going to be -- we're going to be
very, very proud of, and we would like to be tried
with Red Deer in that point.

Qur econom ¢ devel opnent -- oh, excuse ne, and
our regional econom c devel opment, to nanme only a few
of the other instances.

Qur major trade and travel patterns are on an
east to west basis using H ghway 11. As | said
before, we'd rather see the east/west expanded or
narrowed and the north and south -- pardon ne, the
north and south narrowed, and the east and west going
from border to border, or however it conmes about.

This further pronmotes our community's affiliation
to other conmunities within the current riding.

Travel tinme between sone communities within the

Banf f - Cochrane riding woul d require in excess of three
hours. W have not historically been closely aligned
with comunities, including the proposed

Banf f - Cochrane ri di ng.

The town is al so concerned about our nei ghbor and
surroundi ng county's federal representation being
fragnented. The proposed constituency boundaries will
di vide the County of C earwater between three
constituencies: Yell owhead, Wetaskiw n and
Banf f - Cochrane, instead of the county being prinmarily
represented by the current Red Deer constituency. W

bel i eve that the proposed boundary changes will reduce
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the opportunity for the town and county residents to
share comon issues with their Menber of Parlianent,
and we are very proud of our present Menmber of
Par | i ament .

The conmmunities -- the conmunities of the
Red Deer riding have nade conscious effort to work
toget her cooperatively. The Town of Rocky Mountain
House believes that our Menber of Parlianent
representing us through the current Red Deer boundary
alignment will result in the nost effective
representation for our area.

Thank you for your time and for our presentation,

and |'mhere to answer any questions that you would

have.

CHAI RVAN: Do you have any questions?
KHULLAR: No, | don't, but |I'd say thank you
very nmuch.

LOU SOPPI T: Thank you

CHAI RVAN: M. Hol stead, did you wish to

speak as wel | ?

LARRY HOLSTEAD: No, sir. The mayor has said it
wel |, thank you.

CHAI RVAN: kay, thanks. Thank you very
nmuch.

LOU SOPPI T: You've got it --

CHAI RVAN: We have a copy of it, thanks very
nmuch, sir.
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to make a verbal presentation

If you for the opportunity tonight

I'm Peter Fenrich,

Mayor of Forestberg, Alberta, and |'m here

representing our council's position

We are currently in the Crowf oot constituency.

Under the proposal, we would be noved to the

Drumhel | er constituency.

Qur first

request is that we

be united with other Flagstaff comunities. Wat has

happened under this proposa

is Flagstaff County has

been divi ded novi ng Forest berg- Yel | onhead, Alliance

south and the rest of the county north.

Pr ef erabl e

for ease, | think it would be easier to include us in

the north riding of Vegreville-Wainwight.

Basically, the population that would shift would

be negligible. Forestberg is around 900 peopl e,

Yel | owhead, Alliance are quite a bit

farmers around there.

|l ess, and the

And our reasoning behind this

is largely based on what we see for Canada and in the

future. We feel the nunicipalities will be working

cl oser and nore cooperatively together

It makes it

quite difficult if we have to cross the Battle River

and go south, seeing right now all

our trade routes

run north/west. We'd have a difficult time devel oping

a relationship with those communities and sharing

resources, both human as wel |l

respect to recreation,

heal t h,

as financial with

school ,

etcetera.
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Basi cal |y, what we've done, our counci
currently, and councils before us, have devel oped a
pretty good relationship with our surrounding
conmunities going north and west and largely
Fl agstaff County. We have worked toward the
regi onal i zati on of our anbul ance, regionalization of
our waste collection, a county-wi de fire agreenent, we
have two seniors conpl exes that run under the name
Fl agst af f Regi onal Housing. We're currently working
toward new rec. agreenents. As for health and school
they both run north/west out of Canrose.

Basically, to sumit up, as we nove into the
future, we feel it will be nore efficient to use our
resources if we were of |like mnd, as you' ve pointed
out; and in doing so, we'd like to be intact as a
county, be it in the northern riding or the southern
riding, we feel for ease, just to nove that |ine south
there and engulf that bottom part.

The secondary request, and |'mnot -- | don't
know if I'mold enough to di spense political w sdom or
not. Just listening to other concerns tonight, a |ot
of the problemwith the Drumheller riding is its nane
itself. It creates a lot of aninpbsity, and that's
just a personal feeling. W have nothing to do with
Drumhel l er, or very little, although if you | ook at
our current riding, it's quit vast; so we recognize we

have to be in a big riding, and we woul d appreciate a
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name that recognizes everybody.
The other thing that | just found tonight, |
think you saw this norning, was a suggestion to keep

Crowfoot intact. Qur MP gave ne a copy of that, and

"1l attach it --
CHAI RVAN: Okay.
PETER FENRI CH: -- under a separate cover. That

woul d al so be acceptable to our counsel, but 1'1lI
bring it back before them before formally agreeing to
t hat .

And that is pretty much all | have.

CHAI RVAN: M. Fenrich, just on the point of
the Drumhel |l er name, we heard the nessage, in no
uncertain ternms, fromthe residents of Drumheller
earlier today, who have a great respect for

Chief Crowfoot and the I egacy he left in that part of
the world, and many of themresist the nane change,
and, of course, that is another aspect of or proposa
which is not witten in stone either, and it could
change. W'Ill just have to take these things into
account .

If you want to read our proposal, this is for
everybody here, you will see in very abbreviated form
the reasons we have nmade various changes; and if you
wonder why we're not debating with these speakers
tonight, the reason is that we're here to listen

primarily, and not debate or argue as advocates woul d
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for a certain point of view W appreciate very nuch
all the commrents that we're hearing

And | don't think ny coll eagues have any coments
or questions, sir, so -- and, by the way, you

certainly are old enough to dispense political advice.

KHULLAR: Thank you very much.
PETER FENRI CH: Thank you
CHAI RVAN: Thank you

Now, Mayor Marjorie Peters and M. Dick
Sommervi l | e.

Let me guess, you're M. Somerville.

DI CK SOMVERVI LLE: I"'m M. Somerville, yes, indeed.
CHAI RVAN: Ckay.

DI CK SOMMERVI LLE: And | want to thank this

Conmi ssion for the opportunity to be here to bring you
all greetings on behalf of our mayor who woul d have

l'i ked to have been here too but other conmm tments were
such that she couldn't.

Mayor Peters and the council asked me to convey
their appreciation for this exercise. Qite often we
feel that our political systemis so heavily wei ghed
to the east that we get what they give us, so we do
appreci ate the chance to speak, and we still believe
in denbcracy and are willing to fight for it. W want
to thank you for giving us this chance.

Now, having said that, | would like to say that |

really don't have any solutions for you. Wat we've
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done is we've conme here recogni zing the task that
you're taking on. W want to encourage you and thank
you for the devotion you folks are putting to this,
and your staff, and we want to encourage all the
people here to try and renmai n open-m nded about this
and realize that this is a bit of a |abor of love. |If
we weren't growing, we wouldn't be here. W're in a
province that's bl essed, and we have to recogni ze that
inawrld that's kind of upside down; so while we're
trying to figure things out and worry about who's
going to get represented by what, let's remenber the
good things, and | want to thank Bob MIls for keeping
us informed and for doing an excellent job, and
really feel that, and, | nmean, he has represented ne
inthe way that | would like to be represented, and

wi sh ny council was hear to speak for thensel ves, but
| believe that they would feel the sane way, Bob, and
thank you very kindly.

I nstead of rehashing what's been said about the
services and the things that we |like and the things
that we do and where we go to do them those points
have been nmade, and | know they'l|l be considered by
you fol ks, and | thank you for that, but maybe on a
little nore of a personal note, what | would like to
say is one of the fellows, the Mayor -- or, excuse ne,
the reeve from-- Raynond Prins from Laconbe County

said that representation by population is only
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partially fair, and we know that, but we haven't --
unl ess sonebody has got a better idea, we haven't
found it yet, so we are working together towards that
end, which is why we're here.

But one of the things that | think needs to be
taken into consideration in the formula is -- maybe
I"mogetting nore sentimental as | get ol der, but,
frankly, the degree of peace and satisfaction | fee
inm lifeis directly related to the things | feel |
have in common with the people around nme in ny home
and in ny area and in ny district, and I don't know
about traveling down to -- you know, when | think
about splitting things up, anything that divides and
separates us, I'magainst. And | try to go, and
think I can speak again for some of the people that I
know in our area, that go to great lengths to try and
protect our heritage and who we are in our culture and
our famly units and that sort of thing, and we wll
do whatever we can to inprove the networking and the
soci al exchange in our areas, and, again, as | said,
really don't have any answers. There isn't a quick
fix for this, I"'mpretty sure, but we -- | think we're
doing it right, and | want to thank you for the
invitation to be here, and I 1ook forward to the
transcripts of these remarks so that | can take them
back to our council on behalf of what all you other

fol ks say, and, in closing, | would like to invite you
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all conme and see Caroline. |If you don't know where we
are, if you drew a line between Sundre and Lou over
here in Rocky, we'd be about hal fway, so we're just a

nice little day trip for nost of you, and please, and

t hank you.

KHULLAR: Thank you very much.

BARRY: Thank you for this presentation
CHAI RVAN: M. Sommerville, that, | mnust say,

was a very el oquent presentation of some very basic
concepts, and we very appreciate it, as |'msure
everybody el se did. Thanks.

DI CK SOMMERVI LLE:  Thank you ki ndly.

CHAI RVAN: And again, sir, if you have a
copy, would you leave it with us or provide us with
one, if you wish, before the end of the nonth.

If | ever forget to say that, it's not because
think your presentation wasn't great, it's sinply the
fact that | forgot it; so anybody who is presenting
tonight, if you haven't already given us a hard copy
of your remarks, one would be appreciated by the end
of the nonth. Thanks.

And | think now we are at M. G ant Howel .
GRANT HOWELL: Thank you very much. | come
before you this evening because | feel as a citizen of
this great country | have a responsibility to provide
ny views when they're sought, and | thank you very

much for the opportunity and for the sense that | get
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that you are very actively listening to the input of
peopl e that are here.

I''mnot going to go over the many things that
have been nmade very -- points that have been nmade very
well. One area though that I would like to explore a
little bit with you is the rules around el ectora
districts, and it was ny understanding that the
el ectoral districts must not be greater than 25
percent higher or |ower than the electoral quota by
the province, unless there are exceptiona
ci rcunst ances, which my understandi ng was you coul d
actually go higher. |If that's the case, then our
current status is well within those guidelines, and
understand there is a need to be responding to the
changes that are occurring in our province, and it's
been brought up several tinmes that probably in another
ten years there's going to be another mmjor change in
the Red Deer area, and so | think that if -- unless
' m m sunderstanding that, we are within those kinds
of guidelines. And the other guidelines that | think
are very wi se ones that are put forward, such as:

" t he Commi ssion shall consider the
followi ng in determ ning reasonabl e
el ectoral district boundari es:

(i) the commnity of interest or

community of identity in or the

hi storical pattern of an electora
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district in the province
and that's been tal ked about many tinmes this evening,
and | think quite eloquently. Also:

(ii) a manageabl e geographic size for

districts in sparsely popul ated, rura

or northern regions of the province."
and | think that's also one that very clearly affects
us, and, as it's been brought up before, that surely
the contiguous population clusters -- | know that's a
| ot of funny words, but that's just how it strikes
me -- around Red Deer and the national patterns of
where we travel, denonstrate a very strong conmunity
of interest that is better served, | think, with the
current systemthan with the -- with the proposed one.

As a resident of this area | can tell you that I
love to visit Drumheller. | have been there within
the last nonth, but | share no sense of identity with
it other than we share the same river. |'msure that
Drumhel | er residents feel nuch nore closely aligned
with their rural partners and even Cal gary than they
do with Red Deer.

And | guess there's one other point. As an urban
citizen, | don't m nd having the urban ratio higher
than the rural ratio. That situation is recognized in
the second guideline |isted above, and rural MPs have
huge geographic areas to serve, as has been nenti oned,

and ny feeling is, as a kid that was born and rai sed
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in urban comunities in Al berta, that our rura
citizens have done and continue to do their share as
nation builders and nation sustainers, and their
voi ces need to be heard, and | think that the vast
area that is included there in the riding proposed as
Drumhel | er makes that nore difficult.

My one recomrendati on would be to all ow your
gui delines to give you the guidance in your
del i berati ons and hear the people that have brought
their views forward, |ooking at the ways and pl aces
that peopl e gather and formthe boundaries away from
such artificial boundaries as city limts and mgjor
hi ghways where possible, and | think those points were
brought up, for exanple, in the Nordegg situation, the
H ghway 2 situation.

And I'd just -- one final point in conclusion. |
don't viewthis as -- ny subnission here as a
resi stance to change, which I know is an easy place to
get to. There has been a lot of tal k about our growth

and the need for change in the future; but the strong

concern | have is that this redistribution, | think
is worse for us than the one we now have. It divides
us as citizens. It forces our close neighbors with

whom we have close ties to travel significantly Iong
di stances to distant and different regions to have
their voices heard, and | would really encourage us to

work from a successful npdel and nmke the m nor
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adjustrrents that may be necessary to take us to the
next -- through the next ten years when there will be
anot her maj or change.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN: M. Howell, thank you very nuch
That was very ably expressed.

Now, the next speaker, there is an indication
that she mght be late. 1s Mary Anne Jabl onski here?

She is.

MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: Thank you. | want to thank you
very much for being here tonight with us. | know how
hard it nust be for you to sit for a |long day and
listen to presentations, and being the 18th presenter
a lot nmy points have already been nmade, but ny nane is
Mary Anne Jabl onski, and I'mthe M.A for Red Deer
North. | live in Hawk Hill, which is in the east
section of the riding, just slightly north near the
Bal noral and Canyon Heights areas, and |I'mhere to ask
that the East H |l area, being -- that includes

Bal noral, Canyon Heights, Hawk Hills, Forest G een
remain in the Red Deer riding.

Many of ny neighbors are here tonight, and we
live a nmere four blocks fromthe City of Red Deer. In
the province, we're going through el ectoral boundary
changes as well, and | understand how difficult this
job must be, but to take nei ghborhoods that are three

or four blocks fromthe City of Red Deer, two m nutes
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by fast car and three minutes by regular speed --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: One minute for you.

VB.

THE

MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: -- and link themup to Drunheller
is not reasonable, and | just want you to know, |
never for one mnute thought, when | read that
Ednont on paper, that any of this committee were

nor ons.

CHAI RVAN: Thank you.

MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: And al t hough t he Drunhel |l er
representative would strive to do a good job,
representati on woul d not be as equitable as
representation fromthe Red Deer rep. It's hard to
under stand why | woul d be expected to travel two hours
to Drunheller to see ny MP when | can travel

15 mnutes to ny representative in Red Deer.
Accessibility to the MP would be very difficult when
the center is Drumheller and not Red Deer.

Qur Red Deer rep now attends many of the sane
events that we attend. W can see himfrequently at
celebrations in Red Deer and at Rotary Club. | would
find it difficult to attend Rotary C ub neetings in
Drumhel ler to keep in touch with ny federal rep.

The issues are very different between Red Deer
and Drunheller, the Drunhell er area being nade up of
farmers and dinosaurs; and | was referring to the
pal eont ol ogy and not the seniors of Drumheller.

The east area of the Red Deer riding are
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primarily acreage owners, and Red Deer is their center
for schools, health care, work, shopping and busi ness,
and even our crimnals and offenders are housed in the
Red Deer Remand Centre.

The Drumhell er area now -- concerns would
include -- their issues and concerns woul d include
agriculture and small business. Red Deer issues would
i ncl ude honel essness and Child Wl fare, wonen's
shelters, crinme and Hell's Angels. Qur industry is
different, and we are the service center for the
oilfield as well as a major food processing center
The East Hill of Red Deer is attached to the City of
Red Deer to such an extent that we think we are
Red Deerites. To renove this integral part of the
Red Deer riding and join it to the good Drunheller
riding is like anputating it's right arm

Is it logical to take the market area of Red Deer
and bond it to the Drumheller area? Red Deer neets
the needs of all the East Hill area, and East Hil
residents would find it difficult to have their needs
nmet by a Drunhell er-centered representative.

And finally, | see the population of Red Deer in
2001 is 18 percent above the normfor a federa
riding. Two things to remenber is that our M
M. Bob MIls, has never conpl ai ned about the size of
this riding, and, in spite of the size, he does a

dammed good job of representing everyone very well.
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On the other hand, how difficult it will be for
the Drumheller rep to adequately represent those who
have two hours -- who live two hours fromhis center.

Now, M. Howell has raised the follow ng points,
but I think they're significant enough to be noted
again. On page 1, part 1, in your fourth paragraph
it's stated the El ectoral Boundaries Act is concerned
with nore than the representati on by population. You
are directed to consider comunity of interest, our
comunity of identity and the historical pattern of an
el ectoral district and a nanageabl e geographi c si ze.

| believe, and nost of ny nei ghbors believe, that
the last two considerations are not represented by the
proposed change. Qur community of interest is
Red Deer. Qur comunity of identity is Red Deer. The
hi storical pattern of this electoral district is
Red Deer, and including the East Hi Il of Red Deer and
the Bal noral and Canyon Heights area in the Drunheller
ri ding does not constitute a nmanageabl e geographic
size for the Drumhell er representative

The act all ows a maxi mum popul ati on of 132, 804.
The Red Deer riding, as it stands, is below this
maxi mum wi th 125,000. |If you are unable to nmaintain
the Red Deer riding as it stands, please allowthe
East Hill area to remain within the Red Deer riding
and that includes the Bal noral and Canyon heights

ar ea.
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Thanks very nuch for |istening.

THE CHAI RVAN: Just stay where you are,

Ms. Jabl onski for a second, please. W night have
sonme questions.

| want to reassure you that the question of
East H Il was canvassed very early in this neeting,
and we were very well aware of the concerns, and we're
wor ki ng on a solution to them

You pointed out that the issues between Red Deer
and Drunheller are very different, one for the rather
droll reason that there's farmers and di nosaurs in
Drumheller. | just wanted to tell you that | was born
in Drumheller, and people still refer to me as a
di nosaur at tines.

KHULLAR: Ms. Jabl onski, | should have asked
this question of an earlier speaker, but |'ve got you
here now.

As Justice MacCall um said, we are working on a
solution to deal with the east border of Red Deer, but
could you assist ne, assist us, in perhaps using our
poi nter and showi ng us exactly what area is
enconpassed by the East Hill? | nean, does it go al
the way to the river or just -- you have to push down
on the button and it turns red. Yes.

MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: |'m being chanpi oned by ny
friends in this room They're saying yes, so it does

go to the river.
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KHULLAR: kay, so basically fromthe city
boundari es towards the river.

MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: Yes, that's correct.

KHULLAR: Okay.

MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: And slightly north.

CHAI RVAN: Can you draw a line north and

south to show us.

MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: | think -- where is this line?
KHULLAR: The City of Red Deer is --
CHAI RVAN: The City of Red Deer is the

smal ler area there with all the little hatch marks.
MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: |s this East H Il in here?
GREGG C. JOHNSON: No, it's over here. Do you want
ne to do it for you?

KHULLAR: East H Il would be the brown part
there. Yes, that area.

GREGG C. JOHNSON: East H Il is right in there. This
is the Divide Hills.

MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: Right.

GREGG C. JOHNSON: Get the county reeve up here. W
know where our lines are.

KHULLAR: Thank you.

MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: Thank you. Include the

Divide Hills. That's where we want to be included;
but ny friends would Iike you to go to the river too.
CHAI RVAN: And fromthe -- fromthe southern

boundary, how far south does that go, in terns of a --
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MS. MARY ANNE JABLONSKI : Wherever the original Red Deer
boundari es were, the sane boundary.

M5. KHULLAR: The original -- the current
Red Deer boundaries are quite a bit further east, but
the concern --

M5. MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: Okay, to H ghway 42.

M5. KHULLAR ["mjust trying to get a sense of
where the East Hill is, so we go to the river, and so
we just go east fromthe city towards the river. I|I'm
just wondering, including at the southern part of the
city towards the river? | mean, I'mjust trying to
get a sense of where these communities are.

MS. MARY ANNE JABLONSKI : Yes.

MS. KHULLAR: Were Bal noral, Canyon Hei ghts and
Forest Green are.

MB. MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: Ri ght.

MS. KHULLAR: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. MARY ANNE JABLONSKI : Thank you.

MR BOB M LLS: Down to Pine Lake, the Pine Lake
road really.

M5. MARY ANNE JABLONSKI: 1'mglad that my MP knows the
area.

THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you very mnuch,

Ms. Jabl onski .

M. Paul Anderson.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How about Randy Sal er?

THE CHAI RVAN: Anybody know M. Anderson?



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

92

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Is M. Saler not here?

THE

THE

THE

CHAI RVAN: No, M. Saler cancelled

M. Paul Anderson.

Ladi es and gentlenen, | hope you will go hone
feeling that the subm ssions you' ve made have
expressed the points of view which concerned you. W
want to thank you very much for comng. |If we have
m ssed any of the listed presenters, nowis the time
to say so. | don't think we have

M. Paul Anderson had not cancelled, but he
hasn't responded, so he's not outside.

Sir, you were raising your hand, at the back of
the room
GQUY PO RE: If there's nobody el se, sir,
would like to just put inalittle bit of a word.
Unfortunately, | have read this paper here a little
too late, plus the fact there was an amendnent to it.
CHAI RVAN: Just cone to the mcrophone and
identify yourself, sir.

GQUY PO RE: My nane is GQuy Poire. | live in
t he Waskasoos Estate in the Red Deer County.

CHAI RVAN: Have you got the spelling of your
| ast nane, please?

GQUY PO RE: P, as in Peter, OI-RE, and the
reason why | canme in here was just to try to figure
out why -- | know that 1've read that every tenth

session that the ridings are supposed to change.
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Now, personally, | know that this nust cost
hundreds of thousands of dollars. Now we don't seem
to have -- at least we hear, and that's for everybody,
|"'msure, at the federal |evel that we don't have any
noney, at the provincial level that we don't have any
noney, and even the council in the country don't have
any noney. | can't quite figure out why all of a
sudden we are changi ng boundaries whi ch nust cost
literally hundreds of thousands of dollars, and why is
it? It seens that it has been working, to ny
know edge, fairly good. Wy is it all of a sudden
that we are going to change and split everything and
have -- spend nore money? |'msure that if you split
all these counties that you're going to end up with
maybe 20 nore MPs, so you're tal king about 80- to
$100, 000 a year just for those people.

So why is it, this is ny question, that we are at
present, at this time, spending all this noney when --
I"'mnot going to say we don't really need to spent it,
but | understand, fromwhat | hear, that there are
many nore places in the government, all the
governments, to put whatever noney we spend, and this
is my question, and that's all | wanted.

CHAI RVAN: M. Poire, the noney is being
spent and the boundaries are bei ng changed because
Alberta is entitled to two nore seats in the House of

Conmons by reason of the fact that its popul ation has



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

THE

94

i ncreased since the last census. That is the short
answer to your concerns. |If you had been here, sir,
earlier, | suppose you m ght have gotten a better

pi cture as a whole of what's going on here, but | urge
you, sir, to pick up fromour secretary,

Ms. Petryshyn, a copy of the proposal which we

publi shed, as well as a bookl et which explains the
matter in pretty good detail, and | think | can't do
anything better for you at this nmonment, sir, than

refer you to those itenms. The basic reason is we've

got two nore seats. It has to change.
QUY PO RE: Ckay. Well, thanks very nuch.
CHAI RVAN: Thanks very nmuch for com ng, sir.

And | want to thank everybody. W'IIl close the
neeting now. W' ve been in Drunheller today, and
we' ve got to get back to Ednonton early tonorrow
norni ng, so thank you very nuch for coming. The
Conmi ssi on appreci ates the keen interest that the

peopl e of this area have taken in the process.

PUBLI C HEARI NG CONCLUDED
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Certificate of Transcript

the undersigned, hereby certify that the

foregoi ng pages are a true and faithful transcript of

the proceedi ngs taken down by me in shorthand and

transcribed to the best of ny skill and ability.
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Al berta,
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