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Public Hearing held at the Super 8 Mtel, St.Paul

24 Cct ober, 2002, conmencing at 1:30 P. M

THE CHAI RVAN: Wel cone everybody to the St. Paul

hearing for the Federal Electoral Boundaries
Conmi ssion. Qur purpose is to consider these
proposal s, which are published in this form and if
you don't have a copy and you wi sh one, Ms. Petryshyn,
our secretary, will mail one to you. W just don't
have any free ones now. The proposal also came out in
a handout in the nmajor newspapers in summary form and
it is found on the Wb, the address for which you can
get from M. Petryshyn as well

We are here as a Conmi ssion to consider the
proposals today. | am MacCallum from Ednonton. |1'ma
judge of the Court O Queen's Bench of Al berta.
Ritu Khullar is one of the Commi ssioners and
Donald J. Barry is the other. Ritu is from Ednonton
She practices law. M. Barry is a teacher of
Political Science at the University of Calgary.

Qur staff is Ms. Mranda Petryshyn, who is just
at the doorway there. She is the Conmi ssion
Secretary. dga Koval is our reporter for today and
Dawn Mat hews is the CGeography Specialist from Qtawa.

The process, |'Il describe it to you briefly. W
are an independent Comm ssi on appoi nted under the

Federal Electoral Boundaries Readjustnment Act of 1985.
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We are free fromany political influence or

adm nistrative influence of any kind. W are expected
to interpret the law, of course, in a broad sense and
to serve the public interest by bal anci ng various
interests in the community. These interests are
conpeting in many cases so you won't always find your
proposal adopted by us but it will certainly receive
the attention it deserves. The final word is ours in
this business but the process is consultative and we
try to listen to people. W follow the guidelines as
we nust under Section 15 of the Act and Section 3 of
the Constitution.

This is one of our last public hearings. There
will be one nore in Vegreville today and then we are
finished. W've held about 16, 15, sonething like
t hat .

We will prepare our report, anending it as needed
on the basis of what we've heard at these hearings.
Then it goes to the Speaker of the House of Conmons
and then to a Cormittee where it will be considered by
the Menmbers of Parlianent. W then consider their
obj ections or suggestions and nodify our report, if

advi sable. The final report goes to the Chief
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El ectoral Oficer who drafts a Representation O der
which is then proclained into | aw by the Governor in
Counci |

Thi s happens before July of 2003 and the new

boundari es thus established are not in effect unti
July of 2004. So any election called before then will
be contested on the basis of the ridings as they stand
t oday.

The obj ect of your submissions today is electora
boundary readjustnment and it is not the redistribution
forrmul a which allocates the nunmber of seats to the
Provinces. That is beyond our scope and it won't be
open for discussion today but there is a |ot of
interest init sol will just briefly explain howthe
formul a works.

It is found in this booklet, by the way,
Representation in the House of Commbns of Canada.
There is a very good treatnent of the whol e subject
and you can get a copy fromus. |If you want one, just
speak to Mranda and she will give you the address.

You start with the 282 seats which Parliament had

in 1985. You take away 3 seats, one for each of the
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northern territories, the Yukon, Nunavut and the

Nort hwest Territories and then that | eaves you with
279. You take the popul ation of the ten Provinces and
di vide that by 279, which gives you the electora
guotient. The provincial population that is -- to use
Al berta for an exanple -- of 2.9 mllion is then

di vided by that el ectoral quotient and up cones the
nunber 28, which is the nunber of seats allocated to

Al berta. In sone of the Provinces, in fact seven of

the ten, they get nore seats than they woul d ot herw se
have by operation of that fornmula and that is by
reason of two special clauses, the Senatorial clause
and the G andfather clause, which mean that no
Province is entitled to fewer seats in the House of
Comons than it had in 1915 in Senators. So if it had
four Senators in 1915, it gets no fewer than four
seats now and no Province is entitled to fewer MPs
than it had in the 33rd Parlianment in 1976

Now, Al berta's population, as | said, is 2.9
mllion. W have 26 seats now and we are going to
have 28. The provincial quotient or the average per
riding is 106, 243, and under Section 15 of the Act, we

are obliged to devise ridings which are as cl ose as
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reasonably possible to that sum There are other
factors we consider as well but that is the paranount
one because of the desire for equality of vote. But
other factors like community of interest, community of
identity, historical factors, geographical pattern
things like that matter as well, and of course we take
those into account.

We only have three presenters today, |adies and
gentlemen. W have a 15 minute time limt, but I
guess we don't have to be terribly strict about it but
we would like you to confine your remarks so that you
have tinme for sone exchange of questions and answers,

if that is what you would like to do. You are free to

ask questions of us but we will wait until you are

finished speaking until we try to answer them If we

can't answer them we will take them under advi senent.
M. Head is listed first but he and his coll eague

are prepared to have the other two go first, and

Ms. Maryanne Finlay is first on the list. M. Finlay?
Ma'am if you want to have a chair over there.

That m crophone doesn't anplify your voice but the

reporter needs it and she will be taking everything
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you say down verbatim
MARYANNE FI NLEY: | don't have to tal k that | oud.
There is only a few of us here anyway.

I would like to welcone you to our beautiful
community of St. Paul. It is with great pleasure that
| give you this brief for your consideration. | thank
you for accepting our late registry. There was sone
confusi on about which el ectoral boundary changes we
wer e discussing and the chanber has just submitted a
brief on provincial boundary changes. Not that |ong
ago we had done a brief on that.

| want to begin by conpl enenting the Commi ssion
on a job well done. |'msure that you will not hear
that for all the proposed riding changes. But in the
new proposed Westl ock-St. Paul riding, we can find no
maj or shortconming. The approach you have taken, which
is maintaining simlarities of comunities, and not

only focusing on representation by population is very

wel cone. You have managed to capture many riding
simlarities with the new boundaries. | want to
address a few points that will clarify our position
and our reasoning. As you can see, we all got

toget her and nmade notes here.
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We recogni ze that the new riding captures many
conmunities that are primary agricultural related and
supported. This factor will play an inportant role in
est abl i shi ng good working rel ati onships within the
ri ding because of the simlarities. As we face a
maj or drought in the Lakeland riding, the inmpact on
the agricultural conmmunity will surely spill into the
comerci al sectors of these smaller comunities. This
underlines the inmportance of the MP when speaking for
the riding. The MP representing the Westlock-St. Paul
would truly speak for the majority of the el ectorate.
Agriculture is facing sone very difficult times with
i ncreased costs, |ow prices, and disastrous weat her
patterns. Many agricultural comrunities will be
facing even nore difficult tines in the future. It is
i mportant that our elected officials speak with
confidence when they say they represent the sane
interests in the riding.

We al so recogni ze that here was an attenpt to try
and have suburban conmuniti es near Ednonton captured
by the netro area ridings. This we feel was a very

i ngeni ous nove. These suburban conmunities have nuch
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nore in comon with the metro area than they do with
agricultural based communities. W are not sure if

this was done intentionally or not but we certainly

support the result.

We al so recogni ze that H ghway 28 will now
becone a major corridor for transportati on and
devel opnent in the riding. The oil and gas
devel opnents in Bonnyville and Cold Lake area rely on
H ghway 28 as a major lifeline for supplies to these
projects. This highway is also the primary corridor
used for tourismby nmany visitors to our parks and
canpground. H ghway 28 is also the corridor of choice
for medi cal and other business appointments in
Ednont on.

We are also very proud of now having two mlitary
installations within this riding. W thank you for
your show of confidence. The Cold Lake Air Base and
now Namao G ound Force Base are very welcone in this
new ri di ng.

Qur riding also has a large First Nations
popul ati on which plays an inmportant economc role in
the smaller communities represented in the riding.
The inclusion of these people in the econom c fabric
of smaller communities is very inportant to small
busi ness owners who rely on their support. W
strongly encourage their participation in the

el ectoral process. The First Nations people have
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their own uni que problenms that nust be addressed by
the Federal Covernment in the near future. It is our
hope that there will be a neeting of the mnds and
progress can be achieved to better their living
conditions and nake themfeel like true partners in
Canada.

We al so recogni ze the strong Francophone
i nfl uence of many communities in the proposed riding
boundaries. Wile there are many inportant cultura
identities within the newriding, we are pleased to
denonstrate again, the simlarities that the
Conmi ssion attenpted to adopt. The St. Paul and
District Chanber of Commerce is pleased to support the
proposed Westlock-St. Paul el ectoral boundaries. W
bel i eve the natural commercial trading patterns are
mai nt ai ned and enhanced within this proposal

Thank you for the opportunity to present this
short brief to you and we invite you to take a tour of
St. Paul so that you can experience the comunity

pride we are so fanobus for. Qur notto here in St

Paul is "we are a people kind of place". Thank you
very nuch.
CHAI RIVAN: Ms. Finley, | hardly know what to

say. W haven't received such a lot of conpliments in

such a short tinme in all of our public hearings.
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MARYANNE FI NLEY: O course, with the provincia

boundary changes, we didn't want to change, and we

very well stated that, but | do agree with the rest of
our nenbership that the proposed change is an

excel lent idea. Qur communities -- Westlock, St. Paul
is so agriculturally bound that for all of us to have
the sane sinlarities in our communities is a mjor
thing. Bonnyville and Cold Lake, of course, get a
little nore -- there is alittle nore oil. Cold Lake,
of course, is nowa big city, so we now consider it,
but it is still there.

The First Nations that we have from Cold Lake to
West | ock, you know, there is a large proportion of our
popul ation that is that. | think it will work really
wel | for us.

CHAI RVAN: We started a tour of the town at
the tourist information place, of course, and on our
way out to Vegreville, we will certainly drive around
and have a look at a few of the residential districts.
We have al ready enjoyed the nmain street new pavenent.
MARYANNE FI NLEY: That is it. It is just finished
especially for you, honest.

CHAI RVAN: | just wanted to draw your
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attention to our fornal proposal and apropos of what
you were sayi ng about the Ednonton hybrid ridings, we
had this to say in our proposal: "It is the view of
the Conmi ssion that in terns of geography and
conmunity interest, the populations in the

netropol i tan Ednonton area have nore in common with

10

Ednonton than the rural conmunities beyond them" So
that was our thinking in devising those ridings.
MARYANNE FI NLEY: | haven't read that.

CHAI RVAN: | think you will find a good dea
of information init. W wll certainly be pleased to
mail one to you.

MARYANNE FI NLEY: Actual Iy, on our proposal is our
address. It's Box 877, St. Paul, Al berta, if you
woul dn't mind. That would be nice.

KHULLAR: Just follow ng up on sorme of your
conmments, do you find that there is a | ot of

commonal ity or interaction with the Westl ock area?
MARYANNE FI NLEY: Westl ock, | feel, personally |
guess -- |'mspeaking for nyself nowin a way -- |
think I find Westlock, Shoky Lake quite often has a

little bit of tendency for agricultural, the inplenent
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deal ers. They will do a lot of travelling back and
forth. Boyle and Vilna quite often -- the mddle of
our riding -- no, the end of our riding is Vilna and
find that they have a tendency to do a | ot of shopping
in that area. Then Vilna starts com ng our way, Snoky
Lake cones our way. There's people, residents from
Smoky Lake that come to St. Paul to the inplenent
dealers. W had a little bit of a cut back a while
ago when one of our inplenent deal ers closed down,
because the nore you have, the nore people come

because there's nore variety for themto shop

11

Bonnyville and St. Paul, there is a bit of
rivalry between the two but not a lot. Unfortunately,
sone of our residents go to Cold Lake to shop, so | do
find that as an individual in this riding, it's
nothing to travel the whole riding, in the proposed
riding. | think alot of themwll do so, whether it
be for tourists, whether it be for agriculture, or a
ot of relatives up and down -- the Francophone that
is very domnant in this area. O course, you know,
you do like to travel w thin your Francophone

communities as well. Does that answer?

MS. KHULLAR: Yes, thank you
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THE CHAI RVAN: Thank you very much, M. Finley.

Now M. Pelletier?
PAUL PELLETI ER Good afternoon Conmi ssion Menbers
and wel cone to St. Paul. M nanme is Paul Pelletier
I'mthe President of the Lakel and Federal PC
Associ ation and al so a Candidate of Record in the 2000
election. 1It's a great pleasure for nme to present a
short brief to you on the subject of the electora
boundary changes proposed for the sumer of 2004.

As the President of a political riding
associ ation and the Candi date of Record for the
Lakel and riding, | nmust firstly congratul ate the
Comm ssi on Menbers for the obvious thought and
consi deration that went into these boundary changes.

As you are certainly aware, the rural ridings are

12

very large physically and a challenge for an

i ndi vi dual MP to administer on behalf of the voters.
Many areas have a great deal of diversity and an

MP must be up-to-date on national, regional and | oca

issues. It is certainly one of the reasons that the

El ectoral Boundari es Conmi ssion's boundari es changes

beconme so inportant to those of us who are up cl ose
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and personal with anything political

As | begin ny brief, I want to nmention | wll
have sone French sections included. | trust the
information will be accepted as presented. It is not

often that the el ectoral boundaries changes are
proposed and certainly that the Conmi ssion can expect
conpliments for their decisions.

The proposed changes that have been put forward
are one such exanple though. | amfully supportive of
the changes and wi thout hesitation conplinment the
Comm ssion for the insight denonstrated, intentionally
or not.

( FRENCH SPOKEN)

| can attest that as a Candidate in a Federa
el ection the physical demands placed on a person does
not help when trying to attract good potentia
candi dates. Rural ridings always feel like they are
lacking in representation. This is because of the
vast geographi cal distances the MP nmust travel. It

make it difficult to have your MP visit on weekends,

13

unl i ke that of your urban MP who can physically wal k
across his or her riding.

We in the rural ridings do not always want to
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conpl ai n about representation and the | ack of support
we get. We do, however, want to have the feeling that
our voices do nake a difference. It is very
encour agi ng that the new proposed boundaries of the
Westl ock-St. Paul riding reflect a very natura
pattern in the riding. H ghway 28 now becones the
main artery throughout nost of the riding. This

hi ghway corridor represents the new lifeline of the
oil and gas devel opnents in the Cold Lake area. Many
residents in the northeast use this highway as the
primary road for use when attendi ng nedical and

busi ness appointnents in the Cty of Ednonton

(FRENCH | S SPOKEN)

We have a large First Nations population in this
riding. This population plays an inportant role in
the devel opnent of nobst communities. | would not be
exaggerating matters at all if I was to nmention to you
that nany comunities in this riding would not be as
prosperous were it not for the support of the First
Nati ons people. | believe that the federal governnent
has a duty to these people and should reach out to
themwith the goal of inviting themto participate
nmore fully in the political matters of the nation

There are many good things about these changes

14
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that | could el aborate on, but with tinme being a
precious commodity, | will await another day. | will
close this presentation by again conplenmenting the
Commi ssion for a job well done. M first reaction
when | researched the proposed riding changes were
sinply, wow, they finally got it right.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in
such an inportant project.

(FRENCH | S SPOKEN)
CHAI RVAN: I will ask ny colleagues if they
have any questions.
KHULLAR: Just one question. |'mwondering
if you had any conversations or contact with the
conmunities of Morinville and Legal after the proposed
changes? |If | recall correctly, we received sone
letters fromthemthat they are not too happy about --
PAUL PELLETI ER: | did speak with a coupl e of
i ndividuals just |last week. To be actually honest
with you, they weren't even aware that the boundari es
were being changed. They weren't aware of it, but

when | did discuss it though, and explained to them

the proposed changes, | certainly heard no objections
what soever.
BARRY: I["'mjust so flattered I don't know

what to do with nyself.
KHULLAR: There is one question. Just in

relation to the County of Athabasca and the City of
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At habasca, we have heard sone di scussion fromthem
about where they would like to be, if they would Iike
to be down in this riding and I'mwondering -- we had
sone problems with that in terns of population but I'm
j ust wondering what your thoughts are?
PAUL PELLETI ER | thank you for that question
because one of the questions | was to pose to you was
the Town of Boyle, actually, which is right on the
border. \When you get a border community |ike that,
it's who do they belong to? As a riding association
president, it is a tug of war and you really want --
don't want to get into that situation. Half the town
thinks they belong to this riding and the other half
bel ongs to -- it creates a lot of tension,
unnecessarily. But | amglad to hear that Athabasca
was nore interested in being part of the
West | ock-St. Paul riding and I would certainly have no
obj ection whatsoever with thembeing in this riding.
The ot her change that was notably done was the
|l oss of Lac La Biche in this riding. Lac La Biche, |
don't know. | haven't heard any negative things about

it in the Lac La Biche area.

THE CHAI RVAN: | think they are content to be
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with Fort McMirray.
PAUL PELLETI ER | believe so. It is a nore
natural pattern for them especially with the H ghway

80, the one project, | don't knowif you are up to

16

speed on that one.

CHAI RVAN: Tell us about that?

PAUL PELLETI ER: Lac La Biche, is working quite
closely with Fort McMurray because of the new Lakel and
Park -- it's nore of a provincial nmatter -- but
there's a new Lakel and Park in that area and now with
the -- hopefully the paving of H ghway 881, which wll
bring a new corridor into Fort McMiurray. | don't know
if you're aware that in the last few years we've had
two major forest fires that conpletely bl ocked out and
i solated Fort McMurray. Highway 881 was passable this
time but extrenmely slow because it is a gravel road
and very dangerous in this case. They are |obbying to
have that hi ghway paved. So there is a natura

wor ki ng rel ati onshi p between those two comunities.
agree, | certainly understand why they woul d be happy
to be together, sure.

CHAI RVAN: At habasca, of course, doesn't want

to be up there any nore. They say they no | onger have
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the historic trading connection with Fort MMirray,
but the difficulty we are facing there is the |ack of
popul ation in Fort McMurray. W can go pretty |ow
there because of the projected growh in the City
itself, but to not have Athabasca and Boyle in that
riding with their significant farm ng popul ati ons
woul d put us really lowin Fort McMirray so we're on

the horns of a dilemma. W don't know what to do

17

about it exactly at the nonment. They certainly want
to be south. Al their connections are towards

Westl ock and this area, so they tell us.

PAUL PELLETI ER: | think the last question | would
have then, based on that, is if Athabasca and Boyle --
well, Boyle is already in our riding -- if Athabasca
was to be included in our riding --

CHAI RVAN: Oh, Boyle is not in this riding
PAUL PELLETI ER: Boyle is not? GOkay. That was --
so if we pick up Boyle and At habasca and put theminto
the Westlock-St. Paul riding, obviously we have to

| ose sonewhere el se.

KHULLAR: Yes.

PAUL PELLETI ER: | don't feel any thought has been
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put into where we would | ose? No? W are still well
within the range then?
MATHEWS: You guys woul d be okay. Just
At habasca woul d be very | ow.
CHAI RVAN: W will decide what to do about
t hat.

Thank you so rmuch. This is just delightful. W
m ght never | eave.

kay, M. Head?
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: As | said, generally we will try
and do what we have done at previous hearings when
we' ve been neking presentations. | give the

presentation and M. Day runs the maps and things like

18

that. Seeing as we have this lady from Otawa, who is
here to assist, perhaps she will be able to put naps,
as we discuss them up and M. Day could then go and
point as to what we are tal king about.

If I could give sonme brief background as to why
we're here. This is a matter of a hobby, basically,
of both M. Day and nyself. | never know what to call
it but the young | ady nmentioned el ectoral geography,
and | think that's a good thing to call it. This

started back in the early '80s. W were -- M. Day,
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and nyself, and a group of friends were nenbers of a
guasi |earned society, net at each other's hones for
di nners, and we woul d present | earned papers.

So when the first electoral boundaries report of
Justice Sinclair came out, | said let's make a
presentation to our group of friends as a society and
then go and make a presentation to the Comm ssion. So
we did that and the society then endorsed it and we
went off and nmade our presentation, and Justice
Sinclair was very kind and he nmentioned on severa
occasi ons how rmuch he appreciated it, and if it ever
happened, do it again. So he was Chair of the second
Conmission. W did it again. And then it sort of
al nost becane a reoccurring thing.

Unfortunately, while the society still neets
unofficially for dinner at |east once a nonth, due to

the fact there are large nunbers of snall children

19

and that, we have ceased to give | earned papers. So
at this stage we don't cone with the material from
this learned society. Basically it is individuals
interested in it and our interest basically is in the

whol e Province. |In some areas we have proposals to
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nake that we can go into nore details in, others are
gener al

Wen we came to exanine this report, we were
really inpressed by it. You're going to get nore
conpliments fromus because we thought you had
addressed a nunber of issues, and particularly the
Ednonton area. W thought that the Ednonton area
whi ch you have done, with conbi ning the suburban areas
and the city nmade, on a logical basis, a heck of a |ot
of sense. | think there m ght be sone problens from
an enotional basis because the outer suburbs of
Ednonton traditionally have not |iked the idea of
bei ng associated with Ednmonton, and they enjoy being
separate from Ednmonton, and we antici pated you woul d
have a | ot of concern expressed by people in
St. Al bert and Sherwood Park about their association
with, particularly, with Ednonton ridings.

So in form ng our subm ssion we wi sh to make, we
deci ded we would do it on three bases. W called
them as | said in ny letter, Plan A, Plan B, and
Plan C

Plan Ais sinply a representation to you based on

20

the fact that you are extrenely happy with your report
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and you are not minded based on other representations
you have received to nake maj or changes. W would
then make sone suggestions as minor changes which we
woul d believe woul d fine tune your proposals and while
it is excellent, excellent report, mght make it an
even better one, in our view

Then we cane to Plan B and Plan B involved a
reconsi deration of Ednmonton and Cal gary, keeping both
cities within the -- with the riding boundaries in
both cities within the civic boundaries. Now, what
that necessitated was dealing with the cities and then
dealing with the rest of the Province because once you
deci de to keep Ednonton's boundaries within Ednonton
rather than adopting your initial proposal, should you
decide that, then there is a whol e bunch of changes
that flowfromthat. So we basically said, okay,
let's -- if you are minded to do that, then here is a
proposal you can | ook at, and here is what we woul d
suggest in Calgary, in Ednonton, and in the rest of
the Province.

Now, Plan B for Calgary can be adopted without --
even if you said, fine, we are going to | eave Ednonton
but you could then take a | ook at our Cal gary proposa
because our Cal gary proposal does stay within the city
boundaries as well. Then we have presented this on

several occasions and we said, well, gee, do we do it
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again because if you are m nded to change the nmjor
thrust of your report, here is sonething we would |ike
to think about, and at the tine of the last hearing, |
had a very good conversation with Justice D xon
concerning that, and he said it was very interesting
and, well, he didn't think his Conm ssion would be
interested init. He certainly thought that it was
sonet hing that was worthwhile throwi ng out for
consi deration and said thank you for doing it. So,
we' re again doing the sane thing and that is Plan C

Plan C basically | eaves Ednonton and Cal gary
within their boundaries and then does a
reconfiguration of the Province designed to basically
identify what we consider a problemw th the Peace
River riding. The Peace River riding is one of the
| argest in the Province, both in area and in
popul ation, and our feeling is that given the special
ci rcunstances in northern Al berta, Peace River could
be within the constraints of the powers that you have
could sinmply be reduced in size. And we are saying if
you are prepared to consider that, then here is how we
woul d see a proposal to do the rest of the Province.
We t hought we woul d present that to you

Now, if we depart to Plan A, which is your
exi sting proposal with mnor changes. The first

comment | would nmake is for the nost part Plan Ais
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not concerned wi th boundaries but nonencl at ure.
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Accepting the Conmi ssion's proposals -- as based on
proceedi ng, we suggest the follow ng anendments.

Transferring the southern boundary between G ande
Prairie, Peace River and Yell owhead by four tiers of
Townshi ps to the south. The inhabited area invol ved,
Little Snoky area, is entirely associated with the
Town of Valleyview and has little or nothing in conmmon
with the rest of Yellowhead. So this is the Little
Snmoky area that is associated with Valleyview, which
we are suggesting be transferred from Yell owhead to
Grande Prairie-Peace River.

CHAI RVAN: Yes, we have heard about that in
the north, yes.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: By our cal cul ations, there were
approxi mately 750 peopl e invol ved.

The next was transferring the area between the
North Saskat chewan and Brazeau Rivers from Yel | owhead
to Banff-Cochrane -- between the North Saskatchewan
and the Brazeau. The reason for that is it's entirely
associ ated with Rocky Muntain House and usual ly

accessed solely fromthe David Thonpson H ghway and
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that woul d be about 2,700 people in there.

MATHEWS: We have al ready done that.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Using the Battle River as the
boundary between Range 11 and 12, west of the 4th
Meri dian, and the |ine between Townshi ps 42 and 43

west of the Battle River. This reflects a nore

23

obvi ous geographi cal and social division than the
proposed line. About 2,700 people are invol ved.

CHAI RVAN: Wyul d you use your pointer, sir,
and you've got it there. So that's the area and you
think it should go where?

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Vegreville Wai nwight.

CHAI RVAN: kay, from Drumheller to
Vegreville Wainwight. W have done that.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: We're pleased that at |east we're
hitting on things that other people have hit on.
CHAI RVAN: Yes. Well, just keep this up and
with our -- then we will show you an amendnent which

we thought we m ght do.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Then the next one is restoring the

exi sting boundary |ine of Medicine Hat between
Townshi ps 23 and 24, fromthe Red Deer River to the

i ne between Ranges 18 and 19. Approxi mately 450
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peopl e are involved. The Conm ssion's proposal would
followa line which is difficult to |ocate on the
ground, as the 1993 Conmmi ssion noted, w thout an
obvious rationale for the change.

CHAI RVAN: And | think we have done that too.
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: The next one was in the City of
Calgary and it was transferring the area which lies
east of the Blackfoot Trail, north of Southland Drive,
west of the Bow River and south of Gennore Trail,

from Cal gary Southeast to Cal gary Southwest. The area
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includes a trailer park with about 450 peopl e whose
conmunity contacts are entirely with connections in
Cal gary Sout hwest .

CHAI RVAN: W are with you.

Sorry, Professor Barry will just speak to that.
BARRY: You are tal king about the area
bel ow the @ ennore Trail, are you?

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: East of the Bl ackfoot, north of
the -- yes. John, do you think you could go and point
out for M. Barry --

CHAI RVAN: We see it now. That boundary has

been noved east, at least in our proposals.
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BARRY: Probably not exactly as you've
done it.

CHAI RVAN: There was a big discussion about
it in Calgary and we saw the |ight.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: The next -- you've included in
Ednont on Strat hcona an uni nhabited area of Strathcona
County and we coul dn't understand why and suggested,
because it is uninhabited, it could noved basically, I
bel i eve, to Edrmonton Sherwood Park, but | think -- the
two reasons | can see for noving it are, one, it's in
Strat hcona County --

CHAI RVAN: Ch, | know why. | think because
Fort Saskatchewan is in there and it's up in -- oh

up there. Oh, | see okay.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: It is this area here we're talking
25
about. It is uninhabited so it really doesn't matter

but if there is a community of interest, it would be

i n Sherwood Par k.

KHULLAR: I's there any popul ati on?

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: There's no popul ation there.

CHAI RVAN: That's refineries there, isn't it?
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Yes, refineries.

So, | mean, we thought that, you know, because
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the Refinery Row is associated municipally with
Strat hcona County, we thought if you're going to have
it in Sherwood Park, you could associate it

electorally as well.

CHAI RVAN: But it is in Strathcona, as we
pr oposed?
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Yes. It is nmunicipally in

Strat hcona County but you have proposed to put it in
Ednont on- Strat hcona, and we are suggesting that you
transfer it to Sherwood Park, so that it is in the

sanme municipality as the rest of Sherwood Park.

CHAI RVAN: W will certainly have a | ook at
t hat.
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Qur next comrent -- those are

boundary changes, and the next conments under our Pl an
A relate to nonmenclature. W have got a whol e bunch
of suggestions and the reason we are doing this is
because of the rules that you want to have to keep

hi stori c nanmes, representing communities of interest,

26

and avoid, as several other Comm ssions, where you
have nunbers of conmunities, recognitions of

conmunities, that don't represent the riding.
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So the first conmment was your Athabasca-Fort
McMirray. W sinply feel, on a historical basis --
because if you go back to the old district of
At habasca, that you could | eave the name Athabasca
because the nanme derives traditionally fromthe river,
the old district, and not the town, and it is closer
to both the usage and gui delines of the Geographic
Nanmes Boar d.

The next one we dealt with was Banff-Cochrane.
We woul d suggest that you use the name Bow Ri ver and
we suggest Bow River because the historic Bow River
riding created in 1924, basically, that's the core of
that riding. It went further east at that tine but --
or Rocky Mbuntain.

One of the things previous Comm ssions have told
us is they try and avoi d confusion wherever possible
with provincial boundaries of the sane nane, and
Banf f - Cochrane -- this does not include -- it's about
four or five ridings or parts there that are in the
provincial -- that are beyond provincial
Banf f - Cochr ane.

CHAI RVAN: Per haps you can tell me how ol d
the nane Wld Rose is? Does it go -- is it pre-Dixon

Conmmi ssi on?

27
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CHRI STOPHER HEAD: The second Sinclair Conmi ssion,
bel i eve.
CHAI RVAN: We just canme fromthere yesterday
and they would very much like it to stay the way it
is. They like WId Rose.
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: W suggested Bow Ri ver, or Rocky
Mountai n, or you could consider WIld Rose as wel .
Now, Rocky -- if you are |ooking for a geographic one,
Rocky Mountain woul d be ni ce because that sort of
descri bes where you are. It's right in the Rocky
Mountain foothills. But WId Rose, which has
devel oped a nane, | think that's a very euphoni c nane.
People like it and it sinply is -- in Al berta, people
woul d recogni ze what that is and why it is naned that,
in recognition of our provincial flower. So | think
any of those nanes would be preferable, | think, to
Banf f - Cochrane and cause | ess confusion, at least with
the provincial riding.
CHAI RVAN: There is a provincial riding. e
know about that now and we will certainly change it, |
t hi nk.
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: As | say, Bow River, Rocky
Mountain, or Wld Rose, any of those would, | think
be accept abl e.

Now, in the City of Calgary. This is the -- in
Cal gary we have a problemin are we going to use

conpass point directions, are we going to use nanes,
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or are we going to use a conbination of both

Now, the problemis once you go beyond centre,
east, west, north and south, you get into problens
l'i ke northeast, northwest, and then north centre. So
what we have said is, okay, could we cone up with sone
suggestions for nonmenclature in Calgary that you m ght
wi sh to consider, if you keep the existing boundaries.

We note that already in Calgary we have conpass
poi nt names for everything but Calgary Nose Hill. The
Commi ssion's attention is drawn to the abortive
Conmi ssion chaired by M. Justice J.WC. Kirby, which
goes back to around 1979 or '80, | believe -- 1983,
whi ch thought that a departure from conpass point
nanes was called for both in Ednonton and Cal gary.

Qur proposals here are under two heads. The
first would be to retain conpass points and to
describe Calgary Nose Hill as Calgary Northwest. So
if you want to do conpass point, maybe you shoul d have
all conpass points.

The second proposal will propose alternative
nanmes if you would chose to reject the idea of conpass
point names. We will start with Cal gary East.

The core of the constituency is the former Town
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of Forest Lawn and Cal gary Forest Lawn is the nost
obvious alternative.
Calgary MIlican which revives a provincial

constituency nane and which relates both to the

29

Cal gary Brewery and the areas around the CPR shops at
Qgden. M. Day is a historian by profession and he
noted that one of the subdivision names in the area of
Calgary East is the Ceepeear, CE-E-P-E-E-A-R and he
had some difficulty but said | had to mention it, in
resisting the tenptation to suggest you consi der
calling the riding Cal gary Ceepeear

So the one problem of course, is Calgary Forest
Lawn is an existing provincial constituency and is
still proposed to be one. Calgary MIllican is no
| onger a provincial constituency, and if you are
| ooking at historic names, would certainly work.

We have suggested in the past that you m ght want
to consider naming a riding, if you couldn't find
anyt hing appropriate, to Calgary Red Crow, and if
you're not -- M. Day is a historian and can enlighten
you with nore details, but during the rebellion of
1885, Red Crow was a Bl ackfoot Chief who assisted in

preserving peace between the Bl ackfoot and the
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settlers in Calgary.

CHAI RVAN: Thank you. Red Crow. For which
riding?
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: For Cal gary East.

Cal gary Northeast, the Kirby Comm ssion
recormmended the nane Cal gary Deerfoot, which not only
takes the name of the roadway but al so honours the

not ed abori gi nal Chief Deerfoot. Now, there was sone
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concern of Chief Deerfoot's fame in the native
conmunity arose out of his ability of being a horse
thief, but that was, in the native conmunity at the
time, very admrable. So, | nean, we would think
Deerfoot Trail is naned after himand he is a historic
person in the Bl ackfoot Tribe, and notw thstanding his
previ ous dealings as horse thief, he did have a good
relationship with the settlers when they first canme to
Cal gary.

You might al so consider Calgary MCall which is
the name of the old McCall field, which is in that
riding, the airport.

KHULLAR: I's that a provincial boundary

i ne?
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MR, CHRI STOPHER HEAD: It is now a provincial one so you

m ght not want to do that.

The other riding is Calgary Rockyview, but that
| -- which would reflect the nanme of the Rockyvi ew
school district, which is the core there, but the
problemwi th that is the municipal district of
Rockyvi ew, and there is Rockyview Foothills in the new
provincial riding and they are not in the same area,
so that m ght cause confusion

If you were adopting nanmes, Calgary Nose Hill
remai ns as is.

Cal gary South Centre was originally called

Cal gary Livingstone by the Kirby Commi ssion. Sam
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Li vi ngstone was the first permanent settler within the
present limts of Calgary city, where he lived for the
| ast 20 years of his life in Alberta. He has been
conmenor ated by the Livingstone Range and the
provincial constituency of Livingstone-MacLeod. There
woul dn't be any confusion because it would have
obviously Calgary in front of it and it woul d honour
one of the pioneer settlers of Calgary and

certainly -- we couldn't find any -- and the

Conmi ssion said there is, you know, there is no
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particul ar nei ghborhood or anything. If you are going
to depart from compass point names, then you should be
| ooki ng at perhaps naning it after prom nent people.
On a second possibility, if you wanted to nane it
after a prom nent historic character was Cal gary
Scollen, S-COL-L-E-N, and this would be in
recogni tion of Father Constance Scollen who is the
Father of the Catholic Mssion in Calgary, which
predated the 1873 arrival of Northwest Munted Police
by a year. Father Scollen is a close associate of
Fat her Al bert Laconbe. He acted as interpreter at the
Treaty 7 negotiations when Father Laconbe was ill.
Hs role in preventing a rising in the Wetaskiw n
reserves in 1885, again, in the rebellion was very

vital to protecting settlers in the district of

Al berta. However, you nmust be warned -- M. Day's

historical abilities comng through -- that he was a
32

very controversial individual. So although he did

many good works, some people in the know m ght find
this to be a controversial nane.
The other thing is if you' re |ooking -- they've

got the Crowchild Trail, and you have driven it -- the
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Crowchild Trail sort of bisects it. So if you have
Cal gary Deerfoot, which people woul d probably assume
is naned after the Deerfoot Trail, you night consider
nam ng that riding Calgary Crowchild.

Cal gary Sout heast was cal |l ed Cal gary Bl ackf oot
and it was part of the Blackfoot Nation. There is the
Bl ackfoot Trail right there. So that riding --
another nanme is, if you |l ook at Cal gary Southeast, the
old town of M dnapore was there and | do know, if
you' ve ever gone to Heritage Park in Cal gary, they
noved the old train station there and M dnapore at
that tinme was about 10 mles south of Calgary. |It's
now in the City. So right now M dnapore is bang in
the centre of the riding al nost, so you coul d cal
that Calgary Mdnapore, and it would clearly identify
to nost people in Calgary, yes, this is in southeast
Cal gary.

Cal gary Fish Creek al so -- because Fish Creek
runs through it, but it runs into the problem of being
a provincial riding.

Now, the Calgary west would be -- the traditiona

nane woul d be Cal gary Sarcee. Again, you have the --
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that was the fornmer nanme of the First Nation -- the
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Sarcee Trail runs right through it. Sarcee has been
identified -- the Currie barracks were sonetines
cal l ed Canp Sarcee so that would be -- people in

Cal gary woul d obvi ously know that if you called
somet hing Sarcee that it was somewhere in sout hwest
Cal gary.

Calgary West is a very historic name. It has
been in existence, either territorial, provincially or
federally since 1898. R B. Bennett, when he was Prine
M ni ster of Canada, for many years before and after,
until he left for England, he was it's Menber of
Parliament. So there is a long historical name for
usi ng Calgary Wst. However, if we are going to
non- conpass poi nt nanes, Cal gary Bowness woul d be the
appropriate because the core of the riding consists of
the old town of Bowness.

The other nanme that has been suggested -- and
thi s again goes back historically -- is Calgary
Hol mpatrick. Holmpatrick was the nane of the area
west of the Calgary city and the Currie Barracks and
it was known as the Hol npatrick area, straddling the
Banff Coach Road, and this nane was used up to the
begi nning of 1960 when it fell out of use. But again,
peopl e who have historical know edge of Cal gary woul d
obvi ously know anything call ed Hol npatri ck was i ndeed

in west Calgary.
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Now, the Drumheller riding. Drunmheller bears a
strong resenbl ance to the proposed Crowf oot riding of
1968 and we woul d suggest it change -- adopt that
name. Now, | don't think the Conm ssion needs to be
told of the historic contribution of Chief Crowfoot to
the establishnent of settlement in Al berta and peace
in the west and signing of Treaty 7, and his, again,
assi stance in keeping the Bl ackfoots peaceful in the
rebel i on of 1885, and the good relationship he
enjoyed with the Northwest Munted Police and the
federal governnment. And it would be very good to
honour himand it seenms to ne the nane Drumhel |l er
while | have no objection to it, it doesn't --
Drumheller is not one of the -- it's a community in
the centre of the riding but there are other
conmunities equally as large in the proposed riding.

We were tenpted to suggest, in view of the Roya
Turrell Museum and the Badl ands, the name Di nosaur but
we refrained fromdoing that because of the
difficulties which any nenber elected to represent
that riding mght have.

Now, in the Gty of Ednmonton, your proposed
Ednonton Centre is largely identifiable with the
hi stori c Ednonton West and the suggesti on we woul d
nmake is to sinply keep the name Ednonton West.

Edmonton North, for simlar reasons, is
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that it sinmply be renanmed Ednonton East.

Ednont on- Spruce Grove, we suggest you name
Ednont on Parkl and, and the reason for that is Spruce
Grove and Stony Plain are both in that proposed riding
and there is a rivalry between Spruce G ove and Stony
Plain and they mght very well prefer -- | mean, you
could go Ednonton- Spruce G ove-Stony Plain, but it
seens to ne if you put Ednonton Parkland, it would
represent Ednmonton Parkland. |t would reflect
Par kl and County and | don't think people in Spruce
Grove or Stony Plain would object to that because they
recogni ze they live out in the Parkland County area.

The | ast one was Grande Prairie-Peace River.

Agai n, going back to the redistribution of 1914, |
think, created the Peace River riding. It has been
known as Peace River and that whole area is known as
the Peace River bl ock, so we would sinply suggest that
Peace River be -- rather than being called G ande
Prairie-Peace River, which sinply refers to the Gty
of Grande Prairie and the Town of Peace River, it's

left at -- if you |leave it at Peace River, it refers
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to the river as a geographi cal boundary.

Vegreville-Wainwight. Now, Vegreville would be
acceptabl e but if one |ooks at the historical patterns
in the riding that has been drawn, we woul d suggest
that if you wanted a hyphenated nane,

Vegreville-Battle River should be considered.
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Now, Westlock-St. Paul is as drawn. It says
Westlock in the west, St. Paul in the east, but if you
| ook at a historic map, both federally or
provincially, it is alnobst equivalent to what was the
Beaver River constituency in the 1988 boundary -- 1988
general election, and it reflects, | think, a
geogr aphi ¢ nanme, so you might want to consi der Beaver
Ri ver.

Now, we do have a listing of populations for Plan

B, Plan A, but I won't inflict that on you right now.

"' mwondering, we could give you -- these are our
rough presentation notes, if you would prefer. If you
could get a photocopy of themto us, | would be

prepared to wite themup in nore detailed formso you
m ght have sonething better if you --
PETRYSHYN: Sure. | think for the

st enogr apher, she would |ike notes.
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CHRI STOPHER HEAD: kay. | could have this done
fairly quickly, sir, if that -- if you don't mnd. |
nean, you're welcone -- we have no problemw th you
taki ng those notes today.

CHAI RVAN: Well, can we get them before the
end of the nmonth, M. Head?

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: | should be able to

CHAI RIVAN: That will be fine then. W would
like the hard copy to study at our |eisure as well

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: |'d li ke the Commi ssion to have at

37

| east the rough notes.

That basically boiled down to plan A and | think
that having said that, we now go to Plan B

We have maps for Plan B, which we will definitely
| eave with you today. As noted, this Plan
superi nposes the Commi ssion's proposal for
netropolitan Ednonton will neet with stiff opposition
It al so goes on the basis that nost public
presentations will seek the | east possible changes to
existing constituencies. So there's two points. You
are going to have opposition to what you have done in

Ednont on and nost people would |ike to keep
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constituencies as they are.

So with the exception of the change to
accommodat e t he Wodl and Cree Reserve, we woul d | eave
the existing Athabasca riding as it is. So we |eave
At habasca as is. W would accept the Conm ssion's
MacLeod and suggest |eaving Lethbridge, Lakel and, and
Medi cine Hat with their existing boundaries. The
reason we are doing this is what we are saying is,
okay, what do we do to keep consistent, and then we go
to where we have to do the change, where we are
suggesting you m ght want to make changes.

KHULLAR: You said Lethbridge, Lakeland and
what ?
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: And Medicine Hat with their

exi sting boundari es.
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In the case of Peace River and Yell owhead, we
woul d | eave themthe sanme but transfer the Little
Smoky area from Yel | onhead to Peace River

Now, in the existing Crowfoot the only change we
woul d nmake is to extend the boundary |ine between
Ranges 24 and 25, west of the 4th to the Bow River
Now, that basically |leaves us -- we've sorted those

out. Then we've got to start doing sone redrawi ng and
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this is what we are suggesting as follows: The first
thing is we would draw a new constituency out of the
present Elk Island, Red Deer, St. Albert, Wetakiw n,
and W|ld Rose divisions. There are five seats there.
W woul d create a sixth seat in there and this is what
we propose.

The first one would be WId Rose. The existing
W1 d Rose would | ose the area east of Range 25 and
west of the 4th Meridian to Ctowoot. That is the
change we tal ked about. And Townships 29 to 34, Range
25, west of the 5th Meridian.

Qur Red Deer conprises the Gty of Red Deer and
those portions of the County of Red Deer that are not
now i n the Crowf oot constituency.

St. Albert would gain the area in Townshi p 54,
Range 24, west of the 4th nowin Elk Island, but |ose
the area in Parkland County presently in the
provincial electoral division of Stony Plain to

Wet askiwin, as well as a small area of Lac Ste. Anne
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County lying imediately to the west of that area.
For the benefit of the Comm ssion, we do actually

have a map where we have drawn those on
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THE CHAI RVAN: Good.

MR, CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Elk Island would | ose the -- its

part of Township -- of the Township Range 24 to

St. Albert and the area south of Township 52 and El k
Island National Park to Wetaskiwin. Ek Island
National Park is still in it but the area south is
transferred to Wetaskiw n.

Wet askiwin, as it exists, would gain the areas
we've noted fromE Kk Island and St. Albert. The first
area that we transferred to Wetaskiwin from Elk Island
was associated with Wetaskiwin from 1979 to '84 and
the former from 1968 to 1979. So there was, you know,
the areas we were transferring had previous
connections with Wetaskiwin electorally.

Now, the existing Wetaskiwin would | ose the area
south of the line between Townshi ps 44 and 45 fromthe
North Saskatchewan River to the western boundary of
the Ermineskin Reserve, all the Reserves and the area
south of the line between Townshi ps 43 and 44, east of
the Samson Reserve. W have now created five of our
si x ridings.

Then we have a portion of |and west of -- the
remai ni ng areas of Wetaskiw n, Red Deer, and WIld

Rose, which woul d include Rocky Mountain House, O ds,

40
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that area would forma new el ectoral constituency,
agai n keepi ng your Highway 2 line that you nentioned,
whi ch we' ve named Brazeau. O her nanes coul d be

Cl earwater or you could name it David Thonpson, you
could nane it Rocky Muntain, but we called it Brazeau
in our plans.

Now, as | said before, all of this is predicated
on the fact that you have decided to | eave the
Ednont on constituencies in the boundaries of Ednonton
and so we now have what to do in Ednonton

Now, we | ook at the popul ations in Ednonton and,
yes, they vary up and down but the highest popul ations
are in the areas in the mddle of the city where they
have -- where there is the least growh. So we
suggested the sinplest way is that you | eave the
ridings as they exist in Ednonton in their existing
form wth one mnor change. W woul d propose
renovi ng the Erm neskin Bearspaw and M Ewan
nei ghbor hoods in south Ednmonton from Ednont on
Sout hwest to Ednonton Strathcona. That puts the
popul ation of Strathcona up but then that is all fully
filled in so you' re not going to have any growth in
the area. W're leaving the growh areas in the city
in the sout hwest.

Now, we woul d suggest that the Ednonton Centre
East constituency -- it is the only one in Canada with

that kind of name -- it just really doesn't make any
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sense. |It's either Ednonton Centre or Ednonton East.
We suggest it should be called Ednonton East because
that --

CHAI RVAN: The Parlianmentarians were the ones
that changed that. Dixon had it as Ednonton East --
no, he didn't. He had it Ednonton Centre and they
passed a Private Menber's Bill to get it at Ednonton
Centre East.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: | think M. Goldring thought it
should reflect that. W sinply feel Ednonton East is
historic. It is what it is. |It's east Ednonton, even
though it does go into the centre. But Ednonton
Centre East, there is no other riding in Canada

exi sting or proposed that has that kind of name. And
| mean, centre east, if you are going to call it that,
the traditional Canadi an nonencl ature woul d be
Ednont on East Centre.

CHAI RVAN: Well, it isin the centre in fact

though, part of it.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Yes. | nmean the traditional nanes
i n Ednmont on have been east and west. | nmean, we woul d
say, if you're going to call -- | nean, there may be

very good practical reasons to |leave it as Ednonton

Centre East but we think Ednmonton East is nore
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reflective of the history.
Now, the other thing is, if you' re doing the

exi sting boundaries, what I'll call Ednonton Centre

42

East and Ednonton West, along 104th Avenue between 97
and 101st Street, the rail tracks are referred to in
the existing descriptions. Well, the railway tracks
have been torn up so if what we were doing is making
the midline -- for that area, because there isn't any

popul ation in that area, | --

CHAI RVAN: Wi ch particular area do you speak
of ?
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: West, Baccarat Casino is at 101st

and 104th. Then you've got that -- the boundary is
expressed as the rail tracks that ran east and out of
the CN Tower. They've now been torn up so you could
either -- you could either -- you have a strip of |and
which is going to have sone population init, not a
huge amount, except there are some further out, you
will have it, and so if you are going to keep the

exi sting boundary, you should | ook at what riding you
want to put those in.

And in Ednonton East to Ednonton North, 153rd
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Avenue has been realigned. It is still called 153rd
Avenue, but fromthe description that is in the
existing one, we think it applies to the old 153rd
Avenue, and it has been nmoved north about a bl ock and
a half. So | think if you are draw ng boundaries, you
will want to follow the street boundaries there.

Now, that is the rest of the Province. That is

Ednont on.

43

In the Gty of Calgary, we've basically said,
okay, we made our conments about your existing
proposal but if we are going to nmake anot her proposal

then we propose to nake anot her proposal with regard

to Calgary. It nmay not find favour with you but we
simply thought we would throwit out. It's a nmix and
match. |If you said, well, we are going outside of

Ednonton and we see that, but we're going to | eave
Calgary as is, then you can conpletely ignore what we
say about Calgary, but if you were m nded at that
stage to rel ook at Calgary, here is a suggestion we've
cone up wth.

As | said, that means it can either fit in our
Plan A or Plan C. The first thing we | ed our coment

with -- the popul ation trends of the previous decade
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lead us to believe that the existing Calgary Centre
and Cal gary Sout hwest constituencies are extrenely
viable and are likely to remain so for the foreseeabl e
future.
CHAI RVAN: You nean no population in ternms of
i ncrease?
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Lower m nimal popul ati on growth

We woul d propose to detach the areas east of
Deerfoot Trail from Calgary Southeast, leaving it with
sone 111,500 people. So we take the existing boundary
of Cal gary Sout heast and take out everybody east of

t he Deerfoot.
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Cal gary East would gain those areas that were
| ost by Cal gary Sout heast, but |ose the Marl borough
and Marl borough Par k nei ghborhoods. That woul d have
presently about 99,000 people but it is an area of
gr ow h.

Cal gary Northeast would | ose the area west of the
Deerfoot Trail and gain -- no, the Marlborough Park
nei ghbor hoods. It woul d have about 106, 800 peopl e.

Cal gary West woul d | ose the areas north of the

Bow Ri ver and west of the line dividing Varsity



11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Estates and Silver Springs neighborhood. That would
have a popul ati on of approxi mately 112, 800 peopl e.

The renmai ning area woul d be divi ded between two
ridings, a Calgary Nose Hill or Northwest, and a
Calgary North. Qur proposed dividing line follows the
Shaganappi Trail fromthe Crowchild Trail to John
Laurier Boul evard, John Laurier Boulevard to 14th
Street northwest, 14th Street from John Laurier
Boul evard to Country Hills Boul evard, Country Hills
Boul evard from 14th Street Northwest to the Beddi ngton
Trail, and Beddi ngton Trail and Synonds Val |l ey Road
fromCountry Hills Boulevard to the city limts.

If you adopted this proposal, there would be the
i ssue of, again, names would arise and since we are
suggesting keeping the existing Calgary Centre and
Cal gary Sout hwest divisions, there is a stronger

argunent for keeping conpass point nanes.
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For the nbst part, the previous observations we
have nade woul d apply to the sout heast and eastern
nort heastern, southwestern, northwestern and western
ridings. They do not apply to the central or northern
ridings. The central riding should retain the name

Calgary Centre and the northern riding could
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alternatively be called Cal gary Beddi ngton, which is

the traditional nanme given to the area i medi ately

north of Calgary city. Calgary Nose Creek is

attractive but would create confusion if the nane

Cal gary Nose Hill remains, and in addition we have a

provi nci al Nose Creek, don't we?

THE CHAI RVAN:

Is there a provincial Nose Creek?

MR, CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Yes, there is a provincial Nose

Cr eek.

So those are our comments for Plan B and we have

this and the popul ations --

M5. KHULLAR:

You put a lot of work into this

and we appreciate it.

MR CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Then the next one -- this is Plan

C. | think we are over staying our tine limt. W

are prepared to go through our Plan C, if you are

certainly interested.

THE CHAI RVAN:

Ch, vyes.

MR, CHRI STOPHER HEAD: We cane up with Plan C on the

basis that, look it, if you are having to re-draw the

map or you've decided to and want to | ook at

al ternatives,
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here is an alternative that you may or



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

THE

may not have considered. W throw it out for your
consi deration. W think there are a nunber of
advantages to it, but we are sinply saying, you know,
if you're really thinking this, this is an area we
have had some concerns about over the years, and
encour aged by previous Conmm ssions, we again submit it
to you.

The Plan C is based on proposals made to both the
1986 and 1993 Conmissions. |t is based on the
concerns summarized by M. Justice D xon when we nade
our presentation in Sherwood Park in 1993. There were
concerns that a riding not be both large in area and
large in population. The riding we were talking about
at that tinme was the Peace River riding. This applies
to existing Peace River, which is one of the |argest
divisions in Canada in area and very much at the upper
limt of population legally allowable.
CHAI RVAN: Not really. It is about 16
percent or so. The Statute says 25 percent. But
anyway, it is certainly higher than what we are
confortable wth.
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: So we are sinply presenting this
to you for your consideration and it is going to
depend on what you decided to do but we sinply present
it as a basis that it is something that we would |ike

you to consider, although it nmay not be applicable at
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this tine.

Changi ng the situation has required a dramatic
redrawi ng of boundari es outside Ednonton and Cal gary,
whi ch the previous Conm ssion had sone disinclination
to do. However, since there does seemto be occasion
for a substantial review in any case, our view is that
it may be worth reexam ning such a proposal and that
is why we are here to present it.

Now, our first proposal deals with Mcleod,

Medi ci ne Hat and Lethbridge would renmain as they are
in Plans A and B. Ednonton and Calgary cities would
be divided as in Plan B. Red Deer would conprise the
Cty of Red Deer, the County of Red Deer and any areas
within that boundary. This closely resenbles the
Comm ssion's --

CHAI RVAN: Excuse me, that neans, i.e., the
County of Red Deer?

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: The City of Red Deer, the County
of Red Deer, and any incorporated nmunicipalities
within the boundaries that woul d surround -- wholly

surrounded by the County of Red Deer.

CHAI RVAN: So in other words, the County of
Red Deer?
MATHEWE: Innisfail, and --

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Anyt hing within Red Deer would go

into Red Deer. Now, | believe Del burne and El nora are
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by Red Deer County, and they woul d be included, and I

t hi nk

Penhol d woul d al so be included, and | believe

Syl van Lake woul d al so be incl uded.

THE CHAI RVAN: As a matter of fact, we have

canvassed that very possibility. And your popul ation

| ooks to be about the same as what we -- slightly

hi gher

than what we figured.

MR. CHRI STOPHER HEAD: On the popul ations, we had a

numnber

of materials fromwhich we drafted the

popul ati on but unfortunately the Census tracked

i nformati on was not downl oadi ng fromthe conputer

appropriately so we didn't have exact Census track

i nformati on but we feel that the nunbers are fairly

accur at e.

quite

n | ooking at the Peace River area, we noted two

different parts of that riding. As the

Conmi ssion noted, the Town of Peace River and the City

of Grande Prairie have | ong been central areas -- have

| ong each had their own, sort of, geographic draw ng

poi nt.

Peace Ri ver services the Lesser Sl ave Lake

area, which is nore closely associated with the Peace

R ver

area than the Province's northeast sector and
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the areas to the north.

Grande Prairie has increasingly |looked to British
Col unmbi a and served as the collecting point from
sout hern approaches to the district. As such, its

relations with communities across the Swan Hi |l s have

49

i ncreased and a community of interest has arisen.

If you look at the Hghway 43 Iine there is a
conmunity of interest between Fox Creek, G ande
Prairie, Valleyview and Witecourt going down that
road, | nean, because of the |unber industry, the oil
and gas servicing industry, and the I|ike.

CHAI RVAN: But you don't propose goi ng down
to Wiitecourt?

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: No, but we are goi ng down that
hi ghway.

So what we do is create a Peace River, and the
Peace River conprising all areas within the follow ng
muni ci palities suggest itself as a natural grouping.

We woul d recognize that if you are seriously
| ooking at it, there would undoubtedly be fine tuning.

But we have the Municipal District of

Qpportunity, Nunber 17; Minicipal D strict of dear
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Hills, Nunmber 21; Minicipal District of Northern

Li ghts, Nunber 22; Municipal District of MKenzie,
Nunber 23; Municipal District of Lesser Sl ave Lake,
Nunber 124; Municipal District of Big Lakes, excluding
the area south of Township 68, that is the Little
Snoky area, Swan Hills area; Minicipal District of
Smoky River, Nunber 130; Municipal District of East
Peace, Number 131; Municipal District of Spirit R ver
Nunber 133; Municipal District of Peace, Nunber 135;

Muni ci pal district of Fairview, nunber 136; Birch
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Hlls county, Saddle Hill county. This creates a
riding of approximtely 83,200, which we recognize is
significantly bel ow the quota but still, by our

calcul ations within quota, and it does create -- there
is a coomunity of interest and also it is still a vast
area. It is a vast area but the population is not
concentrated in 1 or 2 centers. It is concentrated in
a nunber of smaller centers, and it is generally an
agricultural area, and therefore there would be a
conmunity of interest between those comunities and
there al so woul d be a nunber of snmall ones that woul d
make representation nore difficult. So by cutting

down the size and cutting down the popul ati on, we
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think it would inprove the quality of representation
for the people there.

The next division would be the one we centre on
the Grande Prairie line. W called it Cearwater.

QO her names m ght suggest thenselves. It would
include the city and county of Grande Prairie,
Barrhead county, Lac Ste. Anne county, Wodl ands
county, Greenview, MD 16, excluding the area south of
townshi p 63 and west of range 24.

When |'mtal ki ng about these Minicipal Districts,
I"msure you realize |I include everything that is
within themthat is incorporated.

The popul ati on of this area woul d be 106, 800, but

there woul d be significant concentrations of it in

51

Grande Prairie, thus making the area, even though it
is sonewhat of a large area, should be fairly easy to
represent, because, by ny cal cul ations, | suggest
sonewhere around 40 to 45,000 people within the
greater Grande Prairie area of that popul ation.

Now, having done that, we create a Yel |l owhead,
i ncl udi ng the Municipal District of Brazeau, west of

the North Saskatchewan R ver and north of the Brazeau
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dam-- | can't reading ny witing here -- and north of
the Brazeau dam yeah. G eenview MD 16 south of
townshi p 63 and west of range 24, west of the 5th,
Par kl and County, Yell owhead County, Jasper Nationa
Park, inprovenent District 25. That Yell owhead
basi cal |y takes everything west of Ednonton, and
101, 500 peopl e.

Then At habasca and this is where, | think, there
woul d be sone | ocal input here. W propose that
At habasca woul d i ncl ude Wod Buffal o National Park,
the regional nunicipality of Whwod Buffal o which
i ncl udes Fort McMurray, Athabasca County, Lakel and
County, St. Paul County, and Bonnyville county, Snoky
Lake County excluding parts in Township 58 to 61 in
ranges 16 to 19, west of the 4th. Qur cal cul ation of
that popul ati on woul d be approxi mately 109, 600. W
feel there is a long tinme historic community of
i nterest between St. Paul, Bonnyville, and Athabasca,

Fort McMurray, and we also note that in this riding,

52

you got a huge clunmp of population in Fort MMirray
and a relatively small -- and | use the term

relatively -- small area south with a commonality of
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interests.

W woul d then have a St. Al bert, which would
conprise the city of St. Al bert, Sturgeon County,
Thorhild County, Westlock County, and those portions
of Snoky Lake County not included in Athabasca, giving
a popul ation of 105, 200.

Then we create an El k Island which includes
Strathcona County, with the city of Fort Saskatchewan
Lanont County, M nburn County, Two Hills County and
El k Island National Park. The population on that is
107, 800 approxi mately.

Now, we create a Battle River is based on the
exi sting division of that nanme which existed from 1953
and 1968 and woul d i ncl ude Canrose, Beaver, Flagstaff
Stettler, Paint Earth, and Vernillion River Counti es,
Wai nwri ght and Provost Municipal Districts and specia
area nunber 4. The population of that is
approxi mately --

CHAI RVAN: Battle river 103, 200.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Wet aski wi n, whi ch woul d incl ude
Leduc, Ponoka, and Wetaskiw n Counties, the native
reserves, those portions of Brazeau Minicipal District
east of the North Saskatchewan River, which are those

not in Yell owhead, and that part of Laconbe County in

53
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the present provincial riding of Laconbe Stettler

Then we have a riding which could be called Bow
Ri ver, WIldrose, Rocky Muwuntain, and it would conprise
Banff National Park, the Kananaskis inprovenent
district not already in MacLeod, C earwater, and
Mount ai n Vi ew Counties, and the Big Horn Minicipa
district, the part of Laconmbe County now included in
Rocky Mount ai n House Provincial electoral district,
and part of Rockyview MD in township 25 and 26, ranges
2 to 6 west of the 5th, and township 27, 28, ranges 3
to 6, west of the 5th, not already assigned to MacLeod.

When you have done all of that, anything el se
that is left over goes into a riding called Crowfoot.

Then the city of Ednonton and Cal gary, of course,
we are back to the proposals we nade before.

Now, for making this proposal, we sinply thought
it should be nade and we sinply grouped mnuni ci pa
units. Again, we would have to say that if you were
in mnd to | ook at this, you would have to do some
fine tuning and adjustnments, but we thought, as an
overall concept to show how it would work, it might be
of some interest to you.

Again, | would thank you very much for having
listened to me. | do apol ogize to everybody for --
particul arly nadam report for having spoken too fast.
| again would like to close by again conplenenting the

Conmi ssion on its work. | nust say we were both very
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i npressed, and as you can see, by our comments with
regard to plan A there was not much we found we were
really anxious to suggest, and | do -- speaking nerely
as an hobbyist in the area of electoral geographical

I think this was a fabul ous report, and the idea of
associ ati ng the suburban comunities w th Ednonton
froma practical representation and a community of
interest sense is very good. | realize that there is
sone enotional issues involved for people in places
like St. Albert and Sherwood Park, but | do think
their interests have more in common with the -- and
know John does as well -- they do have nore in conmon
with the people in the City of Ednonton, saying they
don't want to be part of the city of Ednonton, than
they do with people in the surrounding rural I and.
Once you have made that decision, | think the

Conmi ssion made a very well thought out decision with
regard to the rural ridings.

I would like to thank you again for having
listened to us and it has been a great pleasure being
able to nmake this presentation to you
CHAI RVAN: vell, M. Day and M. Head, |
think we have encountered our first electoral boundary

ent husi asts. The presentation of these counter



25 proposal s has been a npbst useful exercise. You are

26 much to be thanked for that. W will be able to
27 bounce our own ideas off this and it will serve as a
55
1 good nmeans of testing the validity of what we have
2 proposed agai nst sonething else. So our
3 congratul ations on ny behalf at least and |I'm sure ny
4 col | eagues woul d share that sedinent.

5 MR. CHRI STOPHER HEAD: That was the presentation. |If

6 had to, | could go on for hours nore.

7 MS. KHULLAR: Just for curiosity sake, do you
8 want to put up our revisions. As we have done our

9 hearings, we have been working on revisions to our
10 proposal, which we have incorporated many of your

11 pl anni ng suggestions, so it would be interesting to
12 show you the map and see your coments.

13 The one question | have for you is that working
14 nore with plan A you see the Red Deer area that we
15 have had to condense that riding just because of the
16 popul ation growmh in the City of Red Deer. One area
17 that we have had quite a bit of controversy about,
18 besi des Ednonton, is Rocky Muntain House. Rocky

19 Mount ai n House wants to remain with Red Deer and we
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don't see that being very possible.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: The only place -- given the
popul ation, | would think the only place I could see
it going, if it didn't go to Banff-Cochrane, is in

w th Wet aski wi n.

KHULLAR: That is what we have done under
our proposed revisions. It is sonething we struggled
with. It is interesting to hear that that is your

56

coment as wel | .

DAY: It should be said that by putting
it inwith Wetaskiwin, it would again correlate with
the fact that Rocky Mountain House and Laconbe are
associated with each other provincially.

CHAI RVAN: Canr ose was very nuch opposed to
being included in Wetaskiwin. W nmade this
suggestion. It makes for an odd shape riding, but it
gets them back to where they want to be, that is in
Cr owf oot .

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: Does that affect the popul ations
nmuch?

CHAI RVAN: No, because we made sure that all
the H ghway 2 towns in the south are in

Banf f - Cochr ane.
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CHRI STOPHER HEAD: You put O ds back into

Banf f - Cochr ane.

KHULLAR: Rocky Mountai n House back into
Wet askiwin to shift the popul ati on around.

CHAI RVAN: It is a wenching thing,
apparently, for the people west of Red Deer because
they associate thenselves with -- the H ghway 11
corridor associates itself exclusively with Red Deer
not any ot her pl ace.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: | don't see how you could do
anything el se because the City of Red Deer basically

is the core of a riding and then you just got to
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associate areas with it.

CHAI RVAN: You are quite right and inevitably
it is going to shrink.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: | suppose the only other thing you
could consider is basically taking the city of Red
Deer and goi ng down the highway to incorporate
Innisfail, Adds in a sort of urban riding, a |ong

ski nny one.

CHAI RVAN: W tried it. It don't work.

DAY: The question there is whether you
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mght -- the areas in Laconbe county that you woul d
have in Red Deer in that proposal -- | nean, Laconbe
is a funny shaped county --

CHAI RVAN: Yes, the Wetaskiw n peopl e want
all of Laconbe County but to give Blackfalds as an
exanpl e to anybody but Red Deer doesn't make sense in
a conmrercial way in terns of trade or comunity of

i nterest because --

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: | mean, the only reason to do that
was because of increased popul ation in Bl ackfalds

m ght -- you nmight want to have the increase in

popul ation in Wtaskiw n which would be growing at a
nore slow rate than Red Deer.

CHAI RVAN: If you could just give us your
thoughts on the north. You have been very ingenious
intrying to westle with the Peace River probl em of

over population as it now stands. W tried different
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possibilities as well and found themall wanting. W
think that the only solution ultimately for those
northern two ridings will be the construction of a
connector road between Peace River and Fort MMirray,
whi ch woul d enabl e sonebody to craft a riding in the

northern part of the province right across, and south
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of Fort McMurray and south of Peace River, and then
have Grande Prairie and everything south of that lie
inadfferent riding, but that is not in the books in
the foreseeable future, unfortunately, so we are |left
wi th one under popul ated riding and one over popul at ed
riding. W are not concerned very much about Fort
McMurray because of its growmh. So it is now 88, 000,
as we propose it, and it should go up to near the
provincial quotient before the next census. Peace
River will only get worse, and yet it is too small to
divide in two because you woul d have two under
popul ated ri di ngs.

So apart fromwhat you suggested to us, do you
have any ot her thoughts on that subject?
DAY: | guess everyone is puzzl ed about
the last 15, 20 years. Really, the thing that drove
this proposal is the thought that the Lesser Slave
Lake area is, | think, on a nore obvious comunity of
interest, actually, with the Peace Ri ver and the Peace
Ri ver country historically. Athabasca has been kind

of the hinge community of the north. It could either
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point to Fort McMurray or point could point along
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Sl ave Lake to Peace River, and | think at |east part
of the -- when we first looked at it is in fact

| ooking at the way the judicial districts have been
di vi ded between the Peace River and Grande Prairie
circuits. 1t seens to be one of those classic cases.
We have just got our choices of bad answers.

CHAI RVAN: M. Day, that is quite correct. |
think the northerns agreed with us in the Peace River
hearing. W heard fromthe mayor up there and so on
and really they couldn't offer any concrete solution
to that problemeither. Their vote is diluted, there

is no question about it. The riding is vast and it

will stay that way, so they have learned to live with
t hat .
CHRI STOPHER HEAD: | think the Peace River portion is

nore difficult to represent because you don't have one
single large community with a huge nunber of electors
init. You have got a nunmber of smaller comunities
with electors, so | think representation becones
difficult for a politician because he has got to take
i nto account seven or eight major centers as opposed
to one or two.

CHAI RVAN: We have noved Peace Ri ver east
bound right over to include the Fox Lake Indian
Reserve community because it was stuck over there on

the other side and it was all serviced fromthe west.
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Sonebody suggested that and we are happy to do that.

As you say, Fort McMurray for M. Chatters is not
a great problem Although the distances are vast, he
just has to junmp fromone big centre to another one

and he has seen everybody.

DAY: | don't suppose there are too many

menbers -- elected representatives that are going to
claimto have undue problens representing their
constituency, what other problens others mght have
representing it.

CHAI RVAN: Well, the MPs all conplain about
having to drive too much but, | mean, Albertais a
thinly popul ated province in conparison to its size,
so they will have to continue to live with it. |
nmean, there are proponents of shrinking the rura
ridings as a special case right across the border --
lets all have popul ati ons of 60,000 or 70, 000.

CHRI STOPHER HEAD: | mean, a possible solution, and
it would involve changing the law, would be to take
the northern parts of Alberta and treat themas a
special area, and allow you to create an extra seat,
give Alberta an extra seat in northern Al berta.
think it would be justified to have three snall er

ri dings up there because of the vast -- and the
argunent | would make for that would be that woul d

gi ve the equival ent representation to what they have
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i n Saskat chewan and Manitoba for vast northern ridings
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because they can't | ose seats. That is beyond your
purview, but | do think that is something that
parliament could very well consider, and based on
coments | read in the British Colunbia Comm ssion
report, | think there is going to be sone serious
suggestion that parts of the interior of B.C , because
it islosing -- Caribou is losing one MP to the | ower
mai nl and, and their suggestion was they couldn't --
last tinme they had decided that they weren't going to
do it and this tine they were going to do it. From
what | have been hearing, there has been a | ot of
negative comment and there was sone suggestion in the
Conmi ssion report that large vast rural areas in the
interior of the province should be considered for
special treatnment. It was nentioned also by the
Ontari o Conmi ssion when they had to cut a seat from
northern Ontario in their report. So it does seemto
me that it is sonething that could be -- that is not
within your purview It is sonething that | would
hope woul d be considered at a political |evel

CHAI RVAN: VWell, behind it all, of course, is

the fact there is good airports all through the north
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and they have their el ectronic neans and e-mail and
many ways whi ch nmake their job nuch nore easier in
terns of access to the constituents. So sonebody said
that -- I think it was Professor Johnson in Ednonton

that don't be concerned. | mean, just provide them
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with a means to get around and a budget to get to see
their constituents. You can't do anything about the
geogr aphy.
Anyt hi ng el se?
Wel |, thank you both, gentlenen. W appreciate
your great work and also coming all this distance.
MR CHRI STOPHER HEAD: We came here because | was on
hol i days until last Friday and any of the Ednonton
dates just didn't work out.
THE CHAI RVAN: Besi des which you woul dn't have
had the chance to present a fraction of your materi al

because there were too nmany presenters.
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