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IT requirement for Implementation of C-19

Key Messages / Messages clés 

 The passage of Bill C-19 would require Elections Canada to update its electoral 

procedures and IT systems in a short period of time.   

 Eight (8) key electoral systems need to be modified, particularly to accommodate three 

polling days. 

 It would take three (3) months for the additional IT changes required for the proposed 

legislative changes included in Bill C-19 to be integrated into Elections Canada’s existing 

systems and tested for the delivery of a secure election.  

Facts / Faits

 There are over 40 IT systems that are critical to the conduct of the election.  Legislative 

changes require significant changes to 8 of these systems. Some of the changes to IT 

systems include voter information services, electoral personnel pay systems and key 

databases. 

 Enabling the use of drivers license to verify identity and address when requesting Vote-

by-Mail ballots electronically would take several more months of additional IT changes. 

Using driver’s licence number to validate identity as part of the registration process is also 

dependent on the availability of sharing agreements with respective provinces.   

 As many systems would be impacted by the legislative changes, all changes made to IT 

electoral systems will be tested and integrated together. An additional capacity testing will 

need to be performed to get assurances that IT systems can sustain a general election.   
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Cost to implement proposed changes in Bill C-19

Key Messages / Messages clés 

 The preliminary cost of Bill C-19 is projected at $76M.

 Bill C-19 would bring the total projected cost of the 44th General Election (GE) to $687M, a 

12% increase from the estimate without C-19 of $611M.

Facts / Faits

1 Also included in this item are costs for other changes to field operations related to the pandemic such as 

increasing workers’ capacity (other than in the Returning Officer’s Service Centre) and office footprint. 

2 The cost of Bill C-19, as tabled in Parliament, includes the cost reduction of merging some 30% of ordinary 

polls, due to the anticipated lack of polling locations availability over a 3-day voting period. 

GE43 Estimated Cost $501.2
Length Reduction 

(40-Day to 36-Day Calendar, 18-month to 12-month Readiness)
($39.0)

Pandemic Measures

 (PPE, Vote by Mail, Voter Information Campaign, etc.)
$50.2

Service Improvements in the Field 
1

 (No. of positions, hours & polls, Leases, Inflation, EBP)
$58.9

Tariff of Fees 2021  (incl. Overtime) $28.9

ECHQ Delivery 

(VIC Printing and Postage, Inflation, etc.)
$10.4

Spring 2021 GE44 Total $610.6

Preliminary Projected Cost of Bill C-19 
2 $76.2

GE44 with C-19 $686.8

GE44 Total Forecast ($M)
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Cost for pandemic measures

Key Messages / Messages clés 

 A general election will cost significantly more during a pandemic. Costs will also depend 

on the timing of the election and the nature of any legislative changes adopted. 

 The costs for the primary safety measures such as personal protective equipment, vote by 

mail services and voter information campaign are estimated at $50M (excluding  

Bill C-19 measures). 

 The costs for other changes to field operations such as to increase some workers’ capacity 

and office footprint, are not included in this estimate. 

Facts / Faits
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Vote by Mail under current legislation

Key Messages / Messages clés  

 Elector surveys show that between 20% and 30% of Canadians would rather vote by mail 

during the pandemic. This may represent up to 5 million electors which is a significant 

increase from past elections.

 A number of safeguards are in place to make voting by mail safe and secure. 

 While only special ballots received before the deadline set by the Canada Elections Act

will be accepted, it will take several days for all mailed ballots to have been counted to 

ensure accuracy and transparency of the counting process.  

Facts / Faits 

Method of voting in past two general elections (GEs) 

2015 2019

Special ballot 619,000 3.5% 660,000 3.6%

       Absentee (From outside electoral district)  190,000 1.1% 263,000 1.4%

       Local (From inside electoral district) 429,000 2.4% 397,000 2.2%

Advance polls 3,677,000 20.8% 4,879,000 26.6%

Day of the election 13,416,000 75.7% 12,811,000 69.8%

Total votes cast 17,712,000 18,350,000

Proportion of special ballots voted by mail, 43rd GE in 2019 

Ballots cast        By mail       Percent 

Absentee electors  263,000 50,000 19.0%

Local electors 397,000 5,000 1.3%

Totals 660,000 55,000
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Voting by mail and voting by special ballot: Basic concepts  

 Electors who do not wish to or cannot vote at their designated polling station, either at their 

advance or ordinary poll on election day, may vote by special ballot.   

 They may apply and vote by special ballot at any local Elections Canada office, or points 

of service set up to serve transient populations or communities who face particular 

challenges exercising their right to vote.  

 If they do not wish to or cannot vote at the nearest Elections Canada point of service, they 

may also apply to vote by mail. They may do so in writing and must provide copies of proof 

of identity and address to their returning officer (RO) or to the Special Voting Rules 

Administrator (SVRA) in Ottawa.   

 They can also request a special ballot online. The same rules apply: they must upload 

images of their proof of identity and address. Online applications eliminate the need for 

data to be captured manually by Elections Canada employees or election workers in the 

voter registration system, thus reducing the time needed to handle requests. Once an 

application has been received over the internet, the voting kit is sent via mail services.  

Voting by mail involves these steps: 

 An elector completes an Application for Registration and Special Ballot, and submits it to 

Elections Canada with copies of proof of identity and address (either online or by mail). 

Canadians who reside abroad may register in advance to vote by mail. All other electors 

may only apply for a special ballot after the issue of the writs, and may do so only until the 

6th day before election day. Once a request to vote by special ballot has been accepted, 

the elector cannot vote by any other means during the election. 

 Once a request has been verified and captured in the voter registration system, a unique 

identification number is generated. This number is stored in the Elections Canada voter 

registration system and recorded on the outer envelope provided to the elector. The name 

of the elector, as it appears on the piece of ID, is recorded on the outer envelope as well. 

 The special ballot voting kit sent to the elector contains a blank special ballot, a secrecy 

envelope, the outer envelope identifying the elector, a postage paid return envelope, as 

well as instruction sheet. Once the elector has received their voting kit, they mark the 

ballot with the name of their preferred candidate; writing just a political party name is not 

accepted.   

 A completed ballot is put inside a secrecy envelope, itself inserted into the outer envelope. 

The outer envelope, which contains the registration number unique to the elector, as well 

as their name, must be signed by the elector and placed in a postage paid mailing 

envelope that will be sent to Elections Canada.  
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 If the postage paid return envelope is addressed to the Special Voting Rules 

Administrator in Ottawa, the envelope must be returned by mail or courier to that 

address and must be received in Ottawa no later than 6 pm Eastern Time on 

Election Day.  

 If the postage paid return envelope is addressed to the local Elections Canada 

office in the elector’s electoral district (ED), the envelope must be returned by mail, 

courier or in person to that address and must be received no later than the close of 

the polls on Election Day.   

The count of special ballots involves the following steps: 

 Upon receipt of the mailed ballot, and at a time determined by the returning officer (RO) 

and communicated to political campaigns, election officers verify that the information on 

the outer envelope matches the information recorded in the voter registration system at the 

time of registration, that the declaration on the outer envelope has been signed and it is 

also marked as received in the system. Once verified, outer envelopes are securely stored 

until vote counting begins, at which point the inner secrecy envelope is separated from the 

outer envelope and opened.  

 An elector who has applied to vote by special ballot, whether by mail or at an Elections 

Canada service point, has their name appear on the voters list used at their designated 

advance and election day polls. However, an indication on the list shows that such an 

elector has already applied to vote by special ballot and, therefore, may not vote at these 

polls.  

 Special ballots cast by absentee electors (persons voting on Canadian Forces bases, 

incarcerated persons and Canadians abroad) and by electors voting from outside their ED 

are counted at the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer in Ottawa, where the results are 

tallied by candidate, by ED. Results are disseminated to local offices, where they are 

added to the votes counted at the polling stations and at the RO office. During the last  

GE, there were 263,000 ballots counted in Ottawa. 

 Special ballots cast by local electors are counted at the local RO office.   The counting of 

the special ballot may not begin until all verifications have been made to track and set 

aside any special ballot cast by someone who also voted at an Advance or Election day 

polling station. 

Considerations around voting by special ballot during a pandemic: Challenges and solutions 

 At the 43rd GE in 2019, 3.5% of all voters cast a special ballot. Of those, just 0.3% cast 

their special ballot by mail. Electors voting by special ballot within their ED did so primarily 

through in-person transactions at Elections Canada offices and points of service. In rare 

cases, they voted by mail; this amounted to approximately 5,000 votes.  
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 In the New Brunswick provincial election, 13,000 absentee ballot packages (3% of votes 

cast) were prepared. In the British Columbia provincial election, 17% of voters opted to 

vote by mail, while in Saskatchewan 12.7% of voters preferred to vote by mail.  

 Elector surveys show that between 20% and 30% (survey conducted in April 2021) of 

Canadians would rather vote by mail during pandemic. Based on figures from the last GE, 

this may represent up to 5 million electors.

 Elections Canada is developing a new system and new process capacity to serve up to 

5 million electors who are expected to ask to vote by mail, from their home, during a GE 

held during the pandemic.  

 If these forecasts hold true, the mail traffic generated by voting by mail will reach 

unprecedented levels in federal elections – up to 10 million mail transactions between the 

electors and Elections Canada. Accordingly, Elections Canada has been working with the 

Canada Post Corporation on a new business model that would include having the elector 

mail their ballot back free of charge for the elector. 

 During the 43rd GE, there were 397,000 ballots counted at local offices on election night. 

The projection is that local offices would have to count up to 5 million ballots in the next 

GE (with an average of just over 14,000 electors per ED).  

 Local mail-in ballots would continue to be counted at local offices and mail-in ballots from 

electors voting outside their ED or internationally would continue to be counted at 

Elections Canada headquarters. 

 It is important to note that the automation of labour-intensive activities at the local 

Elections Canada offices will have been completed, tested and readied for an election in 

early spring 2021. 

 The projected increased volume of mail-in ballots and the extra integrity controls we put in 

place will delay the count of special ballots by between 2 to 5 days depending on the ED. 

Other counts (votes casts at advance polls and polling day) will be available and reported 

on election night.  
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Election Worker Recruitment in a Pandemic Environment  

Key Messages / Messages clés 

• Recent surveys have indicated that while interest in working the next general election (GE) 

has generally declined since the start of the pandemic, particularly among older 

Canadians, interest in working the next GE remains high among those poll workers who 

worked during the last election.  

 

• Recruitment for a 2-day period could significantly diversify the pool of available workers, 

and enable student recruitment; People are generally more inclined to work at the polls on 

weekends. However, recruiting workers available for both the weekend and the Monday 

would be challenging.  

• Administrative and operational measures are being implemented to mitigate some of the 

recruitment challenges seen in the 43rd GE and improve working conditions, and clarify 

health and safety provisions. 

 

Facts / Faits 

 

• Elections Canada hired 232,000 election workers and office staff during the 43rd GE, 

approximately 60% of whom were 55 years old or over. Throughout the GE, there were 

significant poll worker drop-outs; over 10,000 did not show up for work on election day, 

mainly due to illness or conflict with school or work.    

 
• Since then, Elections Canada reached out to election workers from the 43rd GE, to 

determine, among other things, if they would work during the pandemic. The primary 

objective of the survey was to provide a refreshed inventory of potential poll workers that 

could be shared with returning officers (ROs) to directly support their recruitment 

activities for GE44. The results showed a high interest in working the next election 

among respondents, but reaffirmed concerns about working during COVID-19 and about 

long hours of work1. 

 

• A recent study conducted during the pandemic reveals that overall, Canadians are less 

likely to work at an election compared to before the pandemic. The same study also 

showed that people are generally more inclined to work at the polls on weekends.   

 

                                              
11 “Dec 16, 2020 — Ottaw a Public Health states that the risk of serious illness from COVID-19 increases 

progressively w ith age, particularly beyond 50 years of age […] [and] recommends that older adults avoid non-

essential trips in the community” (https://w ww.ottawapublichealth.ca/en/public-health-

topics/Older_Adults_and_COVID-19.aspx) 

file://///echqw2ks04/Public/EC%20logo/
https://www.ottawapublichealth.ca/en/public-health-topics/Older_Adults_and_COVID-19.aspx
https://www.ottawapublichealth.ca/en/public-health-topics/Older_Adults_and_COVID-19.aspx
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• During the 43rd GE, many election workers felt their pay did not reflect the complexities, 

long hours and stresses of the work.   

 

• Based on lessons learned from the October 26, 2020 federal by-elections, and provincial 

general elections held during the fall of 2020, election workers were largely happy with 

health and safety measure but they are still concerned about exposure to COVID-19. 

 

• After the October 26, 2020 by-elections, Elections Canada conducted a survey of 

workers in Toronto Centre and York Centre to verify and validate that safe working 

conditions were in place and determine if they would work for the 44th GE. The findings of 

this survey were used to refine Elections Canada’s approach to provide a safe and 

healthy working environment for the 44th GE. 

 

Elections Canada is changing its RO office and poll staffing models 

 
• Reviewing the staffing model (positions, salaries, tasks and job titles) and improving 

working conditions for election workers (i.e., providing opportunities for breaks and shifts, 

and providing overtime and holiday pay). 

• Consolidating the poll clerk and deputy returning officer (DRO) duties into one role to 

enable physical distancing parameters and reduce the total number of poll workers 

required. 

• The reduction in staff will be offset by the hiring of additional election workers to monitor 

the application of social distancing measures, clean and disinfect polling places, provide 

more frequent breaks to fellow election workers due to personal protective equipment 

(PPE) fatigue, assist with ballot counting at the end of the day and perform quality 

assurance to ensure integrity of the voting process.  

 
• Elections Canada will also need to hire more local office staff during the 44 th GE to serve 

electors who want to vote by mail, and to process the count of the mail-in ballots. 

 
• Given the minority government context, ROs will have significantly less time to ramp up 

their recruitment activities, and to confirm polling places as a first step.  A longer election 

period would help mitigate this challenge. 

 

Elections Canada is implementing new initiatives to enhance recruitment for the 44th GE:  

• Increasing the ratio of stand-by election workers from 10% to 30% in order to be in a 

position to respond to questions about safety measures and working conditions and have 

sufficient workers in case of drop-outs. 

 

file://///echqw2ks04/Public/EC%20logo/
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• Creating the regional recruitment coordinator (RRC) function in order to monitor regional 

trends and better coordinate the distribution/placement of stand-by resources to better 

manage drop-outs on polling day. 

 
• Delivering an enhanced national digital recruitment campaign during the writ period, with 

a media placement cost of approximately $425K, to raise awareness of opportunities. 

The paid advertising campaign will be supported by engagement with a network of civil 

society groups and earned media efforts. In 2019, prior to the drop of the writ, the agency 

launched a small national digital campaign with a media placement cost of roughly 

$100K.  

 

BACKGROUND FROM POLL WORKER SURVEYS 

 

Study on Canadian attitudes towards voting during the COVID-19 pandemic:  

 

Interest in working at the polls has decreased, especially among older Canadians.   

• Among individuals aged 55 and older, interest in working has declined from 52% pre -

pandemic (summer 2019) to 41% now (January 2021). Notably, this age group 

represented approximately 60% of poll workers in the 2019 GE. 

 
Younger people are generally more inclined to work at the polls on weekends    

• Among those 18-34, 45% indicated a willingness to work on Saturday, 48% on Sunday, 

but just 35% on Monday. 

 

GE43 poll worker survey: 

Interest in working the next GE was high among previous poll workers who responded: 

• 92% (66,038) of respondents said they were interested in working the next GE, including 

77% (55,935) who said they were very interested.2  

 
Issues with the hours or working conditions were cited ahead of COVID-19 as the main 

reason for not being interested in working again: 

• Among the 8% (5,851) of respondents who were not interested in or not sure about 

working the next GE, 1 in 4 (24%) mentioned the hours or working conditions as the main 

reason, followed by 1 in 5 (21%) who cited concerns about COVID-19. 

 

Being at high risk for COVID-19, or having an immediate contact who is at risk, had the 

greatest impact on interest in working the next GE:  

• About a quarter (24%) of respondents said they consider themselves or someone in their 

immediate social circle to be at high risk for COVID-19. 

 

                                              
2 See the survey report for necessary cautions around these f igures.  

file://///echqw2ks04/Public/EC%20logo/
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• Those who consider themselves or an immediate contact to be at high risk for COVID-19 

were much less likely to be very interested in working the next GE (65%) compared with 

those who do not (83%). 

 
 

 
 

  

file://///echqw2ks04/Public/EC%20logo/


Appearance of the Chief Electoral Officer on Bill C-19, An Act to 
amend the Canada Elections Act (COVID-19 response) 

Fact Sheet / Fiche d’information

Impact of Bill C-19 on Securing Polling Places

Key Messages / Messages clés 

 Signals from returning officers (ROs) are that securing polling places is more difficult

during a pandemic. 

 Educational facilities and seniors’ homes are less likely to be available to serve as 

polling stations during a pandemic.  

 However, as of May 20th, ROs have completed a sites availability verification exercise for a 

Spring election held on a Monday and are confident they could lease at least 13,340 

facilities for a Monday (against 15,487 in October 2019).   

 Data gathered so far suggest fewer facilities would available over three days than 

over two days or on a Monday

 Canadians should expect more polling places that do not meet the standards of 

proximity, familiarity or accessibility. 

Facts / Faits

 In 2019, there were 3,802 polling places for advance polls and 15,482 for ordinary polls.  

 Educational facilities represented 19% of voting locations on Election Day, serving 46% of 

the voters, owing to the generally large number of polling stations that can be installed in a 

school gymnasium. 

 In a pandemic context, traditionally used polling places such as schools and community 

centers may no longer be available.  

 Election days over three days further restrict the use of schools and churches, and require 

ROs to identify alternate locations.  

 The impact of a three-day polling period on the availability of polling places used in 2019 

can only be extrapolated from observations made by returning officers in the Fall of 2020 

and through some interpretation of the pre-event assignment completed in the winter of 

2021 for a potential spring election. 
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Inventory of available polling places 

 In fall 2020, ROs made preliminary contact with potential landlords. In total, 28,455 polling 
places were assessed. Of those, 1,512 are new locations which have never been 
considered for polling places in previous general elections (GE).   

 In winter 2021, ROs contacted potential landlords to reassess the availability of sites for a 
potential spring election.  Many educational landlords were not contacted as schools were 
deemed as unavailable during a pandemic. The ROs primary focus was to identify new 
sites and only revalidate the availability of sites that would likely be used for a spring 
election. Sites that were deemed as not available in the fall were not pursued. In total, 
20,524 polling places were assessed. Of those, at least 3,144 are new locations which 
have never been considered for polling places in previous GE.   

 There is a high level of uncertainty in securing sites which can be attributed to the limits 

imposed by provincial health and education guidelines. These limitations change from time 

to time due to status of the pandemic in each region. In addition, the unknown polling date 

in the minority government context contributes to the difficulties in securing spaces.  

If Voting is held on Saturday and Sunday (CEO Recommendation) 

 Of the locations contacted last fall, 11,057 polling places (39%) would be available to host 

a polling station on the weekend (no change from Monday’s polling day), while 8% would 

not be available.  

o The sites contacted during the fall represent previously used polling places and 
new locations. Of the 39% listed as available, these locations hosted 52% of the 
total ordinary polls during the 43rd GE.   

o For 53% of the sites contacted, availability are yet to be determined (TBD) as the 

landlords could not respond at the time of the initiative. 

 It can be estimated that up to 80% (39% available +53% TBD for up to 92% maximum) of 

the polling places contacted in the fall 2020 would be available for a vote held on a 

weekend (Saturday and Sunday), in the context of a pandemic. 

 This option was not assessed in the winter – as C-19 would not have been part of a spring 

election.  

If Voting is held on a Monday   

 During winter 2021, ROs contacted 20,524 polling places to revalidate availability for a 

potential spring election, under current legislation. Of the sites contacted, 13,082 (64%) 

would be available to host a polling station on a Monday and 15% would not be, while the 

rest are still unknown.  

o The sites contacted during the winter represent polling places used during the 43rd

GE (14,085) as well as potential new locations (6,739).  
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o Of the polling places listed as available, 55% (7,354) of those sites were used 

during the 43rd GE. These locations hosted only 42% ordinary polls during the 43rd

GE while 4,466 of the available locations are new and have not been used in the 

past.  Many of these new buildings have not been fully assessed for accessibility 

requirements or to confirm exactly how many voting desks they will safely be able 

to hold, as many parts of the country were in lock-down, and site visits were not 

permitted by the landlords. Some of these locations may be less familiar to electors 

and in more commercial areas located outside of residential communities.    

o For 21% of the locations contacted, availability is yet to be determined (TBD) as 

landlords and owners were not able to confirm availability at the time of the 

initiative. 

 It can be estimated that at least 64% and up to 85% of the polling places contacted during 

the winter 2021 would be available for a vote held on a Monday, in the context of a 

pandemic, but ROs did not contact any educational facilities, or landlords that said No 

during the fall. The total polling place count of 13,082 available is still well below the 

15,482 used in the last GE, and the number of physical desks may be lower in some 

polling places to accommodate for physical distancing, so the hope is to have more polling 

places, not less.   In addition, with the unknown election date there are always some sites 

that are unavailable when the writ is issued. The hope is to have a contingency of sites, 

which can be leveraged as needed. Regions that are most impacted by the loss of 

education facilities, are those that do not have available commercial spaces and polling 

places may be limited.   

If Voting is held on three days – Extrapolation from existing data  

 It is a different distribution of sites which would be available on a Saturday/Sunday 

versus Saturday/Sunday/Monday. The ability to direct electors to different sites for one 

of the days, and even secure alternate availability of a site on Monday that wasn’t 

available on the weekend would be difficult.  As such, this assessment looks at polls 

remaining open for all three days at the same site.  

 Based on the locations contacted last fall, if a three-day polling period on Saturday, 

Sunday and Monday is held, only 9,463 polling places (33%) would be available to host 

a polling station.  

o The sites contacted during the fall represent previously used polling places and 
new locations. Of the 33% listed as available, those that were previously used 
hosted 44% ordinary polls during the 43rd GE.   

o For 43% of the locations contacted, availability was yet to be determined as 

owners/managers were not able to respond at the time of the initiative.  However, if 

we look at the more recent data from the winter evaluation to see if polls could be 

held on a Monday, commercial landlords have committed to allowing polls at a 

higher rate. 
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 Preliminary analysis indicates that fewer polling places will be available for 3 days  

(estimated at 70%) compared to a two day weekend vote (estimated around 80%), but 

many of the polling places available for 3 days are new polling places, not fully assessed 

for accessibility, number of polls that can be assigned, or fully evaluated for distance that 

electors will have to travel to the polls.   

Impact to electors of a 3-day election period – Projections and simulation 

 Elections Canada completed simulations using information on polling sites availability 

collected last fall and assumptions on voting behaviour. For polling sites where the 

availability could not be determined, a large number of random scenarios were 

generated. The possible variability of the overall results was also estimated.    

 Projections based on statistical models of site availability show that the addition of a 

third polling day could cause about 3.3M voters (of the expected 13M in person voters) 

to be relocated at a different polling sites with a further distance from their homes, with 

approximately 200,000 electors not being able to vote in person on polling day due to a 

lower number of available sites or none within a reasonable distance to their home 

Other information recently gathered during both the winter and fall pre-event assignments.   

 Education facilities (typically our most common site-type) has one of the lowest positive 

response rates (1474 available of the 7265 total in our database), however only facilities 

where positive conversations with school boards were already underway, were contacted 

in the winter. 

o Manitoba has communicated that no schools will be available if an election were to 

be called during a pandemic. 

o The Toronto District School Board (TDSB), who during the 43rd GE leased 380 

schools (representing 81 advance polls and 1,680 ordinary polls) across 24 EDs in 

Ontario, had confirmed their schools will not be available for use unless polling day 

falls on a holiday, a professional development day or on a weekend.   This 

represents 400,000 electors for advance polls and 759,600 electors for ordinary 

polling day that will be relocated to a poll further away and will likely wait longer to 

cast their ballot in person.  

o The trend of unavailable schools is documented across the nation and impacts 

urban EDs the most. 
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By-elections in the fall of 2020 

 We expect a wide variation around the averages provided above: For instance, during the 

Toronto by-elections last October, ROs could only secure 55% of the polling places used 

during the 43rd GE. While ROs were able to add a few alternate and larger sites in 

commercial facilities such as hotels and a banquet hall, the overall number of sites was 

decreased, and electors had to travel further than within their immediate neighbourhoods 

and in some cases, outside their electoral district.  

o While using polling places outside of the ED was possible during the by-election 

this will not be possible in a GE as the neighbouring EDs will be using all available 

locations.   

Other factors and dimensions associated with the expected reduction:  

 Implementing protective measures and physical distancing at the polls require more 

space, which further excludes traditional locations or reduces the number of polling 

stations and desks which can be set up.   

 Reduced availability may result in having larger polling places with more polling 

stations.  

 ROs recently conducted a revalidation exercise to assess polling place availabilities and 

identify new locations.  To date, 4,866 new locations have been identified to which some 

unconventional locations such as arenas, theatres/cinemas, retail locations, convention 

centres, museums, etc. have been identified as potential polling places. 

o The purpose of this exercise was to identify additional locations should polling 

places used during past elections not be available for a potential spring election 

under the current legislation.   

 Larger polling places could include alternate commercial sites such as hotels, 

conference centers, golf/country clubs, exhibition/convention centres, arenas/athletic 

facilities, vacant retail spaces, restaurants, etc. that can also provide entrances large 

enough to manage line-ups and to triage the flow of electors to and from their 

designated polling stations.  

o Cineplex Cinemas have agreed to host polling stations should an election be 

called this spring, before they return to normal operations.    

o Starwood Hotels and Resorts Worldwide, Inc have also agreed to host polling 

stations in available hotels across Canada.  

o Elections Canada has contacted Service Canada and DND, and PSPC to get a 

list of all federal government buildings that could potentially be used.   

 S. 122 of the CEA allows for ROs to use gov’t facilities, but it is not 

always easy to determine who should be contacted and who has the 

authority or requirement (landlord if leased, government if owned, 
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building manager, etc.) to authorize use of the premises as a polling 

place.   

 Larger polling places (“super poll” locations) present advantages but also challenges in 

terms of proximity, familiarity or accessibility:   

o Advantages include:  

 having multiple entrances which will control the flow of electors 

 larger hallways and foyers which allow for adequate physical distancing 

 ample parking  

 generally good accessibility measures onsite 

o Disadvantages may involve: 

 having electors travelling further to their polling place and to areas in 

their community that are less familiar  

 locations not close to residential areas or with easy access to public 

transit, which may cause issues for electors who would normally walk or 

take public transit 

 increased walking distances from the parking area or from the nearest 

public transit stops to the voting room inside a large building 

 If the election coincides with vaccination campaigns, a number of large facilities – sport 

arenas, community centers and recreation centres are not available for polling 

locations, and without educational facilities, these represent the highest number of 

alternate locations 

 The rental cost of polling places is expected to be higher in a pandemic because of: 

o the increased number of polling days (C-19);  

o the extra costs for cleaning and disinfection protocols;  

o pandemic induced disruption of supply in the rental market, pushing prices 

upward; and 

o the use of larger commercial or alternative sites that cost more than traditional 

polling places (like schools, community centers or churches). The recent 

planning reports show that these sites will cost up to $3.45M more than our 

standard rental rates for a one-day election, and we are not yet at the targeted 

number of polling places to serve Canadians.   

 The costs for multiple days of voting were estimated based on directive rates and 

historical fees.  Based on recent information, a three-day election period could drive 

these costs up more than estimated.  

 During the October 26, 2020 by-elections in Toronto Centre and York Centre, ROs 

secured polling places at a much higher cost than during the 43rd GE:  
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o With the loss of traditional polling places such as schools, polling place rental 

fees increased by $19,494 for advance polling days and $24,188 for ordinary 

polling day.  

o For advance polls, there were fewer polling places (from 22 to 15) as compared 

to 2019, but the average rental fees per unit went from $959 to $2,706, a 182% 

increase.  

o For ordinary polls, there were fewer polling places (from 157 to 84) as compared 

to 2019 but the average rental fees per unit went from $333 to $911, a 173% 

increase.  

o 4 polling places located outside of the ED were used , compared to 9 locations 

during the 43rd GE (over 338 EDs).Neither of the by-election EDs used sites 

outside of their ED during the 43rd GE.  
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Voting Services in Long-term Care Facilities

Key Messages / Messages clés  

 Elections Canada is prepared to implement a broad range of options contemplated by 

Bill C-19 in arranging for the delivery of voting services to long-term care (LTC) facilities. 

 Elections Canada is consulting with provincial health authorities and LTC facilities’ 

administration ahead of the election. 

 Service options are being discussed and will be agreed upon with LTC facilities 

administration at the time of the election and according to local circumstances.  

Facts / Faits 

 The Canada Elections Act authorizes the administration of “mobile polls” to serve multiple 

LTC facilities on polling day and to proceed room-to-room where necessary within 

facilities.   

 In 2019, 5,334 LTC facilities were visited by a mobile poll. This figure includes both care 

facilities for the chronically ill and seniors’ homes.  

 Elections Canada estimates that an additional 700 seniors’ residences were large enough 

to be served by an ordinary poll (single building polling division). It is likely that seniors’ 

homes of a smaller size were served by their neighborhood polling station; these smaller 

homes are not recorded differently than other apartment buildings. 

 Elections Canada does not conduct mobile polling in facilities where there is an infectious 

disease outbreak. In such instances, returning officers (ROs) will be working closely with 

administrators and offer a suite of potential voting services, including the vote by mail 

option. 

 Elections Canada officials have been engaging with federal, provincial and local public 

health authorities for months now, and will continue to monitor the situation in order to 

respect the regulations regarding access to LTC facilities.  

 Flexibility is required to extend the operation of polls to retirement homes and LTC facilities 

over multiple days during the writ period:  

o to avoid visiting different facilities on the same day, by the same election officers; 

o to accommodate the requirements and schedules of facility administrators;  
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o to allow for extra time to register new residents, as Elections Canada will not be 

entering the facility early or multiple times to do targeted revision; and 

o to allow for extra time to set up floor by floor, or provide room-to-room voting 

services, where electors are confined to specific areas of the facility to prevent 

outbreaks. 

 Staffing voting operations within LTC facilities will be challenging and may require facility 

staff or volunteers to be trained as election officers in order to administer the vote within 

their facilities. Preliminary data from a recent pre-event assignment conducted by ROs 

indicate that 902 or 16% of the facilities approached to discuss the best options, indicated 

a preference for involving facility staff to support the delivery of voting services rather than 

other people who don’t regularly visit the LTC facility. 

 Where facility administrators are providing letters of confirmation of residence, Elections 

Canada will accept a letter with all of the residents listed, to be used as proof of address, 

to reduce workload and effort on the facilities during this very difficult time.   

 If access to LTC facilities is prohibited, special ballot voting will be possible, though 

challenging given the ID requirements and the complexity of the special ballot voting 

process. Where possible, administrative staff from within each facility or a community 

relations officers (CRO) for seniors will be leveraged to assist with the ID requirements and 

pick-up/drop-off of kits.  

 Based on experiences delivering voter services to LTC facilities in the recent by-elections 

in Toronto Centre and York Centre, as well as recent provincial elections, it is important to 

have a variety of voting options available to ROs to meet the diverse circumstances of 

these facilities across the country.  

 Elections Canada is working with a network of stakeholders who can provide advice on the 

planning, delivery and communication of voter services to LTC residents. This network 

was and may continue to be consulted on issues related to vote-by-mail, early voting and 

polls at these facilities on election day, how to engage facility staff in the delivery of the 

vote, and ensuring that residents have appropriate identification on hand to vote.  

 An Elections Canada working group has been established to assess how to simplify the 

voting process for residents of these facilities and to make it easier for them to meet 

identification requirements while maintaining the integrity of the process. 

 As of May 7, 2021, the recent pre-event assignment conducted by ROs in February and 

March allowed Elections Canada to develop a preliminary view of the possible service 

offering in these LTC facilities and other type of senior residences. These are preliminary 

and many facility administrators indicated that these could change if there was an 
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outbreak, or if the situation improved and there would be low rates of COVID cases locally 

and vaccinations were widespread.   

o 1002 (17%) facilities opted to have a traditional ordinary single building polling 
station. 

o 2273 (40%) facilities indicated a preference to have an adapted advance polling 
station. 

o 962 (17%) facilities indicated that a coordinated special ballot voting service will be 
preferable for their residents. 

o 725 (13%) identified a preference for a vote by-mail without support from their staff. 

o Only 24 facilities indicated that their residents will go at RO office to vote. 

o 287 (5%) institutions declined the services, which means that electors will have 
vote by mail option only. 

o 461 (8%) facilities told to ROs who have contacted them that at this stage they are 
not in a position to confirm the preferred voting services. 
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Elections Canada Engagement with Public Health Authorities

Key Messages / Messages clés 

 Assessments by the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) and Provincial/Territorial 

and Indigenous health authorities have allowed Elections Canada to enhance its health 

and safety protocols. 

 Elections Canada will continue to follow evolving provincial, territorial and Indigenous 

public health regulations and, if required at the issue of the writs will revisit operational 

instructions to field election officers.  

 A representative of the PHAC also offered guidelines for candidate activities such as 

canvassing at a meeting of the Advisory Committee of Political Parties (ACPP).

Facts / Faits 

 The feedback received from provinces’ and territories’ public health authorities is informing 
Elections Canada’s decision making.  

 Elections Canada will review operational decisions as we continue to receive feedback, 
including from First Nations, Métis and Inuit public health authorities.     

Electoral security and safety demand a whole-of-government approach 

 Elections Canada has been proactively engaging the PHAC and the Canadian Centre for 

Occupational Health and Safety to share planning assumptions and seek observations 

and guidance on the implementation of proposed adaptive measures to deliver a safe 

election for all participants.   

 Elections Canada is also working with the Government Operations Centre to refine the 

electoral security Concept of Operations so as to include a whole-of-government response 

to multi-tier health-related emergencies during an election. 

Public health response to the pandemic is local  

 In Canada, responding to a public health crisis is largely a matter for provincial/ territorial 

and local authorities.   

 Elections Canada consulted provincial and territorial health authorities to ask them to 

review the revised products and instructions to ensure they are consistent with their 

guidelines/orders.  
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 Elections Canada has sought assurances from provincial and territorial Chief Medical 

Officers that polling operations do not constitute a “gathering” or “event” under their 

regulation, and would thus be exempted from certain of the restrictions that limit or forbid 

public gatherings.  

 Drawing from experience in the October 26, 2020 by-elections in Toronto Centre and York 

Centre, and the experiences of recent elections in other Canadian jurisdictions, Elections 

Canada has mapped out a network of health authorities across the country to ensure we 

have contact information.  

Effective communications and collaboration are key 

 In addition to provincial and territorial health authorities, Elections Canada has established 

relationships and communications channels with various groups including: 

o ACPP: 

 With PHAC participation, Elections Canada presented information on how it is 

preparing for a general election under pandemic conditions, with a focus on 

guidelines for candidate activities such as canvassing.  

o Public Health Agencies: 

 Elections Canada’s, PHAC’s and provincial and territorial public health 

agencies’ communications team have established a connection to foster 

collaboration and alignment on public-facing communications and media 

inquiries related to COVID-19.   

o Indigenous Communities:

 Indigenous Services Canada

 Indigenous Services Canada has reviewed Elections Canada’s COVID-19 

Instructions and advised on priority points for Indigenous communities in 

general.  

 First Nations Communities 

 The Health Sector Directorate of the Assembly of First Nations has 

reviewed Elections Canada’s COVID-19 Instructions and advised on issues 

specific to First Nation communities living on reserves.  

 Métis Communities  

 The Manitoba Métis Federation has reviewed Elections Canada’s COVID-

19 Instructions and indicated how to reduce barriers for Métis community 

members. 

 Inuit Communities 
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 Elections Canada is awaiting feedback from the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK) 

and its four reginal governments, Inuvialuit, Nunavut Tunngavik, Makivik 

and Nunatsiavut from COVID-19 Instructions 
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Certifying “Impracticability” under Section 59 of the Canada Elections Act

Key Messages / Messages clés 

 Section 59 of the Canada Elections Act (CEA) allows the Governor in Council (GiC) to 
postpone or cancel an election in an electoral district (ED) where the Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO) certifies that it is “impracticable” to administer the election. The decision to 
certify belongs to the CEO alone. 

 While public health restrictions or health incidents do not in and by themselves make an 

election impracticable, they may create a situation where the voting operations are 

impracticable. 

 “Impracticability” may result, for example, from an unanticipated absence of staff or loss 

of polling sites for which Elections Canada is unable to compensate.  

 Where the absence of staff or loss of polling sites is not total, “impracticability” will be 

determined contextually in relation to factors relevant to the particular ED. 

Facts / Faits 

Background 

 Section 59 has never been invoked before. The provision was introduced into the CEA in 

1952 in response to severe flooding in Manitoba during the 1949 election. 

 The provision refers to “floods, fires or other disasters” as the trigger for invoking 

section 59 and when the provision was first included in the CEA, Parliament was 

primarily concerned with natural disasters. That said, the scope of the power is not 

limited to natural disasters. 

 The application of section 59 pertains to an ED. There is no mechanism to withdraw the 

writs for a national election. 

 Section 59 allows for a brief postponement of the election for up to seven days, or a 

more substantial delay of up to three months in which case the writ is withdrawn and a 

new writ is issued in an ED.  

 The CEO’s role is limited to certifying that it has become impracticable to administer the 

provisions of the CEA. Only the GiC (the Governor General on the advice of cabinet) has 
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the authority to invoke section 59 and to decide whether to postpone polling day or 

withdraw the writ.  

 The GiC will determine when a new writ will be issued and when voting will occur. The 

new election period may not be longer than 51 days – the same maximum duration in 

effect for any election period.

Section 59 in the context of a Pandemic 

 The “impracticability” analysis will focus on voting at ordinary polls. While many electors 
will vote at advance polls and by special ballot, ordinary polls are the last opportunity to 
vote and the primary voting channel for Canadians. 

 The test to ascertain that the holding of an election is “impractical” in an ED: 

o There is not enough ordinary polling station available where electors can vote 

safely; or   

o There is not enough election officers to operate the minimum number of available 

polling station where one can vote safely; or 

o Electors cannot attend to their polling station without risk to their safety or without 

infringing on local health directives.  

 The minimum viable amount of available polling stations or available election officers will 

vary across EDs and depend on local circumstances. The CEO will make a decision 

based on information obtained from local returning officers. 

 The CEO will evaluate “impracticability” against a minimum service level rather than the 
high service level Canadian electors may be accustomed to. This means, for example, 
that long wait times at the polls, or additional distance to the polling places may not be 
sufficient to constitute “impracticability”.   

 All contingency measures and all administrative and legislative flexibility will be 

exhausted before “impracticability” is certified. 

 Certifying “impracticability” under section 59 is a last resort. The CEO has a variety of 

tools available to respond to unforeseen events including administrative flexibility and the 

power to adapt the CEA in certain circumstances. All contingency plans will be 

exhausted before the CEO certifies impracticability.  
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Status of Political Financing Files from the 43rd General Election

Key Messages / Messages clés     

 In response to COVID-19, Elections Canada focused on providing political entities as 

much flexibility as possible to allow them to comply with the Canada Elections Act.

 These changes include providing sufficient time to entities to file their returns. 

 Reimbursements were issued to eligible political entities by the end of October 2020. 

Facts / Faits 

*Note prepared with data as of June 7, 2021* 

 To date, Elections Canada has received the majority of returns from the 43rd general 

election: 

o We have received: 

 96% of candidate returns 

 86% of party electoral returns (18 of 21 registered parties) 

 Missing documentation from the United Party of Canada, Stop 

Climate Change and Progressive Canadians. All three party have 

been deregistered. 

 93% of third party returns 

 Ahead of the 43rd general election, Elections Canada made changes to its audit process 

to adopt a risk-based methodology. Only a subset of returns will be selected for a full audit, 

based on risk factors (including the overall money spent during the campaign). 

 Work to complete audits of candidate returns within 12 months has been challenging.  

o The deadline for filing the candidate returns was February 21, 2020. Only 52% of 

returns were received by that date. Elections Canada has received 915 requests 

for an extension.  

o At present, Elections Canada has completed 86% of scheduled audits (all types) 

and is targeting June 30, 2021 to complete all audits. 
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o At the end of February 2021, Elections Canada had completed 82% of full and 

limited audits of returns received by the statutory deadline of February 21, 2020 (as 

of the update, Elections Canada had completed 97%). 

 In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Elections Canada has:  

o Facilitated deadline extensions for candidates and third parties. The Chief Electoral 

Officer reconsidered extensions from February 21, 2020, for those entities who had 

already requested and received approval for a deadline extension, to June 30, 

2020. 

o Implemented a mechanism, under way from August 2020 to the end of October 

2020, to accelerate reimbursements to eligible campaigns. These reimbursements 

were made prior to the completion of an audit.  

o Recommended to Electoral District Associations (EDAs) expecting delays due to 

COVID-19 to apply for an extension ahead of the annual filing deadline. Extensions 

were granted to July 31, 2020. 

o Adjusted our business processes for EDAs, including a simplified process to 

request an extension and an alternative to a signature for the annual update to the 

Registry. 

 These adjustments have been communicated to political entities on the Elections Canada 

website, on social media and through regular channels. 
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Adaptations made to the CEA pursuant to s. 17 in the 40th, 41st, 42nd, and 43rd General 

Elections 

Key Messages / Messages clés  

• The adaptation power is essential and is used in all general elections (GEs) to adjust to 

exceptional circumstances. 

 

• Adaptations are made transparently.  Each is immediately published on Elections 

Canada’s website, along with a detailed justification and explanation.  This information is 

also included in the Chief Electoral Officer’s (CEO) reports to Parliament following a 

general election or by-election.  

 

• We are not aware of any controversy having arisen from the use of the adaptation power 

by the CEO.  In some cases, adaptations have led to subsequent amendments to the 

Canada Elections Act (CEA) in order to make them permanent. 

 

Facts  

 

• Over the last four general elections, the CEO has exercised his authority under subs. 17(1) 

of the CEA a total of 33 times.  

 

• A total of 7 adaptations (out of 33 adaptations, or 21%) were made to safeguard the 

voting rights of electors impacted by severe weather events. 

o In the 43rd GE: two adaptations related to severe weather in Manitoba1  

o In the 42nd GE: two adaptations related to severe flooding2 

o In the 41st GE: three adaptations related to severe flooding3 

 

• A total of 7 adaptations (out of 33 adaptations, or 21%) were made to respond to higher-

than-expected voter turnout or long waits at polling stations. Amendments since 

brought to the CEA provide returning officers (ROs) with more flexibility in managing 

election workers. 

o In the 42nd GE: two adaptations safeguarded electoral rights,4 and one ensured the 

counting of advance ballots was not delayed by higher turnout5 

o In the 41st GE: one adaptation permitted ROs to appoint central poll supervisors at 

polling sites consisting of one or more polling stations,6 one adaptation permitted 

additional poll workers at advance polls,7 and one adaptation permitted the 

establishment of a second polling station in a seniors’ residence where some 

electors were facing long waits to vote8 

o In the 40th GE: one adaptation allowed ROs to appoint additional poll officials, 

including additional deputy returning officers (DROs) and poll clerks9 
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• A total of 5 adaptations (out of 33 adaptations, or 15%) were made to  mitigate errors 

made by ROs and election workers.10 

 

• A total of 4 adaptations (out of 33 adaptations, or 12%) were made to enable ROs to 

secure premises suitable for voting. 

o Three adaptations allowed ROs to establish polling sites in an adjacent electoral 

district (ED)11 or an adjacent polling district of another ED.12 

o One adaptation allowed ROs to establish their office outside of their ED if they 

were unable to establish their office within it.13 

 

• Parliament amended the CEA to address some issues that the CEO had previously 

addressed using his subs. 17(1) authority, namely: 

o to allow for the establishment of mobile advanced polls in isolated communities;14 

o to mitigate complications stemming from federal by-elections being superseded by 

a federal GE;15 

o to safeguard the statutory right of a candidate who was a Member of Parliament 

immediately before an election (and electors living with them) to vote in an ED 

other than the one in which their place of ordinary residence is located;16 

o to safeguard the electoral rights of incarcerated electors, including in response to 

the Supreme Court’s decision in Sauvé;17 and 

o to authorize the recovery of ballot boxes believed to be interfered with while in the 

custody of a DRO.18 

 

 

1 Adaptation 17-G-2019-04 of October 18, 2019 (FR) (enhanced registration and voting services) and 17-G-2019-05 of 

October 19, 2019 (FR) (special ballot registration and voting services on polling day to w orkers assigned to restoring 

pow er supply in Manitoba) 
2 Adaptations of September 29, 2015 (FR) (to establish a second polling station for polling division in Timmins–Ja mes  

Bay) and September 29, 2015 (FR) (to establish polling stations for polling divisions in Churchill–Keew atinook Aski) 
3 Adaptations of April 30, 2011 (FR) (to establish second polling station in Provencher), April 30, 2011 (FR) (to establish 

tw o mobile polling stations in Selkirk–Interlake), and May 2, 2011 (FR) (to permit issuance of transfer certif icates in 

electoral districts affected by f looding) 
4 Adaptations of October 10, 2015 (FR) (permitting a second polling station in advance polling districts) and October  

12, 2015 (FR) (permitting the use of photocopied ballot forms) 
5 Adaptation of October 16, 2015 (FR) (permitting the counting of advance poll ballots before the close of polls on 

polling day) 
6 Adaptation of April 3, 2011 (FR) (permitting additional poll w orkers on polling day) 
7 Adaptation of April 3, 2011 (FR) (permitting additional poll w orkers at advance polls) 
8 Adaptation of May 2, 2011 (FR) (permitting second polling station in a seniors’ residence in Drummond) 
9 Adaptation of September 8, 2008 (FR) 
10 In GE 40, adaptations of October 6, 2008 (FR) (ballot w hose counterfoil w as not removed by deputy returning off icer 

allow ed to be marked as a spoiled ballot) and October 24, 2008 (FR) (validation of results for merged polling divisions  

and advanced polling district); in GE 41, adaptation of May 9, 2011 (FR) (deeming the merger of polling division and 
advance polling district in Wascana); in GE 42: adaptation of October 9, 2015 (FR) (to establish a second polling station 

in advance polling district in Toronto–St. Paul’s); in GE 43: adaptation 17-G-2019-02 of October 4, 2019 (FR) (permitting 

ROs to establish external service points outside of their electoral district)  
11 Adaptation of October 7, 2008 (FR) (allow ing polling sites to be established in an adjacent electoral district) 
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SUMMARY

This enactment adds a new Part to the Canada Elections Act that
provides for temporary rules to ensure the safe administration of
an election in the context of the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) pandemic. The new Part, among other things,

(a) extends the Chief Electoral Officer’s power to adapt the
provisions of that Act to ensure the health or safety of elec-
tors or election officers;

(b) authorizes a returning officer to constitute polling divi-
sions that consist of a single institution where seniors or per-
sons with a disability reside, or a part of such an institution,
and to set the days and hours that a polling station estab-
lished there will be open;

(c) provides for a polling period of three consecutive days
consisting of a Saturday, Sunday and Monday;

(d) provides for the hours of voting during the polling period;

(e) provides for the opening and closing measures at polling
stations;

(f) sets the days for voting at advance polling stations;

(g) authorizes the Chief Electoral Officer to modify the day on
which certain things are authorized or required to be done
before the polling period by moving that day backward or for-
ward by up to two days or the starting date or ending date of
a period in which certain things are authorized or required to
be done by up to two days;

(h) provides that an elector may submit an application for
registration and special ballot under Division 4 of Part 11 in
writing or in electronic form;

(i) provides that an elector whose application for registration
and special ballot was accepted by the returning officer in
their electoral district may deposit the outer envelope con-
taining their special ballot in a secure reception box or ballot
box for the deposit of outer envelopes; and

(j) prohibits installing a secure reception box for the deposit
of outer envelopes unless by or under the authority of the
Chief Electoral Officer or a returning officer and prohibits de-
stroying, taking, opening or otherwise interfering with a se-
cure reception box installed by a returning officer.

The enactment also provides for the repeal of the new Part six
months after the publication of a notice confirming that the tem-
porary rules in that Part are no longer required to ensure the
safe administration of an election in the context of the COVID-19
pandemic.

SOMMAIRE

Le texte ajoute une nouvelle partie à la Loi électorale du Canada
afin de prévoir des règles d’application temporaire pour assurer
la tenue d’élections en toute sécurité dans le contexte de la pan-
démie de la maladie à coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19). Cette nou-
velle partie a notamment pour effet :

a) d’élargir le pouvoir du directeur général des élections
d’adapter les dispositions de cette loi pour protéger la santé
ou la sécurité des électeurs ou des fonctionnaires électoraux;

b) de permettre au directeur du scrutin de créer des sections
de vote constituées d’un seul établissement où résident des
personnes âgées ou ayant une déficience ou d’une partie
d’un tel établissement et de fixer les jours et heures d’ouver-
ture du bureau de scrutin ainsi établi;

c) de prévoir une période du scrutin de trois jours consécu-
tifs, soit les samedi, dimanche et lundi;

d) de prévoir les heures de vote pendant la période du scru-
tin;

e) de prévoir les mesures à prendre à l’ouverture et à la fer-
meture du bureau de scrutin;

f) de fixer les jours de vote aux bureaux de vote par anticipa-
tion;

g) de permettre au directeur général des élections d’avancer
ou de reculer d’au plus deux jours le jour où certaines choses
doivent ou peuvent être accomplies ou la date de début ou de
fin d’une période pendant laquelle certaines choses doivent
ou peuvent être accomplies;

h) de prévoir qu’une demande d’inscription et de bulletin de
vote spécial peut être faite au titre de la section 4 de la partie
11 par écrit ou sous forme électronique;

i) de prévoir que l’électeur dont la demande d’inscription et
de bulletin de vote spécial a été approuvée par le directeur du
scrutin de sa circonscription peut déposer l’enveloppe exté-
rieure contenant son bulletin de vote spécial dans une boîte
de réception sécurisée ou dans une urne destinée au dépôt
de ces enveloppes;

j) d’interdire l’installation d’une boîte de réception sécurisée
dédiée au dépôt des enveloppes extérieures sauf si l’installa-
tion est faite par le directeur général des élections ou le direc-
teur du scrutin, ou sous son autorité, et d’interdire la destruc-
tion, la prise, l’ouverture ou toute autre manipulation d’une
boîte de réception sécurisée installée par le directeur du scru-
tin.

Le texte prévoit également l’abrogation de la nouvelle partie six
mois après la publication d’un avis indiquant que les mesures
temporaires qui y sont prévues ne sont plus requises pour assu-
rer la tenue d’élections en toute sécurité dans le contexte de la
pandémie de COVID-19.
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Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate and House of Commons of Canada,
enacts as follows:

2000, c. 9

Canada Elections Act
1 The Canada Elections Act is amended by
adding the following after section 555: 5

PART 22

Temporary Rules

Application

Application of Parts 1 to 21

556 Parts 1 to 21 apply, subject to this Part, to an elec-
tion that is held after the day on which this section comes 10
into force.

Application of Part 22

557 This Part applies to an election referred to in sec-
tion 556.

Power to Adapt Act

Adaptation to subsection 17(1)

558 Subsection 17(1) is to be read as follows: 15

Power to adapt Act

17 (1) During an election period or within 30 days after
it, if an emergency, an unusual or unforeseen circum-
stance or an error makes it necessary, the Chief Electoral
Officer may, for the sole purpose of enabling electors to

Sa Majesté, sur l’avis et avec le consentement du
Sénat et de la Chambre des communes du Canada,
édicte :

2000, ch. 9

Loi électorale du Canada
1 La Loi électorale du Canada est modifiée par
adjonction, après l’article 555, de ce qui suit :

PARTIE 22

Règles temporaires

Champ d’application

Application des parties 1 à 21

556 Les parties 1 à 21 s’appliquent, sous réserve de la
présente partie, à toute élection tenue après la date d’en-
trée en vigueur du présent article.

Application de la partie 22

557 La présente partie s’applique aux élections visées à
l’article 556.

Pouvoir d’adapter la loi

Adaptation du paragraphe 17(1)

558 Le paragraphe 17(1) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Pouvoir d’adapter la loi

17 (1) Le directeur général des élections peut, pendant
la période électorale et les trente jours qui suivent celle-
ci, — uniquement pour permettre à des électeurs d’exer-
cer leur droit de vote, pour permettre le dépouillement

Sa Majesté, sur l’avis et avec le consentement du
Sénat et de la Chambre des communes du Canada,
édicte :

2000, ch. 9

Loi électorale du Canada
1 La Loi électorale du Canada est modifiée par
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trée en vigueur du présent article.
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l’article 556.

Pouvoir d’adapter la loi

Adaptation du paragraphe 17(1)

558 Le paragraphe 17(1) est réputé avoir le libellé sui- 15
vant :

Pouvoir d’adapter la loi

17 (1) Le directeur général des élections peut, pendant
la période électorale et les trente jours qui suivent celle-
ci, — uniquement pour permettre à des électeurs d’exer-
cer leur droit de vote, pour permettre le dépouillement 20
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exercise their right to vote, enabling the counting of votes
or ensuring the health or safety of electors or election of-
ficers, adapt any provision of this Act and, in particular,
may extend the time for doing any act, subject to subsec-
tion (2), or may increase the number of election officers 5
or polling stations.

Voting in Institutions Where Seniors
and Persons with a Disability Reside

Adaptation to paragraph 127(a)

559 Paragraph 127(a) is to be read as follows:

(a) in person at a polling station on polling day or at a 10
polling station established under subsection 561(1);

Adaptation to subsection 538(5)

560 Subsection 538(5) is to be read as follows:

Institutions

(5) A returning officer may, with the approval of the
Chief Electoral Officer, constitute polling divisions that
consist of one or more institutions, or a part of an institu- 15
tion, where seniors or persons with a disability reside.

Polling station consisting of institution

561 (1) If a polling division consisting of one institution
or a part of an institution is constituted under subsection
538(5), the returning officer shall establish a polling sta-
tion in the institution or part of the institution. 20

Opening period

(2) The returning officer shall open a polling station es-
tablished under subsection (1) for the days and hours
during the period that begins on the 13th day before
polling day and ends on polling day that the returning of-
ficer considers necessary to give electors residing in the 25
institution or part of the institution, as the case may be, a
reasonable opportunity to vote, but the polling station is
not to be open for a total of more than 12 hours during
that period.

du scrutin ou pour protéger la santé ou la sécurité des
électeurs ou des fonctionnaires électoraux — adapter les
dispositions de la présente loi dans les cas où il est néces-
saire de le faire en raison d’une situation d’urgence,
d’une circonstance exceptionnelle ou imprévue ou d’une
erreur. Il peut notamment prolonger le délai imparti
pour l’accomplissement de toute opération et augmenter
le nombre de fonctionnaires électoraux ou de bureaux de
scrutin.

Vote dans les établissements où
résident des personnes âgées ou
ayant une déficience

Adaptation de l’alinéa 127a)

559 L’alinéa 127a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

a) en personne à un bureau de scrutin le jour du scru-
tin ou à un bureau de scrutin établi au titre du para-
graphe 561(1);

Adaptation du paragraphe 538(5)

560 Le paragraphe 538(5) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Section de vote formée d’un ou de plusieurs
établissements

(5) Il peut, avec l’agrément du directeur général des élec-
tions, créer une section de vote constituée d’un ou de plu-
sieurs établissements où résident des personnes âgées ou
ayant une déficience, ou d’une partie d’un tel établisse-
ment.

Section de vote constituée d’un établissement

561 (1) Si une section de vote constituée d’un établisse-
ment ou d’une partie d’un établissement est créée en ver-
tu du paragraphe 538(5), le directeur du scrutin établit un
bureau de scrutin dans l’établissement ou la partie de
l’établissement.

Périodes d’ouverture

(2) Le directeur du scrutin ouvre le bureau de scrutin
pendant les jours et heures, au cours de la période com-
mençant le treizième jour précédant le jour du scrutin et
se terminant le jour du scrutin, qu’il estime nécessaires
pour donner à tous les électeurs qui résident dans l’éta-
blissement ou la partie de l’établissement, selon le cas,
une occasion raisonnable de voter. Le total des heures au
cours desquelles le bureau est ouvert pendant la période
ne peut dépasser douze.

du scrutin ou pour protéger la santé ou la sécurité des
électeurs ou des fonctionnaires électoraux — adapter les
dispositions de la présente loi dans les cas où il est néces-
saire de le faire en raison d’une situation d’urgence,
d’une circonstance exceptionnelle ou imprévue ou d’une 5
erreur. Il peut notamment prolonger le délai imparti
pour l’accomplissement de toute opération et augmenter
le nombre de fonctionnaires électoraux ou de bureaux de
scrutin.

Vote dans les établissements où 10

résident des personnes âgées ou
ayant une déficience

Adaptation de l’alinéa 127a)

559 L’alinéa 127a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

a) en personne à un bureau de scrutin le jour du scru-
tin ou à un bureau de scrutin établi au titre du para- 15
graphe 561(1);

Adaptation du paragraphe 538(5)

560 Le paragraphe 538(5) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Section de vote formée d’un ou de plusieurs
établissements

(5) Il peut, avec l’agrément du directeur général des élec-
tions, créer une section de vote constituée d’un ou de plu- 20
sieurs établissements où résident des personnes âgées ou
ayant une déficience, ou d’une partie d’un tel établisse-
ment.

Section de vote constituée d’un établissement

561 (1) Si une section de vote constituée d’un établisse-
ment ou d’une partie d’un établissement est créée en ver- 25
tu du paragraphe 538(5), le directeur du scrutin établit un
bureau de scrutin dans l’établissement ou la partie de
l’établissement.

Périodes d’ouverture

(2) Le directeur du scrutin ouvre le bureau de scrutin
pendant les jours et heures, au cours de la période com- 30
mençant le treizième jour précédant le jour du scrutin et
se terminant le jour du scrutin, qu’il estime nécessaires
pour donner à tous les électeurs qui résident dans l’éta-
blissement ou la partie de l’établissement, selon le cas,
une occasion raisonnable de voter. Le total des heures au 35
cours desquelles le bureau est ouvert pendant la période
ne peut dépasser douze.

exercise their right to vote, enabling the counting of votes
or ensuring the health or safety of electors or election of-
ficers, adapt any provision of this Act and, in particular,
may extend the time for doing any act, subject to subsec-
tion (2), or may increase the number of election officers
or polling stations.

Voting in Institutions Where Seniors
and Persons with a Disability Reside

Adaptation to paragraph 127(a)

559 Paragraph 127(a) is to be read as follows:

(a) in person at a polling station on polling day or at a
polling station established under subsection 561(1);

Adaptation to subsection 538(5)

560 Subsection 538(5) is to be read as follows:

Institutions

(5) A returning officer may, with the approval of the
Chief Electoral Officer, constitute polling divisions that
consist of one or more institutions, or a part of an institu-
tion, where seniors or persons with a disability reside.

Polling station consisting of institution

561 (1) If a polling division consisting of one institution
or a part of an institution is constituted under subsection
538(5), the returning officer shall establish a polling sta-
tion in the institution or part of the institution.

Opening period

(2) The returning officer shall open a polling station es-
tablished under subsection (1) for the days and hours
during the period that begins on the 13th day before
polling day and ends on polling day that the returning of-
ficer considers necessary to give electors residing in the
institution or part of the institution, as the case may be, a
reasonable opportunity to vote, but the polling station is
not to be open for a total of more than 12 hours during
that period.
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Notice

(3) The returning officer shall give notice to the candi-
dates of the days and hours that a polling station estab-
lished under subsection (1) is open in accordance with
the instructions of the Chief Electoral Officer.

Provisions applicable to polling station

(4) Subject to the instructions of the Chief Electoral Offi- 5
cer, the provisions of this Act that relate to ordinary polls
shall, in so far as they are applicable, apply to a polling
station established under subsection (1).

Opening of polling station in institution

562 (1) When the polling station established under sub-
section 561(1) opens, an election officer who is assigned 10
to the polling station shall, in full view of the candidates
or their representatives who are present,

(a) on the first day that the polling station is open,

(i) open the ballot box and ascertain that it is emp-
ty, 15

(ii) seal the ballot box with the seals provided by
the Chief Electoral Officer, and

(iii) place the ballot box on a table in full view of all
present and, subject to section 157, ensure that the
box remains there until the polling station closes on 20
that day; and

(b) on each subsequent day that the polling station is
open, place the ballot box on a table in full view of all
present and, subject to section 157, ensure that the box
remains there until the polling station closes on that 25
day.

Close of polling station in institution

(2) At the close of the polling station on each day that it
is open, an election officer who is assigned to the polling
station shall, in full view of the candidates or their repre-
sentatives who are present, and in accordance with in- 30
structions that the Chief Electoral Officer considers nec-
essary to ensure the integrity of the vote, take the mea-
sures set out in those instructions.

Candidates may check seals

(3) The candidates or their representatives may take note
of the serial numbers of the seals on any ballot box used 35
at the polling station at the following times:

(a) when the ballot box is placed on the table in accor-
dance with subsection (1);

Avis

(3) Le directeur du scrutin donne avis aux candidats des
jours et des heures d’ouverture du bureau de scrutin
conformément aux instructions du directeur général des
élections.

Dispositions applicables au bureau de scrutin

(4) Sous réserve des instructions du directeur général
des élections, les dispositions de la présente loi relatives
aux bureaux de scrutin s’appliquent, dans la mesure où
elles leur sont applicables, au bureau de scrutin établi au
titre du paragraphe (1).

Mesures à prendre à l’ouverture — établissement

562 (1) À l’ouverture du bureau de scrutin établi au titre
du paragraphe 561(1), un fonctionnaire électoral affecté à
ce bureau, sous le regard des candidats ou de leurs repré-
sentants qui sont sur les lieux :

a) le premier jour où le bureau est ouvert :

(i) ouvre l’urne et s’assure qu’elle est vide,

(ii) la scelle au moyen de sceaux fournis par le di-
recteur général des élections,

(iii) la place sur une table, bien en vue des per-
sonnes présentes, et l’y laisse, sous réserve de l’ar-
ticle 157, jusqu’à la fermeture du bureau;

b) chacun des jours où le bureau est ouvert par la
suite, place l’urne sur une table, bien en vue des per-
sonnes présentes, et l’y laisse, sous réserve de l’article
157, jusqu’à la fermeture du bureau.

Mesures à prendre à la fermeture — établissement

(2) À la fermeture du bureau de scrutin chacun des jours
où le bureau est ouvert, un fonctionnaire électoral affecté
à ce bureau, sous le regard des candidats ou de leurs re-
présentants qui sont sur les lieux, prend, en conformité
avec les instructions que le directeur général des élec-
tions estime indiquées pour assurer l’intégrité du vote,
les mesures précisées dans celles-ci.

Vérification des numéros de série des sceaux de
l’urne

(3) Les candidats ou leurs représentants peuvent
prendre note des numéros de série inscrits sur les sceaux
de l’urne aux moments suivants :

a) au moment où l’urne est placée sur une table
conformément au paragraphe (1);

Avis

(3) Le directeur du scrutin donne avis aux candidats des
jours et des heures d’ouverture du bureau de scrutin
conformément aux instructions du directeur général des
élections.

Dispositions applicables au bureau de scrutin

(4) Sous réserve des instructions du directeur général 5
des élections, les dispositions de la présente loi relatives
aux bureaux de scrutin s’appliquent, dans la mesure où
elles leur sont applicables, au bureau de scrutin établi au
titre du paragraphe (1).

Mesures à prendre à l’ouverture — établissement

562 (1) À l’ouverture du bureau de scrutin établi au titre 10
du paragraphe 561(1), un fonctionnaire électoral affecté à
ce bureau, sous le regard des candidats ou de leurs repré-
sentants qui sont sur les lieux :

a) le premier jour où le bureau est ouvert :

(i) ouvre l’urne et s’assure qu’elle est vide, 15

(ii) la scelle au moyen de sceaux fournis par le di-
recteur général des élections,

(iii) la place sur une table, bien en vue des per-
sonnes présentes, et l’y laisse, sous réserve de l’ar-
ticle 157, jusqu’à la fermeture du bureau; 20

b) chacun des jours où le bureau est ouvert par la
suite, place l’urne sur une table, bien en vue des per-
sonnes présentes, et l’y laisse, sous réserve de l’article
157, jusqu’à la fermeture du bureau.

Mesures à prendre à la fermeture — établissement

(2) À la fermeture du bureau de scrutin chacun des jours 25
où le bureau est ouvert, un fonctionnaire électoral affecté
à ce bureau, sous le regard des candidats ou de leurs re-
présentants qui sont sur les lieux, prend, en conformité
avec les instructions que le directeur général des élec-
tions estime indiquées pour assurer l’intégrité du vote, 30
les mesures précisées dans celles-ci.

Vérification des numéros de série des sceaux de
l’urne

(3) Les candidats ou leurs représentants peuvent
prendre note des numéros de série inscrits sur les sceaux
de l’urne aux moments suivants :

a) au moment où l’urne est placée sur une table 35
conformément au paragraphe (1);

Notice

(3) The returning officer shall give notice to the candi-
dates of the days and hours that a polling station estab-
lished under subsection (1) is open in accordance with
the instructions of the Chief Electoral Officer.

Provisions applicable to polling station

(4) Subject to the instructions of the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer, the provisions of this Act that relate to ordinary polls
shall, in so far as they are applicable, apply to a polling
station established under subsection (1).

Opening of polling station in institution

562 (1) When the polling station established under sub-
section 561(1) opens, an election officer who is assigned
to the polling station shall, in full view of the candidates
or their representatives who are present,

(a) on the first day that the polling station is open,

(i) open the ballot box and ascertain that it is emp-
ty,

(ii) seal the ballot box with the seals provided by
the Chief Electoral Officer, and

(iii) place the ballot box on a table in full view of all
present and, subject to section 157, ensure that the
box remains there until the polling station closes on
that day; and

(b) on each subsequent day that the polling station is
open, place the ballot box on a table in full view of all
present and, subject to section 157, ensure that the box
remains there until the polling station closes on that
day.

Close of polling station in institution

(2) At the close of the polling station on each day that it
is open, an election officer who is assigned to the polling
station shall, in full view of the candidates or their repre-
sentatives who are present, and in accordance with in-
structions that the Chief Electoral Officer considers nec-
essary to ensure the integrity of the vote, take the mea-
sures set out in those instructions.

Candidates may check seals

(3) The candidates or their representatives may take note
of the serial numbers of the seals on any ballot box used
at the polling station at the following times:

(a) when the ballot box is placed on the table in accor-
dance with subsection (1);
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(b) when the polling station closes on each day that it
is open; and

(c) when the votes are counted on polling day.

Ballot boxes

(4) Subsections 175(5) to (9) apply to a ballot box used at
the polling station. 5

2 Section 559 of the Act is replaced by the follow-
ing:

Adaptation to paragraph 127(a)

559 Paragraph 127(a) is to be read as follows:

(a) in person at a polling station during the polling pe-
riod or at a polling station established under subsec- 10
tion 561(1);

3 Subsection 561(2) of the Act is replaced by the
following:

Opening period

(2) The returning officer shall open a polling station es-
tablished under subsection (1) for the days and hours 15
during the period that begins on the 13th day before the
first day of the polling period and ends on the last day of
the polling period that the returning officer considers
necessary to give electors residing in the institution or
part of the institution, as the case may be, a reasonable 20
opportunity to vote, but the polling station is not to be
open for a total of more than 28 hours during that period.

4 Section 562 of the Act is replaced by the follow-
ing:

Electoral Calendar and Voting Hours 25

Non-application — definition of polling day

562 (1) The definition polling day in subsection 2(1)
does not apply.

Adaptation to definition of pre-election period

(2) Paragraph (b) of the definition pre-election period
in subsection 2(1) is to be read as follows:

(b) the 37th day before the Saturday referred to in 30
subsection 56.1(2). (période préélectorale)

Definition of polling period

(3) Subsection 2(1) is to be read as including the follow-
ing definition in alphabetical order:

b) à la fermeture du bureau de scrutin, chacun des
jours où le bureau est ouvert;

c) au moment du dépouillement du scrutin le jour du
scrutin.

Urne

(4) Les paragraphes 175(5) à (9) s’appliquent à l’urne uti-
lisée au bureau de scrutin.

2 L’article 559 de la même loi est remplacé par ce
qui suit :

Adaptation de l’alinéa 127a)

559 L’alinéa 127a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

a) en personne à un bureau de scrutin pendant la pé-
riode du scrutin ou à un bureau de scrutin établi au
titre du paragraphe 561(1);

3 Le paragraphe 561(2) de la même loi est rem-
placé par ce qui suit :

Périodes d’ouverture

(2) Le directeur du scrutin ouvre le bureau de scrutin
pendant les jours et heures, au cours de la période com-
mençant le treizième jour précédant le premier jour de la
période du scrutin et se terminant le dernier jour de cette
période, qu’il estime nécessaires pour donner à tous les
électeurs qui résident dans l’établissement ou la partie de
l’établissement, selon le cas, une occasion raisonnable de
voter. Le total des heures au cours desquelles le bureau
est ouvert pendant la période ne peut dépasser vingt-
huit.

4 L’article 562 de la même loi est remplacé par ce
qui suit :

Calendrier électoral et heures de vote

Non-application — définition de jour du scrutin

562 (1) La définition de jour du scrutin, au paragraphe
2(1), ne s’applique pas.

Adaptation de la définition de période préélectorale

(2) L’alinéa b) de la définition de période préélectorale,
au paragraphe 2(1), est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) le trente-septième jour précédant le samedi visé au
paragraphe 56.1(2). (pre-election period)

Définition de période du scrutin

(3) Le paragraphe 2(1) est réputé comprendre, selon
l’ordre alphabétique, la définition suivante :

b) à la fermeture du bureau de scrutin, chacun des
jours où le bureau est ouvert;

c) au moment du dépouillement du scrutin le jour du
scrutin.

Urne

(4) Les paragraphes 175(5) à (9) s’appliquent à l’urne uti- 5
lisée au bureau de scrutin.

2 L’article 559 de la même loi est remplacé par ce
qui suit :

Adaptation de l’alinéa 127a)

559 L’alinéa 127a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

a) en personne à un bureau de scrutin pendant la pé- 10
riode du scrutin ou à un bureau de scrutin établi au
titre du paragraphe 561(1);

3 Le paragraphe 561(2) de la même loi est rem-
placé par ce qui suit :

Périodes d’ouverture

(2) Le directeur du scrutin ouvre le bureau de scrutin 15
pendant les jours et heures, au cours de la période com-
mençant le treizième jour précédant le premier jour de la
période du scrutin et se terminant le dernier jour de cette
période, qu’il estime nécessaires pour donner à tous les
électeurs qui résident dans l’établissement ou la partie de 20
l’établissement, selon le cas, une occasion raisonnable de
voter. Le total des heures au cours desquelles le bureau
est ouvert pendant la période ne peut dépasser vingt-
huit.

4 L’article 562 de la même loi est remplacé par ce 25
qui suit :

Calendrier électoral et heures de vote

Non-application — définition de jour du scrutin

562 (1) La définition de jour du scrutin, au paragraphe
2(1), ne s’applique pas.

Adaptation de la définition de période préélectorale

(2) L’alinéa b) de la définition de période préélectorale, 30
au paragraphe 2(1), est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) le trente-septième jour précédant le samedi visé au
paragraphe 56.1(2). (pre-election period)

Définition de période du scrutin

(3) Le paragraphe 2(1) est réputé comprendre, selon
l’ordre alphabétique, la définition suivante : 35

(b) when the polling station closes on each day that it
is open; and

(c) when the votes are counted on polling day.

Ballot boxes

(4) Subsections 175(5) to (9) apply to a ballot box used at
the polling station.

2 Section 559 of the Act is replaced by the follow-
ing:

Adaptation to paragraph 127(a)

559 Paragraph 127(a) is to be read as follows:

(a) in person at a polling station during the polling pe-
riod or at a polling station established under subsec-
tion 561(1);

3 Subsection 561(2) of the Act is replaced by the
following:

Opening period

(2) The returning officer shall open a polling station es-
tablished under subsection (1) for the days and hours
during the period that begins on the 13th day before the
first day of the polling period and ends on the last day of
the polling period that the returning officer considers
necessary to give electors residing in the institution or
part of the institution, as the case may be, a reasonable
opportunity to vote, but the polling station is not to be
open for a total of more than 28 hours during that period.

4 Section 562 of the Act is replaced by the follow-
ing:

Electoral Calendar and Voting Hours

Non-application — definition of polling day

562 (1) The definition polling day in subsection 2(1)
does not apply.

Adaptation to definition of pre-election period

(2) Paragraph (b) of the definition pre-election period
in subsection 2(1) is to be read as follows:

(b) the 37th day before the Saturday referred to in
subsection 56.1(2). (période préélectorale)

Definition of polling period

(3) Subsection 2(1) is to be read as including the follow-
ing definition in alphabetical order:
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polling period, in relation to an election, means the peri-
od fixed for voting at the election under paragraph
57(1.2)(c) or subsection 59(4) or 77(2). (période du
scrutin)

Adaptation to subsection 2(6)

(4) Subsection 2(6) is to be read as follows: 5

Deeming — writ withdrawn

(6) If a writ for an election is withdrawn under subsec-
tion 59(1) or is deemed to be withdrawn under subsec-
tion 31(3) of the Parliament of Canada Act, then, for the
purposes of Parts 16.1 and 17 and Divisions 1, 2, 4 and 5
of Part 18, the last day of the polling period is deemed to 10
be the day that the writ is withdrawn or deemed to be
withdrawn.

Adaptation to subsection 17(3)

563 Subsection 17(3) is to be read as follows:

Emergency — extending voting hours

(3) If voting at a polling station is interrupted on any day
of the polling period by an emergency and the Chief Elec- 15
toral Officer is satisfied that, if the voting hours at the
polling station are not extended, a substantial number of
electors will not be able to vote, the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer shall extend the voting hours at the polling station for
the period the Chief Electoral Officer considers necessary 20
to give those electors a reasonable opportunity to vote, as
long as the polling station does not in any case

(a) close later than midnight on any day of the polling
period; or

(b) remain open during the polling period for a total 25
of more than 28 hours.

Adaptation to subsection 56.1(2)

564 Subsection 56.1(2) is to be read as follows:

Election dates

(2) Subject to subsection (1), each general election must
be held on the Saturday, Sunday and Monday that follow
the second Monday of October in the fourth calendar 30
year following the last general election.

Non-application — section 56.2

565 Section 56.2 does not apply.

période du scrutin La période fixée pour la tenue du
scrutin au titre de l’alinéa 57(1.2)c) ou du paragraphe
59(4) ou 77(2). (polling period)

Adaptation du paragraphe 2(6)

(4) Le paragraphe 2(6) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Fiction juridique — retrait du bref

(6) Si le bref délivré pour une élection est retiré dans le
cadre du paragraphe 59(1) ou est réputé l’être en vertu du
paragraphe 31(3) de la Loi sur le Parlement du Canada,
le dernier jour de la période du scrutin est réputé être,
pour l’application des parties 16.1 et 17 et des sections 1,
2, 4 et 5 de la partie 18, le jour où le bref est retiré ou est
réputé l’être.

Adaptation du paragraphe 17(3)

563 Le paragraphe 17(3) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Exception

(3) Lorsque, à la suite d’une urgence, il a fallu fermer un
bureau de scrutin pendant l’un ou l’autre des jours de la
période du scrutin, le directeur général des élections re-
porte la fermeture du bureau à un moment ultérieur s’il
est convaincu qu’autrement un nombre important d’élec-
teurs ne pourront y voter; le cas échéant, il reporte la fer-
meture du bureau pour la durée qu’il juge suffisante pour
que ces électeurs aient le temps voulu pour y voter, mais
le total des heures au cours desquelles le bureau est ou-
vert ne peut dépasser vingt-huit pour toute la période du
scrutin et le bureau ne peut fermer après minuit.

Adaptation du paragraphe 56.1(2)

564 Le paragraphe 56.1(2) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Dates des élections

(2) Sous réserve du paragraphe (1), les élections géné-
rales ont lieu les samedi, dimanche et lundi suivant le
deuxième lundi d’octobre de la quatrième année civile
qui suit la dernière élection générale.

Non-application — article 56.2

565 L’article 56.2 ne s’applique pas.

période du scrutin La période fixée pour la tenue du
scrutin au titre de l’alinéa 57(1.2)c) ou du paragraphe
59(4) ou 77(2). (polling period)

Adaptation du paragraphe 2(6)

(4) Le paragraphe 2(6) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Fiction juridique — retrait du bref

(6) Si le bref délivré pour une élection est retiré dans le 5
cadre du paragraphe 59(1) ou est réputé l’être en vertu du
paragraphe 31(3) de la Loi sur le Parlement du Canada,
le dernier jour de la période du scrutin est réputé être,
pour l’application des parties 16.1 et 17 et des sections 1,
2, 4 et 5 de la partie 18, le jour où le bref est retiré ou est 10
réputé l’être.

Adaptation du paragraphe 17(3)

563 Le paragraphe 17(3) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Exception

(3) Lorsque, à la suite d’une urgence, il a fallu fermer un
bureau de scrutin pendant l’un ou l’autre des jours de la 15
période du scrutin, le directeur général des élections re-
porte la fermeture du bureau à un moment ultérieur s’il
est convaincu qu’autrement un nombre important d’élec-
teurs ne pourront y voter; le cas échéant, il reporte la fer-
meture du bureau pour la durée qu’il juge suffisante pour 20
que ces électeurs aient le temps voulu pour y voter, mais
le total des heures au cours desquelles le bureau est ou-
vert ne peut dépasser vingt-huit pour toute la période du
scrutin et le bureau ne peut fermer après minuit.

Adaptation du paragraphe 56.1(2)

564 Le paragraphe 56.1(2) est réputé avoir le libellé sui- 25
vant :

Dates des élections

(2) Sous réserve du paragraphe (1), les élections géné-
rales ont lieu les samedi, dimanche et lundi suivant le
deuxième lundi d’octobre de la quatrième année civile
qui suit la dernière élection générale. 30

Non-application — article 56.2

565 L’article 56.2 ne s’applique pas.

polling period, in relation to an election, means the peri-
od fixed for voting at the election under paragraph
57(1.2)(c) or subsection 59(4) or 77(2). (période du
scrutin)

Adaptation to subsection 2(6)

(4) Subsection 2(6) is to be read as follows:

Deeming — writ withdrawn

(6) If a writ for an election is withdrawn under subsec-
tion 59(1) or is deemed to be withdrawn under subsec-
tion 31(3) of the Parliament of Canada Act, then, for the
purposes of Parts 16.1 and 17 and Divisions 1, 2, 4 and 5
of Part 18, the last day of the polling period is deemed to
be the day that the writ is withdrawn or deemed to be
withdrawn.

Adaptation to subsection 17(3)

563 Subsection 17(3) is to be read as follows:

Emergency — extending voting hours

(3) If voting at a polling station is interrupted on any day
of the polling period by an emergency and the Chief Elec-
toral Officer is satisfied that, if the voting hours at the
polling station are not extended, a substantial number of
electors will not be able to vote, the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer shall extend the voting hours at the polling station for
the period the Chief Electoral Officer considers necessary
to give those electors a reasonable opportunity to vote, as
long as the polling station does not in any case

(a) close later than midnight on any day of the polling
period; or

(b) remain open during the polling period for a total
of more than 28 hours.

Adaptation to subsection 56.1(2)

564 Subsection 56.1(2) is to be read as follows:

Election dates

(2) Subject to subsection (1), each general election must
be held on the Saturday, Sunday and Monday that follow
the second Monday of October in the fourth calendar
year following the last general election.

Non-application — section 56.2

565 Section 56.2 does not apply.
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Adaptation to paragraph 57(1.2)(c)

566 (1) Paragraph 57(1.2)(c) is to be read as follows:

(c) fix the polling period, the first day of which must
be no earlier than the 36th day and no later than the
50th day after the day on which the writ was issued.

Adaptation to paragraph 57(2)(b)

(2) Paragraph 57(2)(b) is to be read as follows: 5

(b) the polling period shall be the same for all elec-
toral districts; and

Adaptation to subsection 57(3)

(3) Subsection 57(3) is to be read as follows:

Polling period

(3) The polling period shall be three consecutive days
consisting of a Saturday, Sunday and Monday. 10

Non-application — subsections 57(4) and (5)

(4) Subsections 57(4) and (5) do not apply.

Adaptation to subsection 59(3)

567 (1) Subsection 59(3) is to be read as follows:

Polling period

(3) The period named in the new writ for the polling pe-
riod is determined by the Governor in Council, but the
first day of the period may be no later than the 50th day 15
after the day on which the new writ was issued.

Adaptation to subsection 59(4)

(2) In subsection 59(4), the expression “date for the new
polling day” is to be read as “dates for the new polling pe-
riod”.

Adaptation to paragraph 59(5)(a)

(3) Paragraph 59(5)(a) is to be read as follows: 20

(a) if this Act authorizes or requires anything to be
done on a day that is a certain number of days before
the first day of the polling period or done within a pe-
riod that ends before the first day of the polling peri-
od, and the day occurs or the period ends before the 25
day on which the postponement order is made, then
the first day of the polling period is deemed to still be
the first day of the period fixed under paragraph

Adaptation de l’alinéa 57(1.2)c)

566 (1) L’alinéa 57(1.2)c) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

c) fixe la période du scrutin, le premier jour de cette
période devant tomber au plus tôt le trente-sixième
jour suivant la date de délivrance du bref et au plus
tard le cinquantième jour suivant cette date.

Adaptation de l’alinéa 57(2)b)

(2) L’alinéa 57(2)b) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) la période du scrutin doit être la même pour toutes
les circonscriptions;

Adaptation du paragraphe 57(3)

(3) Le paragraphe 57(3) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Période du scrutin

(3) La période du scrutin consiste en une période de trois
jours consécutifs, soit les samedi, dimanche et lundi.

Non-application — paragraphes 57(4) et (5)

(4) Les paragraphes 57(4) et (5) ne s’appliquent pas.

Adaptation du paragraphe 59(3)

567 (1) Le paragraphe 59(3) est réputé avoir le libellé
suivant :

Période du scrutin

(3) La nouvelle période du scrutin est fixée par le gouver-
neur en conseil et son premier jour tombe au plus tard le
cinquantième jour suivant la date de la délivrance du
nouveau bref.

Adaptation du paragraphe 59(4)

(2) Au paragraphe 59(4), la mention « la date du nouveau
jour du scrutin » vaut mention de « les dates de la nou-
velle période du scrutin ».

Adaptation de l’alinéa 59(5)a)

(3) L’alinéa 59(5)a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

a) si une chose doit ou peut être accomplie au titre de
la présente loi un jour qui est un certain nombre de
jours avant le premier jour de la période du scrutin ou
à l’intérieur d’une période précédant le premier jour
de la période du scrutin et que ce jour a lieu ou que
cette période se termine avant le jour où le gouverneur
ordonne l’ajournement, le premier jour de la période
du scrutin est réputé être le premier jour de la période

Adaptation de l’alinéa 57(1.2)c)

566 (1) L’alinéa 57(1.2)c) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

c) fixe la période du scrutin, le premier jour de cette
période devant tomber au plus tôt le trente-sixième
jour suivant la date de délivrance du bref et au plus 5
tard le cinquantième jour suivant cette date.

Adaptation de l’alinéa 57(2)b)

(2) L’alinéa 57(2)b) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) la période du scrutin doit être la même pour toutes
les circonscriptions;

Adaptation du paragraphe 57(3)

(3) Le paragraphe 57(3) est réputé avoir le libellé sui- 10
vant :

Période du scrutin

(3) La période du scrutin consiste en une période de trois
jours consécutifs, soit les samedi, dimanche et lundi.

Non-application — paragraphes 57(4) et (5)

(4) Les paragraphes 57(4) et (5) ne s’appliquent pas.

Adaptation du paragraphe 59(3)

567 (1) Le paragraphe 59(3) est réputé avoir le libellé 15
suivant :

Période du scrutin

(3) La nouvelle période du scrutin est fixée par le gouver-
neur en conseil et son premier jour tombe au plus tard le
cinquantième jour suivant la date de la délivrance du
nouveau bref. 20

Adaptation du paragraphe 59(4)

(2) Au paragraphe 59(4), la mention « la date du nouveau
jour du scrutin » vaut mention de « les dates de la nou-
velle période du scrutin ».

Adaptation de l’alinéa 59(5)a)

(3) L’alinéa 59(5)a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

a) si une chose doit ou peut être accomplie au titre de 25
la présente loi un jour qui est un certain nombre de
jours avant le premier jour de la période du scrutin ou
à l’intérieur d’une période précédant le premier jour
de la période du scrutin et que ce jour a lieu ou que
cette période se termine avant le jour où le gouverneur 30
ordonne l’ajournement, le premier jour de la période
du scrutin est réputé être le premier jour de la période

Adaptation to paragraph 57(1.2)(c)

566 (1) Paragraph 57(1.2)(c) is to be read as follows:

(c) fix the polling period, the first day of which must
be no earlier than the 36th day and no later than the
50th day after the day on which the writ was issued.

Adaptation to paragraph 57(2)(b)

(2) Paragraph 57(2)(b) is to be read as follows:

(b) the polling period shall be the same for all elec-
toral districts; and

Adaptation to subsection 57(3)

(3) Subsection 57(3) is to be read as follows:

Polling period

(3) The polling period shall be three consecutive days
consisting of a Saturday, Sunday and Monday.

Non-application — subsections 57(4) and (5)

(4) Subsections 57(4) and (5) do not apply.

Adaptation to subsection 59(3)

567 (1) Subsection 59(3) is to be read as follows:

Polling period

(3) The period named in the new writ for the polling pe-
riod is determined by the Governor in Council, but the
first day of the period may be no later than the 50th day
after the day on which the new writ was issued.

Adaptation to subsection 59(4)

(2) In subsection 59(4), the expression “date for the new
polling day” is to be read as “dates for the new polling pe-
riod”.

Adaptation to paragraph 59(5)(a)

(3) Paragraph 59(5)(a) is to be read as follows:

(a) if this Act authorizes or requires anything to be
done on a day that is a certain number of days before
the first day of the polling period or done within a pe-
riod that ends before the first day of the polling peri-
od, and the day occurs or the period ends before the
day on which the postponement order is made, then
the first day of the polling period is deemed to still be
the first day of the period fixed under paragraph
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57(1.2)(c) and not the first day of the period fixed un-
der subsection (4);

Adaptation to portion of paragraph 59(5)(b) before
subparagraph (i)

(4) The portion of paragraph 59(5)(b) before subpara-
graph (i) is to be read as follows:

(b) if this Act authorizes or requires anything to be 5
done within a period that ends on the last day of the
polling period or before that day, and the period in
which the thing is authorized or required to be done
ends on or after the day on which the postponement
order is made, then 10

Non-application — paragraph 59(5)(e)

(5) Paragraph 59(5)(e) does not apply.

Adaptation to paragraph 62(b)

568 Paragraph 62(b) is to be read as follows:

(b) the dates for the polling period;

Adaptation to section 77

569 Section 77 is to be read as follows:

Postponement of closing day for nominations on
death of candidate

77 (1) If a candidate endorsed by a registered party dies 15
after 2:00 p.m. on the 5th day before the closing day for
nominations and before the close of polling stations on
the last day of the polling period, the election is post-
poned and the returning officer shall, after communicat-
ing with the Chief Electoral Officer, fix the 2nd Saturday 20
after the death as the closing day for nominations in that
electoral district.

New polling period

(2) Notice of the day fixed under subsection (1) shall be
given by a further Notice of Election distributed and
posted as specified by the Chief Electoral Officer, and 25
there shall be named by the Notice of Election a new
polling period, the first day of which shall be Saturday,
the 21st day after the day fixed under that subsection.

Lists of electors

(3) The lists of electors to be used at a postponed election
shall be the lists of electors that were revised before the 30
6th day before the first day of the new polling period.

fixée au titre de l’alinéa 57(1.2)c) et non pas le premier
jour de la période fixée au titre du paragraphe (4);

Adaptation du passage de l’alinéa 59(5)b) précédant le
sous-alinéa (i)

(4) Le passage de l’alinéa 59(5)b) précédant le sous-ali-
néa (i) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) si une chose doit ou peut être accomplie au titre de
la présente loi à l’intérieur d’une période qui se ter-
mine le dernier jour de la période du scrutin ou avant
ce jour et que la période prévue pour l’accomplisse-
ment de cette chose se termine le jour où le gouver-
neur ordonne l’ajournement — ou après cette date — :

Non-application — alinéa 59(5)e)

(5) L’alinéa 59(5)e) ne s’applique pas.

Adaptation de l’alinéa 62b)

568 L’alinéa 62b) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) la période du scrutin;

Adaptation de l’article 77

569 L’article 77 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Report du jour de clôture en cas de décès d’un
candidat

77 (1) Lorsqu’un candidat soutenu par un parti enregis-
tré décède au cours de la période commençant à 14 h le
cinquième jour précédant le jour de clôture et se termi-
nant à la fermeture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour
de la période du scrutin, le scrutin est ajourné et le direc-
teur du scrutin, après avoir communiqué avec le direc-
teur général des élections, fixe comme nouveau jour de
clôture dans la circonscription le deuxième samedi sui-
vant la date du décès.

Nouvelle période du scrutin

(2) Dans le cas prévu au paragraphe (1), un nouvel avis
de convocation, distribué et affiché selon les modalités
fixées par le directeur général des élections, mentionne la
date du nouveau jour de clôture ainsi que les dates de la
nouvelle période du scrutin, dont le premier jour est le
samedi vingt et unième jour suivant ce nouveau jour de
clôture.

Listes électorales

(3) Les listes électorales devant servir à une élection
ajournée sont les listes électorales qui sont révisées jus-
qu’au sixième jour précédant le premier jour de la nou-
velle période du scrutin.

fixée au titre de l’alinéa 57(1.2)c) et non pas le premier
jour de la période fixée au titre du paragraphe (4);

Adaptation du passage de l’alinéa 59(5)b) précédant le
sous-alinéa (i)

(4) Le passage de l’alinéa 59(5)b) précédant le sous-ali-
néa (i) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) si une chose doit ou peut être accomplie au titre de 5
la présente loi à l’intérieur d’une période qui se ter-
mine le dernier jour de la période du scrutin ou avant
ce jour et que la période prévue pour l’accomplisse-
ment de cette chose se termine le jour où le gouver-
neur ordonne l’ajournement — ou après cette date — : 10

Non-application — alinéa 59(5)e)

(5) L’alinéa 59(5)e) ne s’applique pas.

Adaptation de l’alinéa 62b)

568 L’alinéa 62b) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) la période du scrutin;

Adaptation de l’article 77

569 L’article 77 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Report du jour de clôture en cas de décès d’un
candidat

77 (1) Lorsqu’un candidat soutenu par un parti enregis- 15
tré décède au cours de la période commençant à 14 h le
cinquième jour précédant le jour de clôture et se termi-
nant à la fermeture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour
de la période du scrutin, le scrutin est ajourné et le direc-
teur du scrutin, après avoir communiqué avec le direc- 20
teur général des élections, fixe comme nouveau jour de
clôture dans la circonscription le deuxième samedi sui-
vant la date du décès.

Nouvelle période du scrutin

(2) Dans le cas prévu au paragraphe (1), un nouvel avis
de convocation, distribué et affiché selon les modalités 25
fixées par le directeur général des élections, mentionne la
date du nouveau jour de clôture ainsi que les dates de la
nouvelle période du scrutin, dont le premier jour est le
samedi vingt et unième jour suivant ce nouveau jour de
clôture. 30

Listes électorales

(3) Les listes électorales devant servir à une élection
ajournée sont les listes électorales qui sont révisées jus-
qu’au sixième jour précédant le premier jour de la nou-
velle période du scrutin.

57(1.2)(c) and not the first day of the period fixed un-
der subsection (4);

Adaptation to portion of paragraph 59(5)(b) before
subparagraph (i)

(4) The portion of paragraph 59(5)(b) before subpara-
graph (i) is to be read as follows:

(b) if this Act authorizes or requires anything to be
done within a period that ends on the last day of the
polling period or before that day, and the period in
which the thing is authorized or required to be done
ends on or after the day on which the postponement
order is made, then

Non-application — paragraph 59(5)(e)

(5) Paragraph 59(5)(e) does not apply.

Adaptation to paragraph 62(b)

568 Paragraph 62(b) is to be read as follows:

(b) the dates for the polling period;

Adaptation to section 77

569 Section 77 is to be read as follows:

Postponement of closing day for nominations on
death of candidate

77 (1) If a candidate endorsed by a registered party dies
after 2:00 p.m. on the 5th day before the closing day for
nominations and before the close of polling stations on
the last day of the polling period, the election is post-
poned and the returning officer shall, after communicat-
ing with the Chief Electoral Officer, fix the 2nd Saturday
after the death as the closing day for nominations in that
electoral district.

New polling period

(2) Notice of the day fixed under subsection (1) shall be
given by a further Notice of Election distributed and
posted as specified by the Chief Electoral Officer, and
there shall be named by the Notice of Election a new
polling period, the first day of which shall be Saturday,
the 21st day after the day fixed under that subsection.

Lists of electors

(3) The lists of electors to be used at a postponed election
shall be the lists of electors that were revised before the
6th day before the first day of the new polling period.
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Adaptation to section 120

570 Section 120 is to be read as follows:

Establishment of polling stations

120 (1) Each returning officer shall, for the polling peri-
od, establish polling stations and assign each polling divi-
sion to a polling station.

Same premises for entire polling period

(2) A polling station shall be in the same premises on 5
each day of the polling period unless the returning officer
receives the prior approval of the Chief Electoral Officer
to establish the polling station in different premises for
one or more days during that period.

Adaptation to heading after section 127

571 The heading “Polling Day” after section 127 is to be 10
read as “Polling Period”.

Adaptation to section 128

572 Section 128 is to be read as follows:

Hours of voting — first and second day of polling
period

128 (1) The voting hours on the first and second day of
the polling period are from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Hours of voting — last day of polling period

(2) The voting hours on the last day of the polling period 15
are

(a) from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m., if the electoral district
is in the Newfoundland, Atlantic or Central time zone;

(b) from 9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., if the electoral district
is in the Eastern time zone; 20

(c) from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., if the electoral district
is in the Mountain time zone; and

(d) from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., if the electoral district
is in the Pacific time zone.

Deeming — daylight saving time

(3) For the purpose of subsection (2), if any day of the 25
polling period falls during a time of year when daylight
saving time is observed in the majority of electoral dis-
tricts, daylight saving time is deemed to be observed on
that day in any electoral district in which daylight saving
time is not observed during that time of year. 30

Adaptation de l’article 120

570 L’article 120 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Établissement

120 (1) Pour la période du scrutin, le directeur du scru-
tin établit des bureaux de scrutin et rattache chaque sec-
tion de vote à un bureau de scrutin.

Même local pour la période du scrutin

(2) Le bureau de scrutin est situé dans le même local
pour tous les jours de la période du scrutin, à moins que
le directeur du scrutin n’ait obtenu l’agrément préalable
du directeur général des élections de l’établir dans des lo-
caux différents pour un ou plusieurs jours de cette pé-
riode.

Adaptation de l’intertitre suivant l’article 127

571 L’intertitre « Jour du scrutin » suivant l’article 127
est réputé avoir le libellé « Période du scrutin ».

Adaptation de l’article 128

572 L’article 128 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Heures du scrutin : deux premiers jours de la période
du scrutin

128 (1) Les heures de vote les deux premiers jours de la
période du scrutin sont de 9 h 30 à 17 h 30.

Heures du scrutin : dernier jour de la période du
scrutin

(2) Les heures de vote le dernier jour de la période du
scrutin sont :

a) de 8 h 30 à 20 h 30 si la circonscription est située
dans le fuseau horaire de Terre-Neuve, de l’Atlantique
ou du Centre;

b) de 9 h 30 à 21 h 30 si la circonscription est située
dans le fuseau horaire de l’Est;

c) de 7 h 30 à 19 h 30 si la circonscription est située
dans le fuseau horaire des Rocheuses;

d) de 7 h à 19 h si la circonscription est située dans le
fuseau horaire du Pacifique.

Fiction juridique — heure avancée

(3) Pour l’application du paragraphe (2), si un des jours
de la période du scrutin tombe pendant une période de
l’année où l’heure avancée est en vigueur dans une majo-
rité de circonscriptions, l’heure avancée est réputée, ce
jour-là, être également en vigueur dans toute circonscrip-
tion où ce n’est pas le cas pendant cette période de l’an-
née.

Adaptation de l’article 120

570 L’article 120 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Établissement

120 (1) Pour la période du scrutin, le directeur du scru-
tin établit des bureaux de scrutin et rattache chaque sec-
tion de vote à un bureau de scrutin.

Même local pour la période du scrutin

(2) Le bureau de scrutin est situé dans le même local 5
pour tous les jours de la période du scrutin, à moins que
le directeur du scrutin n’ait obtenu l’agrément préalable
du directeur général des élections de l’établir dans des lo-
caux différents pour un ou plusieurs jours de cette pé-
riode. 10

Adaptation de l’intertitre suivant l’article 127

571 L’intertitre « Jour du scrutin » suivant l’article 127
est réputé avoir le libellé « Période du scrutin ».

Adaptation de l’article 128

572 L’article 128 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Heures du scrutin : deux premiers jours de la période
du scrutin

128 (1) Les heures de vote les deux premiers jours de la
période du scrutin sont de 9 h 30 à 17 h 30. 15

Heures du scrutin : dernier jour de la période du
scrutin

(2) Les heures de vote le dernier jour de la période du
scrutin sont :

a) de 8 h 30 à 20 h 30 si la circonscription est située
dans le fuseau horaire de Terre-Neuve, de l’Atlantique
ou du Centre; 20

b) de 9 h 30 à 21 h 30 si la circonscription est située
dans le fuseau horaire de l’Est;

c) de 7 h 30 à 19 h 30 si la circonscription est située
dans le fuseau horaire des Rocheuses;

d) de 7 h à 19 h si la circonscription est située dans le 25
fuseau horaire du Pacifique.

Fiction juridique — heure avancée

(3) Pour l’application du paragraphe (2), si un des jours
de la période du scrutin tombe pendant une période de
l’année où l’heure avancée est en vigueur dans une majo-
rité de circonscriptions, l’heure avancée est réputée, ce 30
jour-là, être également en vigueur dans toute circonscrip-
tion où ce n’est pas le cas pendant cette période de l’an-
née.

Adaptation to section 120

570 Section 120 is to be read as follows:

Establishment of polling stations

120 (1) Each returning officer shall, for the polling peri-
od, establish polling stations and assign each polling divi-
sion to a polling station.

Same premises for entire polling period

(2) A polling station shall be in the same premises on
each day of the polling period unless the returning officer
receives the prior approval of the Chief Electoral Officer
to establish the polling station in different premises for
one or more days during that period.

Adaptation to heading after section 127

571 The heading “Polling Day” after section 127 is to be
read as “Polling Period”.

Adaptation to section 128

572 Section 128 is to be read as follows:

Hours of voting — first and second day of polling
period

128 (1) The voting hours on the first and second day of
the polling period are from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Hours of voting — last day of polling period

(2) The voting hours on the last day of the polling period
are

(a) from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m., if the electoral district
is in the Newfoundland, Atlantic or Central time zone;

(b) from 9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., if the electoral district
is in the Eastern time zone;

(c) from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., if the electoral district
is in the Mountain time zone; and

(d) from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., if the electoral district
is in the Pacific time zone.

Deeming — daylight saving time

(3) For the purpose of subsection (2), if any day of the
polling period falls during a time of year when daylight
saving time is observed in the majority of electoral dis-
tricts, daylight saving time is deemed to be observed on
that day in any electoral district in which daylight saving
time is not observed during that time of year.
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Deeming — standard time

(4) For the purpose of subsection (2), if any day of the
polling period falls during a time of year when standard
time is observed in the majority of electoral districts,
standard time is deemed to be observed on that day in
any electoral district in which standard time is not ob- 5
served during that time of year.

Adaptation to section 131

573 Section 131 is to be read as follows:

By-elections

131 If only one by-election is held or if more than one
by-election is held during the same polling period and all
of them are in the same time zone, the hours of voting are 10

(a) on the first and second day of the polling period,
from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and

(b) on the last day of the polling period, from 8:30
a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Adaptation to section 140

574 Section 140 is to be read as follows: 15

Examining and sealing ballot box

140 (1) When the polling station opens, an election offi-
cer who is assigned to the polling station shall, in full
view of the candidates or their representatives who are
present,

(a) on the first day that the polling station is open, 20

(i) open the ballot box and ascertain that it is emp-
ty,

(ii) seal the ballot box with the seals provided by
the Chief Electoral Officer, and

(iii) place the ballot box on a table in full view of all 25
present and ensure that the box remains there until
the polling station closes on that day; and

(b) on each subsequent day that the polling station is
open, place the ballot box on a table in full view of all
present and ensure that the box remains there until 30
the polling station closes on that day.

Close of polling station

(2) At the close of the polling station on each day that it
is open, an election officer who is assigned to the polling
station shall, in full view of the candidates or their

Fiction juridique — heure normale

(4) Pour l’application du paragraphe (2), si un des jours
de la période du scrutin tombe pendant une période de
l’année où l’heure normale est en vigueur dans une majo-
rité de circonscriptions, l’heure normale est réputée, ce
jour-là, être également en vigueur dans toute circonscrip-
tion où ce n’est pas le cas pendant cette période de l’an-
née.

Adaptation de l’article 131

573 L’article 131 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Élections partielles

131 Dans les cas où une seule élection partielle est tenue
ou si plusieurs élections partielles se tiennent pendant la
même période du scrutin et qu’elles se tiennent toutes
dans le même fuseau horaire, les heures de vote sont les
suivantes :

a) de 9 h 30 à 17 h 30 les deux premiers jours de la pé-
riode du scrutin;

b) de 8 h 30 à 20 h 30 le dernier jour de la période du
scrutin.

Adaptation de l’article 140

574 L’article 140 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Examen de l’urne et apposition des sceaux

140 (1) À l’ouverture du bureau de scrutin, un fonction-
naire électoral affecté à ce bureau, sous le regard des can-
didats ou de leurs représentants qui sont sur les lieux :

a) le premier jour où le bureau est ouvert :

(i) ouvre l’urne et s’assure qu’elle est vide,

(ii) la scelle au moyen de sceaux fournis par le di-
recteur général des élections,

(iii) la place sur une table, bien en vue des per-
sonnes présentes, et l’y laisse, jusqu’à la fermeture
du bureau;

b) chacun des jours où le bureau est ouvert par la
suite, place l’urne sur une table, bien en vue des per-
sonnes présentes, et l’y laisse jusqu’à la fermeture du
bureau.

Mesures à prendre à la fermeture

(2) À la fermeture du bureau de scrutin, chacun des jours
où le bureau est ouvert, un fonctionnaire électoral affecté
à ce bureau, sous le regard des candidats ou de leurs

Fiction juridique — heure normale

(4) Pour l’application du paragraphe (2), si un des jours
de la période du scrutin tombe pendant une période de
l’année où l’heure normale est en vigueur dans une majo-
rité de circonscriptions, l’heure normale est réputée, ce
jour-là, être également en vigueur dans toute circonscrip- 5
tion où ce n’est pas le cas pendant cette période de l’an-
née.

Adaptation de l’article 131

573 L’article 131 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Élections partielles

131 Dans les cas où une seule élection partielle est tenue
ou si plusieurs élections partielles se tiennent pendant la 10
même période du scrutin et qu’elles se tiennent toutes
dans le même fuseau horaire, les heures de vote sont les
suivantes :

a) de 9 h 30 à 17 h 30 les deux premiers jours de la pé-
riode du scrutin; 15

b) de 8 h 30 à 20 h 30 le dernier jour de la période du
scrutin.

Adaptation de l’article 140

574 L’article 140 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Examen de l’urne et apposition des sceaux

140 (1) À l’ouverture du bureau de scrutin, un fonction-
naire électoral affecté à ce bureau, sous le regard des can- 20
didats ou de leurs représentants qui sont sur les lieux :

a) le premier jour où le bureau est ouvert :

(i) ouvre l’urne et s’assure qu’elle est vide,

(ii) la scelle au moyen de sceaux fournis par le di-
recteur général des élections, 25

(iii) la place sur une table, bien en vue des per-
sonnes présentes, et l’y laisse, jusqu’à la fermeture
du bureau;

b) chacun des jours où le bureau est ouvert par la
suite, place l’urne sur une table, bien en vue des per- 30
sonnes présentes, et l’y laisse jusqu’à la fermeture du
bureau.

Mesures à prendre à la fermeture

(2) À la fermeture du bureau de scrutin, chacun des jours
où le bureau est ouvert, un fonctionnaire électoral affecté
à ce bureau, sous le regard des candidats ou de leurs 35

Deeming — standard time

(4) For the purpose of subsection (2), if any day of the
polling period falls during a time of year when standard
time is observed in the majority of electoral districts,
standard time is deemed to be observed on that day in
any electoral district in which standard time is not ob-
served during that time of year.

Adaptation to section 131

573 Section 131 is to be read as follows:

By-elections

131 If only one by-election is held or if more than one
by-election is held during the same polling period and all
of them are in the same time zone, the hours of voting are

(a) on the first and second day of the polling period,
from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and

(b) on the last day of the polling period, from 8:30
a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Adaptation to section 140

574 Section 140 is to be read as follows:

Examining and sealing ballot box

140 (1) When the polling station opens, an election offi-
cer who is assigned to the polling station shall, in full
view of the candidates or their representatives who are
present,

(a) on the first day that the polling station is open,

(i) open the ballot box and ascertain that it is emp-
ty,

(ii) seal the ballot box with the seals provided by
the Chief Electoral Officer, and

(iii) place the ballot box on a table in full view of all
present and ensure that the box remains there until
the polling station closes on that day; and

(b) on each subsequent day that the polling station is
open, place the ballot box on a table in full view of all
present and ensure that the box remains there until
the polling station closes on that day.

Close of polling station

(2) At the close of the polling station on each day that it
is open, an election officer who is assigned to the polling
station shall, in full view of the candidates or their
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representatives who are present, and in accordance with
instructions that the Chief Electoral Officer considers
necessary to ensure the integrity of the vote, take the
measures set out in those instructions.

Candidates may check seals

(3) The candidates or their representatives may take note 5
of the serial numbers of the seals on any ballot box used
at the polling station at the following times:

(a) when the ballot box is placed on the table in accor-
dance with subsection (1);

(b) when the polling station closes on each day that it 10
is open; and

(c) when the votes are counted on the last day of the
polling period.

Ballot boxes

(4) Subsections 175(5) to (9) apply to a ballot box used at
the polling station. 15

Adaptation to heading before section 161

575 The heading before section 161 is to be read as
“Polling Period Registration”.

Adaptation to section 162 — paragraph (i.11)

576 Section 162 is to be read as including the following
after paragraph (i.1):

(i.11) provide, on request, the documents referred to 20
in paragraph (i.1) that were prepared on the first day
and the second day of the polling period to a candi-
date’s representative at the close of the polling station
on the day those documents were prepared;

Adaptation to subsection 171(2)

577 Subsection 171(2) is to be read as follows: 25

When advance polling stations to be open

(2) An advance polling station shall be open from 9:00
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, the 9th, 8th, 7th and 6th days, respectively, before
the first day of the polling period, and shall not be open
at any other time. 30

Adaptation to subsection 176(1)

578 In subsection 176(1), the expression “Monday the
7th day” is to be read as “Sunday, the 6th day”.

représentants qui sont sur les lieux, prend, en conformité
avec les instructions que le directeur général des élec-
tions estime indiquées pour assurer l’intégrité du vote,
les mesures précisées dans celles-ci.

Vérification des numéros de série des sceaux de
l’urne

(3) Les candidats ou leurs représentants peuvent
prendre note des numéros de série inscrits sur les sceaux
de l’urne aux moments suivants :

a) au moment où l’urne est placée sur une table
conformément au paragraphe (1);

b) à la fermeture du bureau de scrutin, chacun des
jours où le bureau est ouvert;

c) au moment du dépouillement du scrutin le dernier
jour de la période du scrutin.

Urne

(4) Les paragraphes 175(5) à (9) s’appliquent à l’urne uti-
lisée au bureau de scrutin.

Adaptation de l’intertitre précédant l’article 161

575 L’intertitre précédant l’article 161 est réputé avoir le
libellé « Inscription pendant la période du scrutin ».

Adaptation de l’article 162 — alinéa i.11)

576 L’article 162 est réputé comprendre, après l’alinéa
i.1), ce qui suit :

i.11) fournit sur demande les documents visés à l’ali-
néa i.1) qui sont préparés le premier et le deuxième
jour de la période du scrutin aux représentants des
candidats à la fermeture du bureau de scrutin le jour
où ils ont été préparés;

Adaptation du paragraphe 171(2)

577 Le paragraphe 171(2) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Heures d’ouverture des bureaux de vote par
anticipation

(2) Les bureaux de vote par anticipation doivent être ou-
verts de 9 h à 21 h, les jeudi, vendredi, samedi et di-
manche, soit les neuvième, huitième, septième et sixième
jours précédant le premier jour de la période du scrutin.
Ils ne peuvent être ouverts à aucun autre moment.

Adaptation du paragraphe 176(1)

578 Au paragraphe 176(1), la mention « lundi, septième
jour » vaut mention de « dimanche, sixième jour ».

représentants qui sont sur les lieux, prend, en conformité
avec les instructions que le directeur général des élec-
tions estime indiquées pour assurer l’intégrité du vote,
les mesures précisées dans celles-ci.

Vérification des numéros de série des sceaux de
l’urne

(3) Les candidats ou leurs représentants peuvent 5
prendre note des numéros de série inscrits sur les sceaux
de l’urne aux moments suivants :

a) au moment où l’urne est placée sur une table
conformément au paragraphe (1);

b) à la fermeture du bureau de scrutin, chacun des 10
jours où le bureau est ouvert;

c) au moment du dépouillement du scrutin le dernier
jour de la période du scrutin.

Urne

(4) Les paragraphes 175(5) à (9) s’appliquent à l’urne uti-
lisée au bureau de scrutin. 15

Adaptation de l’intertitre précédant l’article 161

575 L’intertitre précédant l’article 161 est réputé avoir le
libellé « Inscription pendant la période du scrutin ».

Adaptation de l’article 162 — alinéa i.11)

576 L’article 162 est réputé comprendre, après l’alinéa
i.1), ce qui suit :

i.11) fournit sur demande les documents visés à l’ali- 20
néa i.1) qui sont préparés le premier et le deuxième
jour de la période du scrutin aux représentants des
candidats à la fermeture du bureau de scrutin le jour
où ils ont été préparés;

Adaptation du paragraphe 171(2)

577 Le paragraphe 171(2) est réputé avoir le libellé sui- 25
vant :

Heures d’ouverture des bureaux de vote par
anticipation

(2) Les bureaux de vote par anticipation doivent être ou-
verts de 9 h à 21 h, les jeudi, vendredi, samedi et di-
manche, soit les neuvième, huitième, septième et sixième
jours précédant le premier jour de la période du scrutin. 30
Ils ne peuvent être ouverts à aucun autre moment.

Adaptation du paragraphe 176(1)

578 Au paragraphe 176(1), la mention « lundi, septième
jour » vaut mention de « dimanche, sixième jour ».

representatives who are present, and in accordance with
instructions that the Chief Electoral Officer considers
necessary to ensure the integrity of the vote, take the
measures set out in those instructions.

Candidates may check seals

(3) The candidates or their representatives may take note
of the serial numbers of the seals on any ballot box used
at the polling station at the following times:

(a) when the ballot box is placed on the table in accor-
dance with subsection (1);

(b) when the polling station closes on each day that it
is open; and

(c) when the votes are counted on the last day of the
polling period.

Ballot boxes

(4) Subsections 175(5) to (9) apply to a ballot box used at
the polling station.

Adaptation to heading before section 161

575 The heading before section 161 is to be read as
“Polling Period Registration”.

Adaptation to section 162 — paragraph (i.11)

576 Section 162 is to be read as including the following
after paragraph (i.1):

(i.11) provide, on request, the documents referred to
in paragraph (i.1) that were prepared on the first day
and the second day of the polling period to a candi-
date’s representative at the close of the polling station
on the day those documents were prepared;

Adaptation to subsection 171(2)

577 Subsection 171(2) is to be read as follows:

When advance polling stations to be open

(2) An advance polling station shall be open from 9:00
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, the 9th, 8th, 7th and 6th days, respectively, before
the first day of the polling period, and shall not be open
at any other time.

Adaptation to subsection 176(1)

578 In subsection 176(1), the expression “Monday the
7th day” is to be read as “Sunday, the 6th day”.
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Adaptation to subsection 204(2)

579 In subsection 204(2), the expression “the date of
polling day” is to be read as “the dates of the polling peri-
od”.

Adaptation to subsection 214(1), sections 229, 239
and 261, etc.

580 The following paragraphs apply if the last day of the
polling period is a holiday: 5

(a) subsection 214(1) is to be read as follows:

Information to be provided to elector

214 (1) The unit election officer shall inform an elector
that, in order for the special ballot to be counted, the out-
er envelope must be sent before the close of polling sta-
tions on the last day of the polling period and received by 10
the special voting rules administrator in the National
Capital Region no later than 6:00 p.m. on the Tuesday
following the last day of the polling period. The unit elec-
tion officer shall inform the elector of the service provid-
ed by the Canadian Forces to deliver the outer envelope. 15

(b) section 229 is to be read as follows:

Deadline for return of vote

229 The special ballot must be sent before the close of
polling stations on the last day of the polling period and
received by the special voting rules administrator in the
National Capital Region no later than 6:00 p.m. on the 20
Tuesday following the last day of the polling period in or-
der to be counted.

(c) the portion of subsection 239(1) before paragraph
(a) is to be read as follows:

Sending and receiving special ballot — application
made outside electoral district

239 (1) In order to have their special ballot counted, an 25
elector whose application for registration and special bal-
lot was accepted by the special voting rules administrator
or by a returning officer outside the elector’s electoral
district shall ensure that the special ballot is sent before
the close of polling stations on the last day of the polling 30
period and is received by the special voting rules admin-
istrator in the National Capital Region no later than 6:00
p.m. on the Tuesday following the last day of the polling
period. The special ballot shall be transmitted by

(d) subsection 239(2) is to be read as follows: 35

Adaptation du paragraphe 204(2)

579 Au paragraphe 204(2), la mention « de la date » vaut
mention de « des dates ».

Adaptation du paragraphe 214(1), des articles 229, 239
et 261, etc.

580 Les alinéas ci-après s’appliquent si le dernier jour
de la période du scrutin est un jour férié :

a) le paragraphe 214(1) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Information à donner à l’électeur

214 (1) Le fonctionnaire électoral d’unité informe l’élec-
teur que, pour que son bulletin de vote spécial soit comp-
té, l’enveloppe extérieure doit être expédiée avant la fer-
meture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour de la pé-
riode du scrutin et parvenir à l’administrateur des règles
électorales spéciales, dans la région de la capitale natio-
nale, au plus tard à 18 h le mardi qui suit le dernier jour
de cette période; il lui mentionne qu’un service est mis à
sa disposition par les Forces canadiennes pour l’expédi-
tion des enveloppes extérieures.

b) l’article 229 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Délai

229 Pour être compté, le bulletin de vote spécial doit
être expédié avant la fermeture des bureaux de scrutin le
dernier jour de la période du scrutin et parvenir à l’admi-
nistrateur des règles électorales spéciales, dans la région
de la capitale nationale, au plus tard à 18 h le mardi qui
suit le dernier jour de cette période.

c) le passage du paragraphe 239(1) précédant l’alinéa
a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Envoi et réception du bulletin de vote — demande
faite hors circonscription

239 (1) Pour que son bulletin de vote spécial soit comp-
té, l’électeur dont la demande de bulletin de vote spécial
a été approuvée par l’administrateur des règles électo-
rales spéciales ou par le directeur du scrutin d’une cir-
conscription autre que la sienne est tenu de veiller à ce
que son bulletin de vote spécial soit expédié avant la fer-
meture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour de la pé-
riode du scrutin et parvienne à l’administrateur des
règles électorales spéciales, dans la région de la capitale
nationale, au plus tard à 18 h le mardi qui suit le dernier
jour de cette période. La transmission du bulletin de vote
spécial se fait :

d) le paragraphe 239(2) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Adaptation du paragraphe 204(2)

579 Au paragraphe 204(2), la mention « de la date » vaut
mention de « des dates ».

Adaptation du paragraphe 214(1), des articles 229, 239
et 261, etc.

580 Les alinéas ci-après s’appliquent si le dernier jour
de la période du scrutin est un jour férié :

a) le paragraphe 214(1) est réputé avoir le libellé sui- 5
vant :

Information à donner à l’électeur

214 (1) Le fonctionnaire électoral d’unité informe l’élec-
teur que, pour que son bulletin de vote spécial soit comp-
té, l’enveloppe extérieure doit être expédiée avant la fer-
meture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour de la pé- 10
riode du scrutin et parvenir à l’administrateur des règles
électorales spéciales, dans la région de la capitale natio-
nale, au plus tard à 18 h le mardi qui suit le dernier jour
de cette période; il lui mentionne qu’un service est mis à
sa disposition par les Forces canadiennes pour l’expédi- 15
tion des enveloppes extérieures.

b) l’article 229 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Délai

229 Pour être compté, le bulletin de vote spécial doit
être expédié avant la fermeture des bureaux de scrutin le
dernier jour de la période du scrutin et parvenir à l’admi- 20
nistrateur des règles électorales spéciales, dans la région
de la capitale nationale, au plus tard à 18 h le mardi qui
suit le dernier jour de cette période.

c) le passage du paragraphe 239(1) précédant l’alinéa
a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant : 25

Envoi et réception du bulletin de vote — demande
faite hors circonscription

239 (1) Pour que son bulletin de vote spécial soit comp-
té, l’électeur dont la demande de bulletin de vote spécial
a été approuvée par l’administrateur des règles électo-
rales spéciales ou par le directeur du scrutin d’une cir-
conscription autre que la sienne est tenu de veiller à ce 30
que son bulletin de vote spécial soit expédié avant la fer-
meture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour de la pé-
riode du scrutin et parvienne à l’administrateur des
règles électorales spéciales, dans la région de la capitale
nationale, au plus tard à 18 h le mardi qui suit le dernier 35
jour de cette période. La transmission du bulletin de vote
spécial se fait :

d) le paragraphe 239(2) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Adaptation to subsection 204(2)

579 In subsection 204(2), the expression “the date of
polling day” is to be read as “the dates of the polling peri-
od”.

Adaptation to subsection 214(1), sections 229, 239
and 261, etc.

580 The following paragraphs apply if the last day of the
polling period is a holiday:

(a) subsection 214(1) is to be read as follows:

Information to be provided to elector

214 (1) The unit election officer shall inform an elector
that, in order for the special ballot to be counted, the out-
er envelope must be sent before the close of polling sta-
tions on the last day of the polling period and received by
the special voting rules administrator in the National
Capital Region no later than 6:00 p.m. on the Tuesday
following the last day of the polling period. The unit elec-
tion officer shall inform the elector of the service provid-
ed by the Canadian Forces to deliver the outer envelope.

(b) section 229 is to be read as follows:

Deadline for return of vote

229 The special ballot must be sent before the close of
polling stations on the last day of the polling period and
received by the special voting rules administrator in the
National Capital Region no later than 6:00 p.m. on the
Tuesday following the last day of the polling period in or-
der to be counted.

(c) the portion of subsection 239(1) before paragraph
(a) is to be read as follows:

Sending and receiving special ballot — application
made outside electoral district

239 (1) In order to have their special ballot counted, an
elector whose application for registration and special bal-
lot was accepted by the special voting rules administrator
or by a returning officer outside the elector’s electoral
district shall ensure that the special ballot is sent before
the close of polling stations on the last day of the polling
period and is received by the special voting rules admin-
istrator in the National Capital Region no later than 6:00
p.m. on the Tuesday following the last day of the polling
period. The special ballot shall be transmitted by

(d) subsection 239(2) is to be read as follows:
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Receipt of special ballot — application made in
electoral district

(2) In order to have their special ballot counted, an elec-
tor whose application for registration and special ballot
was accepted by the returning officer in the elector’s elec-
toral district shall ensure that the ballot is sent before the
close of polling stations on the last day of the polling pe- 5
riod and is received by the special voting rules adminis-
trator in the National Capital Region no later than 6:00
p.m. on the Tuesday following the last day of the polling
period. The special ballot shall be transmitted by

(a) sending the sealed outer envelope to the returning 10
officer by mail or any other means; or

(b) depositing the sealed outer envelope

(i) in a secure reception box installed under para-
graph (2.1)(a) or subparagraph (2.1)(b)(i), or

(ii) in a ballot box for the deposit of outer en- 15
velopes installed under subparagraph (2.1)(b)(ii).

(e) subsection 239(3) is to be read as follows:

Vote counted

(3) Despite subsection (2), a special ballot referred to in
that subsection that is sent before the close of polling sta-
tions on the last day of the polling period and received by 20
the special voting rules administrator in the National
Capital Region no later than 6:00 p.m. on the Tuesday
following the last day of the polling period shall be count-
ed.

(f) section 261 is to be read as follows: 25

Deadline for return of election material

261 Every liaison officer shall ensure that the election
material referred to in section 260 is sent before the close
of polling stations on the last day of the polling period
and received by the special voting rules administrator in
the National Capital Region no later than 6:00 p.m. on 30
the Tuesday following the last day of the polling period.

(g) subsection 267(1) is to be read as including the fol-
lowing after paragraph (c):

(c.1) the outer envelope was sent after the close of
polling stations on the last day of the polling period; 35

(h) paragraph 267(1)(d) is to be read as follows:

Envoi et réception du bulletin de vote — demande
faite dans la circonscription

(2) Pour que son bulletin de vote spécial soit compté,
l’électeur dont la demande de bulletin de vote spécial a
été approuvée par le directeur du scrutin de sa circons-
cription est tenu de veiller à ce que son bulletin de vote
spécial soit expédié avant la fermeture des bureaux de
scrutin le dernier jour de la période du scrutin et par-
vienne au bureau du directeur du scrutin au plus tard à
18 h le mardi qui suit le dernier jour de cette période. La
transmission du bulletin de vote spécial se fait :

a) soit par envoi de l’enveloppe extérieure scellée par
la poste ou par tout autre mode de livraison;

b) soit par dépôt de l’enveloppe extérieure scellée :

(i) ou bien dans une boîte de réception sécurisée
installée au titre de l’alinéa (2.1)a) ou du sous-ali-
néa (2.1)b)(i),

(ii) ou bien dans une urne destinée au dépôt des
enveloppes extérieures installée au titre du sous-
alinéa (2.1)b)(ii).

e) le paragraphe 239(3) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Vote compté

(3) Malgré le paragraphe (2), est également compté le
bulletin de vote spécial visé à ce paragraphe qui est expé-
dié avant la fermeture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier
jour de la période du scrutin et qui parvient à l’adminis-
trateur des règles électorales spéciales, dans la région de
la capitale nationale, au plus tard à 18 h le mardi qui suit
le dernier jour de cette période.

f) l’article 261 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Expédition du matériel

261 Les agents de liaison doivent veiller à ce que le ma-
tériel visé à l’article 260 soit expédié avant la fermeture
des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour de la période du
scrutin et parvienne à l’administrateur des règles électo-
rales spéciales, dans la région de la capitale nationale, au
plus tard à 18 h le mardi qui suit le dernier jour de cette
période.

g) le paragraphe 267(1) est réputé comprendre, après
l’alinéa c), ce qui suit :

c.1) l’enveloppe extérieure a été expédiée après la fer-
meture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour de la pé-
riode du scrutin;

h) l’alinéa 267(1)d) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Envoi et réception du bulletin de vote — demande
faite dans la circonscription

(2) Pour que son bulletin de vote spécial soit compté,
l’électeur dont la demande de bulletin de vote spécial a
été approuvée par le directeur du scrutin de sa circons-
cription est tenu de veiller à ce que son bulletin de vote
spécial soit expédié avant la fermeture des bureaux de 5
scrutin le dernier jour de la période du scrutin et par-
vienne au bureau du directeur du scrutin au plus tard à
18 h le mardi qui suit le dernier jour de cette période. La
transmission du bulletin de vote spécial se fait :

a) soit par envoi de l’enveloppe extérieure scellée par 10
la poste ou par tout autre mode de livraison;

b) soit par dépôt de l’enveloppe extérieure scellée :

(i) ou bien dans une boîte de réception sécurisée
installée au titre de l’alinéa (2.1)a) ou du sous-ali-
néa (2.1)b)(i), 15

(ii) ou bien dans une urne destinée au dépôt des
enveloppes extérieures installée au titre du sous-
alinéa (2.1)b)(ii).

e) le paragraphe 239(3) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant : 20

Vote compté

(3) Malgré le paragraphe (2), est également compté le
bulletin de vote spécial visé à ce paragraphe qui est expé-
dié avant la fermeture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier
jour de la période du scrutin et qui parvient à l’adminis-
trateur des règles électorales spéciales, dans la région de 25
la capitale nationale, au plus tard à 18 h le mardi qui suit
le dernier jour de cette période.

f) l’article 261 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Expédition du matériel

261 Les agents de liaison doivent veiller à ce que le ma-
tériel visé à l’article 260 soit expédié avant la fermeture 30
des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour de la période du
scrutin et parvienne à l’administrateur des règles électo-
rales spéciales, dans la région de la capitale nationale, au
plus tard à 18 h le mardi qui suit le dernier jour de cette
période. 35

g) le paragraphe 267(1) est réputé comprendre, après
l’alinéa c), ce qui suit :

c.1) l’enveloppe extérieure a été expédiée après la fer-
meture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour de la pé-
riode du scrutin; 40

h) l’alinéa 267(1)d) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Receipt of special ballot — application made in
electoral district

(2) In order to have their special ballot counted, an elec-
tor whose application for registration and special ballot
was accepted by the returning officer in the elector’s elec-
toral district shall ensure that the ballot is sent before the
close of polling stations on the last day of the polling pe-
riod and is received by the special voting rules adminis-
trator in the National Capital Region no later than 6:00
p.m. on the Tuesday following the last day of the polling
period. The special ballot shall be transmitted by

(a) sending the sealed outer envelope to the returning
officer by mail or any other means; or

(b) depositing the sealed outer envelope

(i) in a secure reception box installed under para-
graph (2.1)(a) or subparagraph (2.1)(b)(i), or

(ii) in a ballot box for the deposit of outer en-
velopes installed under subparagraph (2.1)(b)(ii).

(e) subsection 239(3) is to be read as follows:

Vote counted

(3) Despite subsection (2), a special ballot referred to in
that subsection that is sent before the close of polling sta-
tions on the last day of the polling period and received by
the special voting rules administrator in the National
Capital Region no later than 6:00 p.m. on the Tuesday
following the last day of the polling period shall be count-
ed.

(f) section 261 is to be read as follows:

Deadline for return of election material

261 Every liaison officer shall ensure that the election
material referred to in section 260 is sent before the close
of polling stations on the last day of the polling period
and received by the special voting rules administrator in
the National Capital Region no later than 6:00 p.m. on
the Tuesday following the last day of the polling period.

(g) subsection 267(1) is to be read as including the fol-
lowing after paragraph (c):

(c.1) the outer envelope was sent after the close of
polling stations on the last day of the polling period;

(h) paragraph 267(1)(d) is to be read as follows:
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(d) the outer envelope has been received by the spe-
cial voting rules administrator in the National Capital
Region after 6:00 p.m. on the Tuesday following the
last day of the polling period; or

(i) subsection 277(1) is to be read as including the fol- 5
lowing after paragraph (c):

(c.1) the outer envelope was sent after the close of
polling stations on the last day of the polling period;
or

Adaptation to section 477.761 of French version

581 In section 477.761 of the French version of this Act, 10
the expression “à la date” is to be read as “au dernier
jour”.

Modification — day thing authorized or required to be
done

582 (1) The Chief Electoral Officer may, within two days
after the issue of the writ for an election,

(a) if this Act authorizes or requires anything to be 15
done on a day that is a certain number of days after
the issue of the writ or before the first day of the
polling period, modify that day by moving it forward
or backward, unless that day is the closing day for
nominations, by up to two days; and 20

(b) if this Act authorizes or requires anything to be
done within a period that ends before the first day of
the polling period, modify the starting date or the end-
ing date of that period, unless that starting date or
ending date is the closing day for nominations, by up 25
to two days.

Notice of modification

(2) The Chief Electoral Officer shall cause a notice of any
modification to be published without delay in the
Canada Gazette and on the Chief Electoral Officer’s In-
ternet site. 30

Before the first day of the polling period

583 (1) Subject to subsections (2) and 567(4), the ex-
pression “before polling day” in Parts 1 to 21 is to be read
as “before the first day of the polling period”.

d) elle est parvenue à l’administrateur des règles élec-
torales spéciales, dans la région de la capitale natio-
nale, après 18 h le mardi qui suit le dernier jour de la
période du scrutin;

i) le paragraphe 277(1) est réputé comprendre, après
l’alinéa c), ce qui suit :

c.1) l’enveloppe extérieure a été expédiée après la fer-
meture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour de la pé-
riode du scrutin;

Adaptation de l’article 477.761 de la version française

581 À l’article 477.761 de la version française de la pré-
sente loi, la mention « à la date » vaut mention de « au
dernier jour ».

Modification — jour où une chose doit ou peut être
accomplie

582 (1) Le directeur général des élections peut, dans les
deux jours suivant la délivrance d’un bref pour une élec-
tion :

a) si une chose peut ou doit être accomplie au titre de
la présente loi un jour qui est un certain nombre de
jours avant le premier jour de la période du scrutin ou
après la délivrance du bref, avancer ou reculer ce jour,
à moins qu’il ne s’agisse du jour de clôture, d’au plus
deux jours;

b) si une chose peut ou doit être accomplie au titre de
la présente loi à l’intérieur d’une période précédant le
premier jour de la période du scrutin, avancer ou recu-
ler la date de début ou de fin de cette période, à moins
qu’il ne s’agisse du jour de clôture, d’au plus deux
jours.

Publication des modifications

(2) Le directeur général des élections fait publier sans
délai dans la Gazette du Canada et sur son site Internet
toute modification ainsi apportée.

Avant le premier jour de la période du scrutin

583 (1) Aux parties 1 à 21 :

a) la mention « avant le jour du scrutin » vaut men-
tion de « avant le premier jour de la période du scru-
tin »;

b) sous réserve du paragraphe (3), la mention « précé-
dant le jour du scrutin » vaut mention de « précédant
le premier jour de la période du scrutin »;

d) elle est parvenue à l’administrateur des règles élec-
torales spéciales, dans la région de la capitale natio-
nale, après 18 h le mardi qui suit le dernier jour de la
période du scrutin;

i) le paragraphe 277(1) est réputé comprendre, après 5
l’alinéa c), ce qui suit :

c.1) l’enveloppe extérieure a été expédiée après la fer-
meture des bureaux de scrutin le dernier jour de la pé-
riode du scrutin;

Adaptation de l’article 477.761 de la version française

581 À l’article 477.761 de la version française de la pré- 10
sente loi, la mention « à la date » vaut mention de « au
dernier jour ».

Modification — jour où une chose doit ou peut être
accomplie

582 (1) Le directeur général des élections peut, dans les
deux jours suivant la délivrance d’un bref pour une élec-
tion : 15

a) si une chose peut ou doit être accomplie au titre de
la présente loi un jour qui est un certain nombre de
jours avant le premier jour de la période du scrutin ou
après la délivrance du bref, avancer ou reculer ce jour,
à moins qu’il ne s’agisse du jour de clôture, d’au plus 20
deux jours;

b) si une chose peut ou doit être accomplie au titre de
la présente loi à l’intérieur d’une période précédant le
premier jour de la période du scrutin, avancer ou recu-
ler la date de début ou de fin de cette période, à moins 25
qu’il ne s’agisse du jour de clôture, d’au plus deux
jours.

Publication des modifications

(2) Le directeur général des élections fait publier sans
délai dans la Gazette du Canada et sur son site Internet
toute modification ainsi apportée. 30

Avant le premier jour de la période du scrutin

583 (1) Aux parties 1 à 21 :

a) la mention « avant le jour du scrutin » vaut men-
tion de « avant le premier jour de la période du scru-
tin »;

b) sous réserve du paragraphe (3), la mention « précé- 35
dant le jour du scrutin » vaut mention de « précédant
le premier jour de la période du scrutin »;

(d) the outer envelope has been received by the spe-
cial voting rules administrator in the National Capital
Region after 6:00 p.m. on the Tuesday following the
last day of the polling period; or

(i) subsection 277(1) is to be read as including the fol-
lowing after paragraph (c):

(c.1) the outer envelope was sent after the close of
polling stations on the last day of the polling period;
or

Adaptation to section 477.761 of French version

581 In section 477.761 of the French version of this Act,
the expression “à la date” is to be read as “au dernier
jour”.

Modification — day thing authorized or required to be
done

582 (1) The Chief Electoral Officer may, within two days
after the issue of the writ for an election,

(a) if this Act authorizes or requires anything to be
done on a day that is a certain number of days after
the issue of the writ or before the first day of the
polling period, modify that day by moving it forward
or backward, unless that day is the closing day for
nominations, by up to two days; and

(b) if this Act authorizes or requires anything to be
done within a period that ends before the first day of
the polling period, modify the starting date or the end-
ing date of that period, unless that starting date or
ending date is the closing day for nominations, by up
to two days.

Notice of modification

(2) The Chief Electoral Officer shall cause a notice of any
modification to be published without delay in the
Canada Gazette and on the Chief Electoral Officer’s In-
ternet site.

Before the first day of the polling period

583 (1) Subject to subsections (2) and 567(4), the ex-
pression “before polling day” in Parts 1 to 21 is to be read
as “before the first day of the polling period”.
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Exception — before the last day of the polling period

(2) The expression “before polling day” is to be read as
“before the last day of the polling period” in the following
provisions:

(a) subsection 335(1);

(b) subsection 345(1); and 5

(c) paragraph 348(a).

Exception — paragraph 359(4)(a) of French version

(3) In paragraph 359(4)(a) of the French version of this
Act, the expression “précédant le jour du scrutin” is to be
read as “précédant le dernier jour de la période du
scrutin”. 10

After the last day of the polling period

584 Subject to section 588, the expressions “after polling
day” and “after the polling day” in Parts 1 to 21 are to be
read as “after the last day of the polling period”.

The last day of the polling period

585 (1) Subject to the other provisions of this Part, the
expression “polling day” in Parts 1 to 21 is to be read as 15
“the last day of the polling period”.

Exception — during the polling period

(2) The expression “on polling day” is to be read as “dur-
ing the polling period” in the following provisions:

(a) subsection 17(2);

c) la mention « antérieure au jour du scrutin » vaut
mention de « antérieure au premier jour de la période
du scrutin ».

Veille du dernier jour de la période du scrutin

(2) Dans les passages ci-après, la mention « la veille du
jour du scrutin » vaut mention de « la veille du dernier
jour de la période du scrutin » :

a) le paragraphe 335(1);

b) le paragraphe 345(1);

c) l’alinéa 348a).

Exception — alinéa 359(4)a) de la version française

(3) À l’alinéa 359(4)a) de la version française de la pré-
sente loi, la mention « précédant le jour du scrutin » vaut
mention de « précédant le dernier jour de la période du
scrutin ».

Après le dernier jour de la période du scrutin

584 Aux parties 1 à 21 :

a) la mention « après le jour du scrutin » vaut men-
tion de « après le dernier jour de la période du scru-
tin »;

b) la mention « suivant le jour du scrutin » vaut men-
tion de « suivant le dernier jour de la période du scru-
tin »;

c) la mention « se terminant le jour du scrutin » vaut
mention de « se terminant le dernier jour de la période
du scrutin »;

d) sous réserve de l’alinéa 583(1)c), la mention « au
jour du scrutin » vaut mention de « au dernier jour de
la période du scrutin »;

e) sous réserve de l’article 588, la mention « du jour
du scrutin » vaut mention de « du dernier jour de la
période du scrutin ».

Le dernier jour de la période du scrutin

585 (1) Aux parties 1 à 21, sous réserve des autres dis-
positions de la présente partie, la mention « le jour du
scrutin » vaut mention de « le dernier jour de la période
du scrutin ».

Exception — pendant la période du scrutin

(2) Dans les passages ci-après, la mention « le jour du
scrutin » vaut mention de « pendant la période du scru-
tin » :

c) la mention « antérieure au jour du scrutin » vaut
mention de « antérieure au premier jour de la période
du scrutin ».

Veille du dernier jour de la période du scrutin

(2) Dans les passages ci-après, la mention « la veille du
jour du scrutin » vaut mention de « la veille du dernier 5
jour de la période du scrutin » :

a) le paragraphe 335(1);

b) le paragraphe 345(1);

c) l’alinéa 348a).

Exception — alinéa 359(4)a) de la version française

(3) À l’alinéa 359(4)a) de la version française de la pré- 10
sente loi, la mention « précédant le jour du scrutin » vaut
mention de « précédant le dernier jour de la période du
scrutin ».

Après le dernier jour de la période du scrutin

584 Aux parties 1 à 21 :

a) la mention « après le jour du scrutin » vaut men- 15
tion de « après le dernier jour de la période du scru-
tin »;

b) la mention « suivant le jour du scrutin » vaut men-
tion de « suivant le dernier jour de la période du scru-
tin »; 20

c) la mention « se terminant le jour du scrutin » vaut
mention de « se terminant le dernier jour de la période
du scrutin »;

d) sous réserve de l’alinéa 583(1)c), la mention « au
jour du scrutin » vaut mention de « au dernier jour de 25
la période du scrutin »;

e) sous réserve de l’article 588, la mention « du jour
du scrutin » vaut mention de « du dernier jour de la
période du scrutin ».

Le dernier jour de la période du scrutin

585 (1) Aux parties 1 à 21, sous réserve des autres dis- 30
positions de la présente partie, la mention « le jour du
scrutin » vaut mention de « le dernier jour de la période
du scrutin ».

Exception — pendant la période du scrutin

(2) Dans les passages ci-après, la mention « le jour du
scrutin » vaut mention de « pendant la période du scru- 35
tin » :

Exception — before the last day of the polling period

(2) The expression “before polling day” is to be read as
“before the last day of the polling period” in the following
provisions:

(a) subsection 335(1);

(b) subsection 345(1); and

(c) paragraph 348(a).

Exception — paragraph 359(4)(a) of French version

(3) In paragraph 359(4)(a) of the French version of this
Act, the expression “précédant le jour du scrutin” is to be
read as “précédant le dernier jour de la période du
scrutin”.

After the last day of the polling period

584 Subject to section 588, the expressions “after polling
day” and “after the polling day” in Parts 1 to 21 are to be
read as “after the last day of the polling period”.

The last day of the polling period

585 (1) Subject to the other provisions of this Part, the
expression “polling day” in Parts 1 to 21 is to be read as
“the last day of the polling period”.

Exception — during the polling period

(2) The expression “on polling day” is to be read as “dur-
ing the polling period” in the following provisions:

(a) subsection 17(2);
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(b) section 106;

(c) subsection 132(1);

(d) the portion of subsection 135(1) before paragraph
(a);

(e) subsection 158(3); 5

(f) the portion of subsection 161(1) before paragraph
(a);

(g) subsection 161(5.1);

(h) paragraph 162(i.1);

(i) section 165; 10

(j) subsection 171(1);

(k) subsection 174(2);

(l) paragraph 533(a.1); and

(m) section 541.1.

Exception — subsection 133(2) of English version

(3) In subsection 133(2) of the English version of this 15
Act, the expression “on polling day” is to be read as “dur-
ing the polling period”.

Exception — polling period

(4) In paragraph 489(3)(b.1), the expression “polling
day” is to be read as “polling period”.

Exception — the polling period

(5) In paragraph 119(1)(g), the expression “polling day” 20
is to be read as “the polling period”.

Exception — each day of the polling period

(6) The expression “polling day” is to be read as “each
day of the polling period” in the following provisions:

(a) paragraph 95(2)(b); and

(b) subsection 138(1). 25

Exception — an election

(7) In subsection 477.49(2), the expression “polling day”
is to be read as “an election”.

a) le paragraphe 17(2);

b) sous réserve de l’alinéa 583(1)b), l’article 106;

c) le paragraphe 132(1);

d) le passage du paragraphe 135(1) précédant l’alinéa
a);

e) le paragraphe 158(3);

f) le passage du paragraphe 161(1) précédant l’alinéa
a);

g) le paragraphe 161(5.1);

h) l’alinéa 162i.1);

i) l’article 165;

j) le paragraphe 171(1);

k) le paragraphe 174(2);

l) l’alinéa 533a.1);

m) l’article 541.1.

Exception — paragraphe 133(2) de la version anglaise

(3) Au paragraphe 133(2) de la version anglaise de la pré-
sente loi, la mention « on polling day » vaut mention de
« during the polling period ».

Exception — pendant la période du scrutin

(4) À l’alinéa 489(3)b.1), la mention « le jour du scrutin »
vaut mention de « pendant la période du scrutin ».

Exception — la période du scrutin

(5) À l’alinéa 119(1)g), la mention « le jour du scrutin »
vaut mention de « la période du scrutin ».

Exception — chaque jour de la période du scrutin

(6) Dans les passages ci-après, la mention « le jour du
scrutin » vaut mention de « chaque jour de la période du
scrutin » :

a) l’alinéa 95(2)b);

b) le paragraphe 138(1).

Exception — le scrutin

(7) Au paragraphe 477.49(2), la mention « le jour du
scrutin » vaut mention de « le scrutin ».

a) le paragraphe 17(2);

b) sous réserve de l’alinéa 583(1)b), l’article 106;

c) le paragraphe 132(1);

d) le passage du paragraphe 135(1) précédant l’alinéa
a); 5

e) le paragraphe 158(3);

f) le passage du paragraphe 161(1) précédant l’alinéa
a);

g) le paragraphe 161(5.1);

h) l’alinéa 162i.1); 10

i) l’article 165;

j) le paragraphe 171(1);

k) le paragraphe 174(2);

l) l’alinéa 533a.1);

m) l’article 541.1. 15

Exception — paragraphe 133(2) de la version anglaise

(3) Au paragraphe 133(2) de la version anglaise de la pré-
sente loi, la mention « on polling day » vaut mention de
« during the polling period ».

Exception — pendant la période du scrutin

(4) À l’alinéa 489(3)b.1), la mention « le jour du scrutin »
vaut mention de « pendant la période du scrutin ». 20

Exception — la période du scrutin

(5) À l’alinéa 119(1)g), la mention « le jour du scrutin »
vaut mention de « la période du scrutin ».

Exception — chaque jour de la période du scrutin

(6) Dans les passages ci-après, la mention « le jour du
scrutin » vaut mention de « chaque jour de la période du
scrutin » : 25

a) l’alinéa 95(2)b);

b) le paragraphe 138(1).

Exception — le scrutin

(7) Au paragraphe 477.49(2), la mention « le jour du
scrutin » vaut mention de « le scrutin ».

(b) section 106;

(c) subsection 132(1);

(d) the portion of subsection 135(1) before paragraph
(a);

(e) subsection 158(3);

(f) the portion of subsection 161(1) before paragraph
(a);

(g) subsection 161(5.1);

(h) paragraph 162(i.1);

(i) section 165;

(j) subsection 171(1);

(k) subsection 174(2);

(l) paragraph 533(a.1); and

(m) section 541.1.

Exception — subsection 133(2) of English version

(3) In subsection 133(2) of the English version of this
Act, the expression “on polling day” is to be read as “dur-
ing the polling period”.

Exception — polling period

(4) In paragraph 489(3)(b.1), the expression “polling
day” is to be read as “polling period”.

Exception — the polling period

(5) In paragraph 119(1)(g), the expression “polling day”
is to be read as “the polling period”.

Exception — each day of the polling period

(6) The expression “polling day” is to be read as “each
day of the polling period” in the following provisions:

(a) paragraph 95(2)(b); and

(b) subsection 138(1).

Exception — an election

(7) In subsection 477.49(2), the expression “polling day”
is to be read as “an election”.
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The days set

586 In Parts 1 to 21, the expressions “a day set” and “the
day set” are to be read as “the days set”.

Number of days prevails

587 Any mention of a number of days before the first
day of the polling period prevails over any mention of a
day of the week corresponding to that number of days. 5

Adaptations for first general election

588 (1) The following paragraphs apply to the first gen-
eral election for which the election period begins after the
day on which this section comes into force, and any by-
election for which the election period begins before that
general election: 10

(a) paragraph 357.01(1)(b) is to be read as follows:

(b) has incurred expenses referred to in subsection
349.1(1) or 350(1) in an aggregate amount of $10,000
or more during the period beginning on the day after
polling day at the previous general election and ending 15
on the 23rd day before the first day of the polling peri-
od; or

(b) paragraph 357.02(1)(b) is to be read as follows:

(b) has incurred expenses referred to in subsection
349.1(1) or 350(1) in an aggregate amount of $10,000 20
or more during the period beginning on the day after
polling day at the previous general election and ending
on the 9th day before the first day of the polling peri-
od; or

(c) paragraph 359(4)(a) is to be read as follows: 25

(a) the amount, by class of contributor, of contribu-
tions for partisan activity, partisan advertising, elec-
tion advertising or election survey purposes that were
received during the period beginning the day after
polling day at the general election previous to the last 30
day of the polling period referred to in subsection (1)
and ending on that last day of the polling period re-
ferred to in that subsection;

(d) in paragraph 349.91(5)(b), subparagraph
357.01(5)(a)(ii) and paragraph 359(4.1)(b), a reference 35
to paragraph 57(1.2)(c) is deemed to be a reference to
that paragraph as it read immediately before the day
on which this section comes into force;

(e) section 584 does not apply to the following provi-
sions: 40

Les jours fixés

586 Aux parties 1 à 21, sauf aux paragraphes 96(2) et
293(2), et sous réserve du paragraphe 567(3), la mention
« le jour fixé » vaut mention de « les jours fixés ».

Préséance — nombre de jours

587 Toute mention d’un nombre de jours précédant le
premier jour de la période du scrutin l’emporte sur la
mention du jour de la semaine qui correspond à ce
nombre.

Adaptations pour la première élection générale

588 (1) Les alinéas ci-après s’appliquent à la première
élection générale dont la période électorale débute après
la date d’entrée en vigueur du présent article et à toute
élection partielle dont la période électorale débute avant
cette élection générale :

a) l’alinéa 357.01(1)b) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

b) il a engagé des dépenses de 10 000 $ ou plus, au to-
tal, au titre des dépenses visées au paragraphe 349.1(1)
et de celles visées au paragraphe 350(1), pendant la
période qui commence le lendemain du jour du scru-
tin de l’élection générale précédente et qui se termine
le vingt-troisième jour avant le premier jour de la pé-
riode du scrutin;

b) l’alinéa 357.02(1)b) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

b) il a engagé des dépenses de 10 000 $ ou plus, au to-
tal, au titre des dépenses visées au paragraphe 349.1(1)
et de celles visées au paragraphe 350(1), pendant la
période qui commence le lendemain du jour du scru-
tin de l’élection générale précédente et qui se termine
le neuvième jour avant le premier jour de la période
du scrutin;

c) l’alinéa 359(4)a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

a) le montant, par catégorie de donateurs, des contri-
butions destinées aux activités partisanes, à la publici-
té partisane, à la publicité électorale ou aux sondages
électoraux reçues pendant la période qui commence le
lendemain du jour du scrutin de l’élection générale
précédant le dernier jour de la période du scrutin visé
au paragraphe (1) et qui se termine le dernier jour de
la période du scrutin visé à ce paragraphe;

d) à l’alinéa 349.91(5)b), au sous-alinéa 357.01(5)a)(ii)
et à l’alinéa 359(4.1)b), le renvoi à l’alinéa 57(1.2)c) est
réputé être un renvoi à cet alinéa dans sa version anté-
rieure à la date d’entrée en vigueur du présent article;

Les jours fixés

586 Aux parties 1 à 21, sauf aux paragraphes 96(2) et
293(2), et sous réserve du paragraphe 567(3), la mention
« le jour fixé » vaut mention de « les jours fixés ».

Préséance — nombre de jours

587 Toute mention d’un nombre de jours précédant le
premier jour de la période du scrutin l’emporte sur la 5
mention du jour de la semaine qui correspond à ce
nombre.

Adaptations pour la première élection générale

588 (1) Les alinéas ci-après s’appliquent à la première
élection générale dont la période électorale débute après
la date d’entrée en vigueur du présent article et à toute 10
élection partielle dont la période électorale débute avant
cette élection générale :

a) l’alinéa 357.01(1)b) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

b) il a engagé des dépenses de 10 000 $ ou plus, au to- 15
tal, au titre des dépenses visées au paragraphe 349.1(1)
et de celles visées au paragraphe 350(1), pendant la
période qui commence le lendemain du jour du scru-
tin de l’élection générale précédente et qui se termine
le vingt-troisième jour avant le premier jour de la pé- 20
riode du scrutin;

b) l’alinéa 357.02(1)b) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

b) il a engagé des dépenses de 10 000 $ ou plus, au to-
tal, au titre des dépenses visées au paragraphe 349.1(1) 25
et de celles visées au paragraphe 350(1), pendant la
période qui commence le lendemain du jour du scru-
tin de l’élection générale précédente et qui se termine
le neuvième jour avant le premier jour de la période
du scrutin; 30

c) l’alinéa 359(4)a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

a) le montant, par catégorie de donateurs, des contri-
butions destinées aux activités partisanes, à la publici-
té partisane, à la publicité électorale ou aux sondages
électoraux reçues pendant la période qui commence le 35
lendemain du jour du scrutin de l’élection générale
précédant le dernier jour de la période du scrutin visé
au paragraphe (1) et qui se termine le dernier jour de
la période du scrutin visé à ce paragraphe;

d) à l’alinéa 349.91(5)b), au sous-alinéa 357.01(5)a)(ii) 40
et à l’alinéa 359(4.1)b), le renvoi à l’alinéa 57(1.2)c) est
réputé être un renvoi à cet alinéa dans sa version anté-
rieure à la date d’entrée en vigueur du présent article;

The days set

586 In Parts 1 to 21, the expressions “a day set” and “the
day set” are to be read as “the days set”.

Number of days prevails

587 Any mention of a number of days before the first
day of the polling period prevails over any mention of a
day of the week corresponding to that number of days.

Adaptations for first general election

588 (1) The following paragraphs apply to the first gen-
eral election for which the election period begins after the
day on which this section comes into force, and any by-
election for which the election period begins before that
general election:

(a) paragraph 357.01(1)(b) is to be read as follows:

(b) has incurred expenses referred to in subsection
349.1(1) or 350(1) in an aggregate amount of $10,000
or more during the period beginning on the day after
polling day at the previous general election and ending
on the 23rd day before the first day of the polling peri-
od; or

(b) paragraph 357.02(1)(b) is to be read as follows:

(b) has incurred expenses referred to in subsection
349.1(1) or 350(1) in an aggregate amount of $10,000
or more during the period beginning on the day after
polling day at the previous general election and ending
on the 9th day before the first day of the polling peri-
od; or

(c) paragraph 359(4)(a) is to be read as follows:

(a) the amount, by class of contributor, of contribu-
tions for partisan activity, partisan advertising, elec-
tion advertising or election survey purposes that were
received during the period beginning the day after
polling day at the general election previous to the last
day of the polling period referred to in subsection (1)
and ending on that last day of the polling period re-
ferred to in that subsection;

(d) in paragraph 349.91(5)(b), subparagraph
357.01(5)(a)(ii) and paragraph 359(4.1)(b), a reference
to paragraph 57(1.2)(c) is deemed to be a reference to
that paragraph as it read immediately before the day
on which this section comes into force;

(e) section 584 does not apply to the following provi-
sions:
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(i) paragraph 349.91(1)(a), and

(ii) paragraph 349.92(1)(a);

(f) section 585 does not apply to the following provi-
sions:

(i) paragraph 349.91(5)(b), 5

(ii) subparagraph 357.01(5)(a)(ii), and

(iii) paragraph 359(4.1)(b).

Meaning of polling day

(2) For the purposes of the provisions referred to in
paragraphs (1)(a) to (c) and subparagraphs (1)(e)(i) and
(ii) and (f)(i) to (iii), polling day has the same meaning 10
as it had immediately before the day on which this sec-
tion comes into force.

5 The Act is amended by adding the following af-
ter section 588:

Additional Special Voting Rules 15

Adaptation to subsection 232(1)

589 Subsection 232(1) is to be read as follows:

Conditions for voting by special ballot

232 (1) An elector may vote under this Division if his or
her application for registration and special ballot, which
may be submitted in writing or in electronic form, is re-
ceived by a returning officer in an electoral district or by 20
the special voting rules administrator after the issue of
the writs but before 6:00 p.m. on the 6th day before the
first day of the polling period.

Adaptation to paragraph 233(1)(c)

590 Paragraph 233(1)(c) is to be read as follows:

(c) satisfactory proof of the elector’s identity and resi- 25
dence, which may consist of information that, in the
opinion of the Chief Electoral Officer, allows for an
elector’s identity or residence to be established be-
cause it correlates with information referred to in sub-
section 46(1.1) that the Chief Electoral Officer holds 30
for that elector;

e) l’article 584 ne s’applique pas aux dispositions sui-
vantes :

(i) l’alinéa 349.91(1)a),

(ii) l’alinéa 349.92(1)a);

f) l’article 585 ne s’applique pas aux dispositions sui-
vantes :

(i) l’alinéa 349.91(5)b),

(ii) le sous-alinéa 357.01(5)a)(ii),

(iii) l’alinéa 359(4.1)b).

Sens de jour du scrutin

(2) Pour l’application des dispositions visées aux alinéas
(1)a) à c) et aux sous-alinéas (1)e)(i) et (ii) et f)(i) à (iii),
jour du scrutin s’entend au sens que cette expression
avait avant la date d’entrée en vigueur du présent article.

5 La même loi est modifiée par adjonction, après
l’article 588, de ce qui suit :

Règles électorales spéciales
supplémentaires

Adaptation du paragraphe 232(1)

589 Le paragraphe 232(1) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Conditions requises pour voter

232 (1) Tout électeur a le droit de voter en vertu de la
présente section si sa demande d’inscription et de bulle-
tin de vote spécial, laquelle peut être faite par écrit ou
sous forme électronique, parvient au directeur du scrutin
dans une circonscription quelconque ou à l’administra-
teur des règles électorales spéciales après la délivrance
des brefs, mais avant 18 h le sixième jour précédant le
premier jour de la période du scrutin.

Adaptation de l’alinéa 233(1)c)

590 L’alinéa 233(1)c) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

c) une preuve suffisante de son identité et de sa rési-
dence, notamment, des renseignements qui, selon le
directeur général des élections, sont des renseigne-
ments permettant d’établir l’identité ou la résidence
de l’électeur du fait d’une corrélation avec les rensei-
gnements visés au paragraphe 46(1.1) détenus par le
directeur général des élections qui le concernent;

e) l’article 584 ne s’applique pas aux dispositions sui-
vantes :

(i) l’alinéa 349.91(1)a),

(ii) l’alinéa 349.92(1)a);

f) l’article 585 ne s’applique pas aux dispositions sui- 5
vantes :

(i) l’alinéa 349.91(5)b),

(ii) le sous-alinéa 357.01(5)a)(ii),

(iii) l’alinéa 359(4.1)b).

Sens de jour du scrutin

(2) Pour l’application des dispositions visées aux alinéas 10
(1)a) à c) et aux sous-alinéas (1)e)(i) et (ii) et f)(i) à (iii),
jour du scrutin s’entend au sens que cette expression
avait avant la date d’entrée en vigueur du présent article.

5 La même loi est modifiée par adjonction, après
l’article 588, de ce qui suit : 15

Règles électorales spéciales
supplémentaires

Adaptation du paragraphe 232(1)

589 Le paragraphe 232(1) est réputé avoir le libellé sui-
vant :

Conditions requises pour voter

232 (1) Tout électeur a le droit de voter en vertu de la 20
présente section si sa demande d’inscription et de bulle-
tin de vote spécial, laquelle peut être faite par écrit ou
sous forme électronique, parvient au directeur du scrutin
dans une circonscription quelconque ou à l’administra-
teur des règles électorales spéciales après la délivrance 25
des brefs, mais avant 18 h le sixième jour précédant le
premier jour de la période du scrutin.

Adaptation de l’alinéa 233(1)c)

590 L’alinéa 233(1)c) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

c) une preuve suffisante de son identité et de sa rési-
dence, notamment, des renseignements qui, selon le 30
directeur général des élections, sont des renseigne-
ments permettant d’établir l’identité ou la résidence
de l’électeur du fait d’une corrélation avec les rensei-
gnements visés au paragraphe 46(1.1) détenus par le
directeur général des élections qui le concernent; 35

(i) paragraph 349.91(1)(a), and

(ii) paragraph 349.92(1)(a);

(f) section 585 does not apply to the following provi-
sions:

(i) paragraph 349.91(5)(b),

(ii) subparagraph 357.01(5)(a)(ii), and

(iii) paragraph 359(4.1)(b).

Meaning of polling day

(2) For the purposes of the provisions referred to in
paragraphs (1)(a) to (c) and subparagraphs (1)(e)(i) and
(ii) and (f)(i) to (iii), polling day has the same meaning
as it had immediately before the day on which this sec-
tion comes into force.

5 The Act is amended by adding the following af-
ter section 588:

Additional Special Voting Rules

Adaptation to subsection 232(1)

589 Subsection 232(1) is to be read as follows:

Conditions for voting by special ballot

232 (1) An elector may vote under this Division if his or
her application for registration and special ballot, which
may be submitted in writing or in electronic form, is re-
ceived by a returning officer in an electoral district or by
the special voting rules administrator after the issue of
the writs but before 6:00 p.m. on the 6th day before the
first day of the polling period.

Adaptation to paragraph 233(1)(c)

590 Paragraph 233(1)(c) is to be read as follows:

(c) satisfactory proof of the elector’s identity and resi-
dence, which may consist of information that, in the
opinion of the Chief Electoral Officer, allows for an
elector’s identity or residence to be established be-
cause it correlates with information referred to in sub-
section 46(1.1) that the Chief Electoral Officer holds
for that elector;
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Adaptation to section 235

591 Section 235 is to be read as follows:

Vote by special ballot only

235 Once an elector’s application for registration and
special ballot has been accepted, the elector may vote on-
ly under this Division unless the elector

(a) is authorized by the returning officer to vote other 5
than under this Division;

(b) returns the special ballot that the elector received
to a designated election officer in person at

(i) the office of the returning officer in the elector’s
electoral district, 10

(ii) the elector’s advance polling station, or

(iii) the elector’s polling station; or

(c) makes the solemn declaration referred to in sub-
section 549.1(1) in writing.

Adaptation to subsection 239(2)

592 (1) Subsection 239(2) is to be read as follows: 15

Receipt of special ballot — application made in
electoral district

(2) In order to have their special ballot counted, an elec-
tor whose application for registration and special ballot
was accepted by the returning officer in the elector’s elec-
toral district shall ensure that the ballot is received at the
office of that returning officer before the close of the 20
polling stations on the last day of the polling period. The
special ballot shall be transmitted by

(a) sending the sealed outer envelope to the returning
officer by mail or any other means; or

(b) depositing the sealed outer envelope 25

(i) in a secure reception box installed under para-
graph (2.1)(a) or subparagraph (2.1)(b)(i), or

(ii) in a ballot box for the deposit of outer en-
velopes installed under subparagraph (2.1)(b)(ii).

Adaptation de l’article 235

591 L’article 235 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Exercice du droit de vote

235 Une fois sa demande d’inscription et de bulletin de
vote spécial approuvée, l’électeur ne peut voter qu’en ver-
tu de la présente section sauf si, selon le cas :

a) il est autorisé par le directeur du scrutin à voter au-
trement qu’en vertu de la présente section;

b) il remet en personne le bulletin de vote spécial qu’il
a reçu à un fonctionnaire électoral désigné, selon le
cas :

(i) au bureau du directeur du scrutin de sa circons-
cription,

(ii) à son bureau de vote par anticipation,

(iii) à son bureau de scrutin;

c) il fait par écrit la déclaration solennelle visée au pa-
ragraphe 549.1(1).

Adaptation du paragraphe 239(2)

592 (1) Le paragraphe 239(2) est réputé avoir le libellé
suivant :

Réception du bulletin de vote — demande faite dans
la circonscription

(2) Pour que son bulletin de vote spécial soit compté,
l’électeur dont la demande de bulletin de vote spécial a
été approuvée par le directeur du scrutin de sa circons-
cription est tenu de veiller à ce que son bulletin de vote
spécial parvienne au bureau du directeur du scrutin,
avant la fermeture des bureaux de scrutin, le dernier jour
de la période du scrutin. La transmission du bulletin de
vote spécial se fait :

a) soit par envoi de l’enveloppe extérieure scellée par
la poste ou par tout autre mode de livraison;

b) soit par dépôt de l’enveloppe extérieure scellée :

(i) ou bien dans une boîte de réception sécurisée
installée au titre de l’alinéa (2.1)a) ou du sous-ali-
néa (2.1)b)(i),

(ii) ou bien dans une urne destinée au dépôt des
enveloppes extérieures installée au titre du sous-
alinéa (2.1)b)(ii).

Adaptation de l’article 235

591 L’article 235 est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Exercice du droit de vote

235 Une fois sa demande d’inscription et de bulletin de
vote spécial approuvée, l’électeur ne peut voter qu’en ver-
tu de la présente section sauf si, selon le cas :

a) il est autorisé par le directeur du scrutin à voter au- 5
trement qu’en vertu de la présente section;

b) il remet en personne le bulletin de vote spécial qu’il
a reçu à un fonctionnaire électoral désigné, selon le
cas :

(i) au bureau du directeur du scrutin de sa circons- 10
cription,

(ii) à son bureau de vote par anticipation,

(iii) à son bureau de scrutin;

c) il fait par écrit la déclaration solennelle visée au pa-
ragraphe 549.1(1). 15

Adaptation du paragraphe 239(2)

592 (1) Le paragraphe 239(2) est réputé avoir le libellé
suivant :

Réception du bulletin de vote — demande faite dans
la circonscription

(2) Pour que son bulletin de vote spécial soit compté,
l’électeur dont la demande de bulletin de vote spécial a
été approuvée par le directeur du scrutin de sa circons- 20
cription est tenu de veiller à ce que son bulletin de vote
spécial parvienne au bureau du directeur du scrutin,
avant la fermeture des bureaux de scrutin, le dernier jour
de la période du scrutin. La transmission du bulletin de
vote spécial se fait : 25

a) soit par envoi de l’enveloppe extérieure scellée par
la poste ou par tout autre mode de livraison;

b) soit par dépôt de l’enveloppe extérieure scellée :

(i) ou bien dans une boîte de réception sécurisée
installée au titre de l’alinéa (2.1)a) ou du sous-ali- 30
néa (2.1)b)(i),

(ii) ou bien dans une urne destinée au dépôt des
enveloppes extérieures installée au titre du sous-
alinéa (2.1)b)(ii).

Adaptation to section 235

591 Section 235 is to be read as follows:

Vote by special ballot only

235 Once an elector’s application for registration and
special ballot has been accepted, the elector may vote on-
ly under this Division unless the elector

(a) is authorized by the returning officer to vote other
than under this Division;

(b) returns the special ballot that the elector received
to a designated election officer in person at

(i) the office of the returning officer in the elector’s
electoral district,

(ii) the elector’s advance polling station, or

(iii) the elector’s polling station; or

(c) makes the solemn declaration referred to in sub-
section 549.1(1) in writing.

Adaptation to subsection 239(2)

592 (1) Subsection 239(2) is to be read as follows:

Receipt of special ballot — application made in
electoral district

(2) In order to have their special ballot counted, an elec-
tor whose application for registration and special ballot
was accepted by the returning officer in the elector’s elec-
toral district shall ensure that the ballot is received at the
office of that returning officer before the close of the
polling stations on the last day of the polling period. The
special ballot shall be transmitted by

(a) sending the sealed outer envelope to the returning
officer by mail or any other means; or

(b) depositing the sealed outer envelope

(i) in a secure reception box installed under para-
graph (2.1)(a) or subparagraph (2.1)(b)(i), or

(ii) in a ballot box for the deposit of outer en-
velopes installed under subparagraph (2.1)(b)(ii).
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Adaptation to section 239 — subsection (2.1)

(2) Section 239 is to be read as including the following af-
ter subsection (2):

Installation of receptacles

(2.1) The returning officer shall install

(a) a secure reception box outside the returning offi-
cer’s office; and 5

(b) one of the following receptacles at each advance
polling station and each polling station in the electoral
district:

(i) a secure reception box outside the advance
polling station or polling station, or 10

(ii) a ballot box for the deposit of outer envelopes
inside the advance polling station or polling station.

Adaptation to subsection 281.7(1) — paragraph (h.1)

593 (1) Subsection 281.7(1) is to be read as including
the following after paragraph (h):

(h.1) install a secure reception box for the deposit of 15
outer envelopes unless by or under the authority of the
Chief Electoral Officer or a returning officer; or

Adaptation to paragraph 281.7(1)(i)

(2) Paragraph 281.7(1)(i) is to be read as follows:

(i) destroy, take, open or otherwise interfere with a
ballot box, secure reception box installed under sub- 20
section 239(2.1) or book or packet of ballots or special
ballots otherwise than as provided by this Act or by in-
structions of the Chief Electoral Officer.

Adaptation to portion of subsection 549.1(1) before
paragraph (a)

594 (1) The portion of subsection 549.1(1) before para-
graph (a) is to be read as follows: 25

Solemn declaration — voting

549.1 (1) For the purposes of subsections 143(3) and
(3.2), sections 144 and 147 and paragraphs 161(1)(b),
169(2)(b) and 235(c), the solemn declaration by which an
elector proves his or her identity and residence, proves
his or her residence only, proves that he or she is quali- 30
fied as an elector or proves that he or she has not

Adaptation de l’article 239 — paragraphe (2.1)

(2) L’article 239 est réputé comprendre, après le para-
graphe (2), ce qui suit :

Installation de réceptacles

(2.1) Le directeur du scrutin installe :

a) une boîte de réception sécurisée à l’extérieur de son
bureau;

b) l’un ou l’autre des réceptacles ci-après à chacun des
bureaux de vote par anticipation et des bureaux de
vote de la circonscription :

(i) une boîte de réception sécurisée située à l’exté-
rieur du bureau de vote par anticipation ou du bu-
reau de vote,

(ii) une urne destinée au dépôt des enveloppes ex-
térieures située à l’intérieur du bureau de vote par
anticipation ou du bureau de vote.

Adaptation du paragraphe 281.7(1) — alinéa h.1)

593 (1) Le paragraphe 281.7(1) est réputé comprendre,
après l’alinéa h), ce qui suit :

h.1) d’installer une boîte de réception sécurisée desti-
née au dépôt des enveloppes extérieures, sauf si l’ins-
tallation est faite par le directeur général des élections
ou le directeur du scrutin, ou sous son autorité;

Adaptation de l’alinéa 281.7(1)i)

(2) L’alinéa 281.7(1)i) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

i) de détruire, de prendre, d’ouvrir ou d’autrement
manipuler une urne, une boîte de réception sécurisée
installée au titre du paragraphe 239(2.1), un carnet ou
un paquet de bulletins de vote ou de bulletins de vote
spéciaux, autrement qu’en conformité avec la présente
loi ou les instructions du directeur général des élec-
tions.

Adaptation du passage du paragraphe 549.1(1)
précédant l’alinéa a)

594 (1) Le passage du paragraphe 549.1(1) précédant
l’alinéa a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

Déclaration solennelle pour être admis à voter

549.1 (1) Pour l’application des paragraphes 143(3) et
(3.2), des articles 144 et 147 et des alinéas 161(1)b),
169(2)b) et 235c), la déclaration solennelle au moyen de
laquelle un électeur établit son identité et sa résidence ou
uniquement sa résidence, établit sa qualité d’électeur ou
établit qu’il n’a pas déjà voté lors de l’élection est faite

Adaptation de l’article 239 — paragraphe (2.1)

(2) L’article 239 est réputé comprendre, après le para-
graphe (2), ce qui suit :

Installation de réceptacles

(2.1) Le directeur du scrutin installe :

a) une boîte de réception sécurisée à l’extérieur de son
bureau; 5

b) l’un ou l’autre des réceptacles ci-après à chacun des
bureaux de vote par anticipation et des bureaux de
vote de la circonscription :

(i) une boîte de réception sécurisée située à l’exté-
rieur du bureau de vote par anticipation ou du bu- 10
reau de vote,

(ii) une urne destinée au dépôt des enveloppes ex-
térieures située à l’intérieur du bureau de vote par
anticipation ou du bureau de vote.

Adaptation du paragraphe 281.7(1) — alinéa h.1)

593 (1) Le paragraphe 281.7(1) est réputé comprendre, 15
après l’alinéa h), ce qui suit :

h.1) d’installer une boîte de réception sécurisée desti-
née au dépôt des enveloppes extérieures, sauf si l’ins-
tallation est faite par le directeur général des élections
ou le directeur du scrutin, ou sous son autorité; 20

Adaptation de l’alinéa 281.7(1)i)

(2) L’alinéa 281.7(1)i) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

i) de détruire, de prendre, d’ouvrir ou d’autrement
manipuler une urne, une boîte de réception sécurisée
installée au titre du paragraphe 239(2.1), un carnet ou
un paquet de bulletins de vote ou de bulletins de vote 25
spéciaux, autrement qu’en conformité avec la présente
loi ou les instructions du directeur général des élec-
tions.

Adaptation du passage du paragraphe 549.1(1)
précédant l’alinéa a)

594 (1) Le passage du paragraphe 549.1(1) précédant
l’alinéa a) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant : 30

Déclaration solennelle pour être admis à voter

549.1 (1) Pour l’application des paragraphes 143(3) et
(3.2), des articles 144 et 147 et des alinéas 161(1)b),
169(2)b) et 235c), la déclaration solennelle au moyen de
laquelle un électeur établit son identité et sa résidence ou
uniquement sa résidence, établit sa qualité d’électeur ou 35
établit qu’il n’a pas déjà voté lors de l’élection est faite

Adaptation to section 239 — subsection (2.1)

(2) Section 239 is to be read as including the following af-
ter subsection (2):

Installation of receptacles

(2.1) The returning officer shall install

(a) a secure reception box outside the returning offi-
cer’s office; and

(b) one of the following receptacles at each advance
polling station and each polling station in the electoral
district:

(i) a secure reception box outside the advance
polling station or polling station, or

(ii) a ballot box for the deposit of outer envelopes
inside the advance polling station or polling station.

Adaptation to subsection 281.7(1) — paragraph (h.1)

593 (1) Subsection 281.7(1) is to be read as including
the following after paragraph (h):

(h.1) install a secure reception box for the deposit of
outer envelopes unless by or under the authority of the
Chief Electoral Officer or a returning officer; or

Adaptation to paragraph 281.7(1)(i)

(2) Paragraph 281.7(1)(i) is to be read as follows:

(i) destroy, take, open or otherwise interfere with a
ballot box, secure reception box installed under sub-
section 239(2.1) or book or packet of ballots or special
ballots otherwise than as provided by this Act or by in-
structions of the Chief Electoral Officer.

Adaptation to portion of subsection 549.1(1) before
paragraph (a)

594 (1) The portion of subsection 549.1(1) before para-
graph (a) is to be read as follows:

Solemn declaration — voting

549.1 (1) For the purposes of subsections 143(3) and
(3.2), sections 144 and 147 and paragraphs 161(1)(b),
169(2)(b) and 235(c), the solemn declaration by which an
elector proves his or her identity and residence, proves
his or her residence only, proves that he or she is quali-
fied as an elector or proves that he or she has not
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previously voted at the election shall be in the prescribed
form, which shall include the statements that

Adaptation to paragraph 549.1(1)(d)

(2) Paragraph 549.1(1)(d) is to be read as follows:

(d) the elector has not previously voted in the election
and will not vote more than once in the election, in- 5
cluding by using a special ballot.

6 Part 22 of the Act is repealed.

Transitional Provisions

Elections after repeal of Part 22 of Canada Elections
Act

7 (1) The following paragraphs apply to the first
general election for which the election period be-
gins after the day on which section 6 comes into 10
force and any by-election for which the election
period begins before that general election if the
previous general election was held during a
three-day period:

(a) paragraph 357.01(1)(b) of the Canada Elec- 15
tions Act is to be read as follows:

(b) has incurred expenses referred to in subsection
349.1(1) or 350(1) in an aggregate amount of $10,000
or more during the period beginning on the day after
the last day of the polling period at the previous gener- 20
al election and ending on the 23rd day before polling
day; or

(b) paragraph 357.02(1)(b) of the Canada Elec-
tions Act is to be read as follows:

(b) has incurred expenses referred to in subsection 25
349.1(1) or 350(1) in an aggregate amount of $10,000
or more during the period beginning on the day after
the last day of the polling period at the previous gener-
al election and ending on the 9th day before polling
day; or 30

(c) paragraph 359(4)(a) of the Canada Elec-
tions Act is to be read as follows:

(a) the amount, by class of contributor, of contribu-
tions for partisan activity, partisan advertising, elec-
tion advertising or election survey purposes that were 35
received during the period beginning the day after the
last day of the polling period at the general election
previous to the polling day referred to in subsection
(1) and ending on that polling day referred to in that
subsection; 40

selon le formulaire prescrit, lequel comporte les déclara-
tions suivantes :

Adaptation de l’alinéa 549.1(1)d)

(2) L’alinéa 549.1(1)d) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

d) il n’a pas déjà voté lors de l’élection et il ne votera
pas plus d’une fois lors de cette élection, notamment
en utilisant un bulletin de vote spécial.

6 La partie 22 de la même loi est abrogée.

Dispositions transitoires

Élections suivant l’abrogation de la partie 22 de la Loi
électorale du Canada

7 (1) Les alinéas ci-après s’appliquent à la pre-
mière élection générale dont la période électo-
rale débute après la date d’entrée en vigueur de
l’article 6 et à toute élection partielle dont la pé-
riode électorale débute avant cette élection géné-
rale, si l’élection générale précédente s’est tenue
pendant une période de trois jours :

a) l’alinéa 357.01(1)b) de la Loi électorale du
Canada est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) il a engagé des dépenses de 10 000 $ ou plus, au to-
tal, au titre des dépenses visées au paragraphe 349.1(1)
et de celles visées au paragraphe 350(1), pendant la
période qui commence le lendemain du dernier jour
de la période du scrutin de l’élection générale précé-
dente et qui se termine le vingt-troisième jour avant le
jour du scrutin;

b) l’alinéa 357.02(1)b) de la Loi électorale du
Canada est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) il a engagé des dépenses de 10 000 $ ou plus, au to-
tal, au titre des dépenses visées au paragraphe 349.1(1)
et de celles visées au paragraphe 350(1), pendant la
période qui commence le lendemain du dernier jour
de la période du scrutin de l’élection générale précé-
dente et qui se termine le neuvième jour avant le jour
du scrutin;

c) l’alinéa 359(4)a) de la Loi électorale du
Canada est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

a) le montant, par catégorie de donateurs, des contri-
butions destinées aux activités partisanes, à la publici-
té partisane, à la publicité électorale ou aux sondages
électoraux reçues pendant la période qui commence le
lendemain du dernier jour de la période du scrutin de
l’élection générale précédant le jour du scrutin visé au

selon le formulaire prescrit, lequel comporte les déclara-
tions suivantes :

Adaptation de l’alinéa 549.1(1)d)

(2) L’alinéa 549.1(1)d) est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

d) il n’a pas déjà voté lors de l’élection et il ne votera
pas plus d’une fois lors de cette élection, notamment 5
en utilisant un bulletin de vote spécial.

6 La partie 22 de la même loi est abrogée.

Dispositions transitoires

Élections suivant l’abrogation de la partie 22 de la Loi
électorale du Canada

7 (1) Les alinéas ci-après s’appliquent à la pre-
mière élection générale dont la période électo-
rale débute après la date d’entrée en vigueur de 10
l’article 6 et à toute élection partielle dont la pé-
riode électorale débute avant cette élection géné-
rale, si l’élection générale précédente s’est tenue
pendant une période de trois jours :

a) l’alinéa 357.01(1)b) de la Loi électorale du 15
Canada est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

b) il a engagé des dépenses de 10 000 $ ou plus, au to-
tal, au titre des dépenses visées au paragraphe 349.1(1)
et de celles visées au paragraphe 350(1), pendant la
période qui commence le lendemain du dernier jour 20
de la période du scrutin de l’élection générale précé-
dente et qui se termine le vingt-troisième jour avant le
jour du scrutin;

b) l’alinéa 357.02(1)b) de la Loi électorale du
Canada est réputé avoir le libellé suivant : 25

b) il a engagé des dépenses de 10 000 $ ou plus, au to-
tal, au titre des dépenses visées au paragraphe 349.1(1)
et de celles visées au paragraphe 350(1), pendant la
période qui commence le lendemain du dernier jour
de la période du scrutin de l’élection générale précé- 30
dente et qui se termine le neuvième jour avant le jour
du scrutin;

c) l’alinéa 359(4)a) de la Loi électorale du
Canada est réputé avoir le libellé suivant :

a) le montant, par catégorie de donateurs, des contri- 35
butions destinées aux activités partisanes, à la publici-
té partisane, à la publicité électorale ou aux sondages
électoraux reçues pendant la période qui commence le
lendemain du dernier jour de la période du scrutin de
l’élection générale précédant le jour du scrutin visé au 40

previously voted at the election shall be in the prescribed
form, which shall include the statements that

Adaptation to paragraph 549.1(1)(d)

(2) Paragraph 549.1(1)(d) is to be read as follows:

(d) the elector has not previously voted in the election
and will not vote more than once in the election, in-
cluding by using a special ballot.

6 Part 22 of the Act is repealed.

Transitional Provisions

Elections after repeal of Part 22 of Canada Elections
Act

7 (1) The following paragraphs apply to the first
general election for which the election period be-
gins after the day on which section 6 comes into
force and any by-election for which the election
period begins before that general election if the
previous general election was held during a
three-day period:

(a) paragraph 357.01(1)(b) of the Canada Elec-
tions Act is to be read as follows:

(b) has incurred expenses referred to in subsection
349.1(1) or 350(1) in an aggregate amount of $10,000
or more during the period beginning on the day after
the last day of the polling period at the previous gener-
al election and ending on the 23rd day before polling
day; or

(b) paragraph 357.02(1)(b) of the Canada Elec-
tions Act is to be read as follows:

(b) has incurred expenses referred to in subsection
349.1(1) or 350(1) in an aggregate amount of $10,000
or more during the period beginning on the day after
the last day of the polling period at the previous gener-
al election and ending on the 9th day before polling
day; or

(c) paragraph 359(4)(a) of the Canada Elec-
tions Act is to be read as follows:

(a) the amount, by class of contributor, of contribu-
tions for partisan activity, partisan advertising, elec-
tion advertising or election survey purposes that were
received during the period beginning the day after the
last day of the polling period at the general election
previous to the polling day referred to in subsection
(1) and ending on that polling day referred to in that
subsection;
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(d) in paragraph 349.91(5)(b), subparagraph
357.01(5)(a)(ii) and paragraph 359(4.1)(b) of the
Canada Elections Act, a reference to para-
graph 57(1.2)(c) is deemed to be a reference to
that paragraph as it read immediately before 5
the day on which this section comes into force;
and

(e) the expression “polling day” is to be read as
“the last day of the polling period” in the fol-
lowing provisions of the Canada Elections Act: 10

(i) paragraphs 349.91(1)(a) and (5)(b),

(ii) paragraph 349.92(1)(a),

(iii) subparagraph 357.01(5)(a)(ii), and

(iv) paragraph 359(4.1)(b).

Meaning of polling period

(2) For the purposes of the provisions referred to 15
in paragraphs (1)(a) to (c) and (e), polling period
has the same meaning as it had immediately be-
fore the day on which this section comes into
force.

Words and expressions

(3) Words and expressions used in this section 20
have the same meaning as in the Canada Elec-
tions Act.

Coming into force during election period — section 2

8 (1) If section 2 of this Act comes into force dur-
ing an election period, as defined in subsection
2(1) of the Canada Elections Act, that Act, as it 25
read immediately before the day on which that
section 2 comes into force, applies with respect to
that election and all related rights and obliga-
tions.

Coming into force during election period — section 6

(2) If section 6 of this Act comes into force during 30
an election period, as defined in subsection 2(1) of
the Canada Elections Act, that Act, as it read im-
mediately before the day on which that section 6
comes into force, applies with respect to that
election and all related rights and obligations. 35

paragraphe (1) et qui se termine le jour du scrutin visé
à ce paragraphe;

d) à l’alinéa 349.91(5)b), au sous-alinéa
357.01(5)a)(ii) et à l’alinéa 359(4.1)b) de la Loi
électorale du Canada, le renvoi à l’alinéa
57(1.2)c) est réputé être un renvoi à cet alinéa
dans sa version antérieure à la date d’entrée
en vigueur du présent article;

e) dans les dispositions ci-après de la Loi élec-
torale du Canada, la mention « jour du scru-
tin » vaut mention de « dernier jour de la pé-
riode du scrutin » :

(i) les alinéas 349.91(1)a) et (5)b),

(ii) l’alinéa 349.92(1)a),

(iii) le sous-alinéa 357.01(5)a)(ii),

(iv) l’alinéa 359(4.1)b).

Sens de période du scrutin

(2) Pour l’application des dispositions visées aux
alinéas (1)a) à c) et e), période du scrutin s’entend
au sens qu’avait cette expression avant la date
d’entrée en vigueur du présent article.

Sens des termes

(3) Au présent article, les termes s’entendent au
sens de la Loi électorale du Canada.

Entrée en vigueur pendant une période électorale —
article 2

8 (1) Si l’article 2 de la présente loi entre en vi-
gueur pendant une période électorale, au sens du
paragraphe 2(1) de la Loi électorale du Canada,
cette loi, dans sa version antérieure à la date
d’entrée en vigueur de cet article 2, s’applique à
l’égard de l’élection et des droits et obligations
qui en découlent.

Entrée en vigueur pendant une période électorale —
article 6

(2) Si l’article 6 de la présente loi entre en vi-
gueur pendant une période électorale, au sens du
paragraphe 2(1) de la Loi électorale du Canada,
cette loi, dans sa version antérieure à la date
d’entrée en vigueur de cet article 6, s’applique à
l’égard de l’élection et des droits et obligations
qui en découlent.

paragraphe (1) et qui se termine le jour du scrutin visé
à ce paragraphe;

d) à l’alinéa 349.91(5)b), au sous-alinéa
357.01(5)a)(ii) et à l’alinéa 359(4.1)b) de la Loi
électorale du Canada, le renvoi à l’alinéa 5
57(1.2)c) est réputé être un renvoi à cet alinéa
dans sa version antérieure à la date d’entrée
en vigueur du présent article;

e) dans les dispositions ci-après de la Loi élec-
torale du Canada, la mention « jour du scru- 10
tin » vaut mention de « dernier jour de la pé-
riode du scrutin » :

(i) les alinéas 349.91(1)a) et (5)b),

(ii) l’alinéa 349.92(1)a),

(iii) le sous-alinéa 357.01(5)a)(ii), 15

(iv) l’alinéa 359(4.1)b).

Sens de période du scrutin

(2) Pour l’application des dispositions visées aux
alinéas (1)a) à c) et e), période du scrutin s’entend
au sens qu’avait cette expression avant la date
d’entrée en vigueur du présent article. 20

Sens des termes

(3) Au présent article, les termes s’entendent au
sens de la Loi électorale du Canada.

Entrée en vigueur pendant une période électorale —
article 2

8 (1) Si l’article 2 de la présente loi entre en vi-
gueur pendant une période électorale, au sens du
paragraphe 2(1) de la Loi électorale du Canada, 25
cette loi, dans sa version antérieure à la date
d’entrée en vigueur de cet article 2, s’applique à
l’égard de l’élection et des droits et obligations
qui en découlent.

Entrée en vigueur pendant une période électorale —
article 6

(2) Si l’article 6 de la présente loi entre en vi- 30
gueur pendant une période électorale, au sens du
paragraphe 2(1) de la Loi électorale du Canada,
cette loi, dans sa version antérieure à la date
d’entrée en vigueur de cet article 6, s’applique à
l’égard de l’élection et des droits et obligations 35
qui en découlent.

(d) in paragraph 349.91(5)(b), subparagraph
357.01(5)(a)(ii) and paragraph 359(4.1)(b) of the
Canada Elections Act, a reference to para-
graph 57(1.2)(c) is deemed to be a reference to
that paragraph as it read immediately before
the day on which this section comes into force;
and

(e) the expression “polling day” is to be read as
“the last day of the polling period” in the fol-
lowing provisions of the Canada Elections Act:

(i) paragraphs 349.91(1)(a) and (5)(b),

(ii) paragraph 349.92(1)(a),

(iii) subparagraph 357.01(5)(a)(ii), and

(iv) paragraph 359(4.1)(b).

Meaning of polling period

(2) For the purposes of the provisions referred to
in paragraphs (1)(a) to (c) and (e), polling period
has the same meaning as it had immediately be-
fore the day on which this section comes into
force.

Words and expressions

(3) Words and expressions used in this section
have the same meaning as in the Canada Elec-
tions Act.

Coming into force during election period — section 2

8 (1) If section 2 of this Act comes into force dur-
ing an election period, as defined in subsection
2(1) of the Canada Elections Act, that Act, as it
read immediately before the day on which that
section 2 comes into force, applies with respect to
that election and all related rights and obliga-
tions.

Coming into force during election period — section 6

(2) If section 6 of this Act comes into force during
an election period, as defined in subsection 2(1) of
the Canada Elections Act, that Act, as it read im-
mediately before the day on which that section 6
comes into force, applies with respect to that
election and all related rights and obligations.
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Election within six months — amendments apply

9 Despite subsection 554(1) of the Canada Elec-
tions Act, the amendments to that Act enacted by
sections 1 to 5 of this Act apply to an election for
which the writ is issued within six months after
the day on which this Act receives royal assent. 5

Coming into Force

90th day after royal assent

10 Sections 2 to 5 come into force on the 90th day
after the day on which this Act receives royal as-
sent unless, before that day, the Chief Electoral
Officer publishes a notice in the Canada Gazette
that the necessary preparations for the bringing 10
into operation of those sections have been made
and that they may come into force accordingly, in
which case those sections come into force on the
day on which the notice is published.

Six months after publication of notice

11 (1) Sections 6 and 7 come into force on the day 15
that, in the sixth month after the month during
which the Chief Electoral Officer publishes the
notice described in subsection (2) in the Canada
Gazette, has the same calendar number as the
day on which that notice is published or, if that 20
sixth month has no day with that number, the
last day of that sixth month.

Consultation and contents of notice

(2) The Chief Electoral Officer must consult the
Chief Public Health Officer, appointed under
subsection 6(1) of the Public Health Agency of 25
Canada Act, before publishing the notice, and
the notice must indicate that the Chief Electoral
Officer is of the opinion that the temporary rules
in Part 22 of the Canada Elections Act are no
longer required to ensure the safe administra- 30
tion of an election in the context of the coron-
avirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.

Preparations complete

(3) If, after publishing the notice described in
subsection (2) but before the day on which sec-
tions 6 and 7 come into force under subsection 35
(1), the Chief Electoral Officer publishes a notice
in the Canada Gazette that the necessary prepa-
rations for the bringing into operation of those
sections have been made and that they may come
into force accordingly, those sections come into 40

Élections déclenchées dans les six mois — application
des modifications

9 Malgré le paragraphe 554(1) de la Loi électorale
du Canada, les modifications apportées à cette
loi par les articles 1 à 5 de la présente loi s’ap-
pliquent aux élections déclenchées dans les six
mois qui suivent la date de la sanction de la pré-
sente loi.

Entrée en vigueur

Quatre-vingt-dixième jour après la sanction

10 Les articles 2 à 5 entrent en vigueur le quatre-
vingt-dixième jour suivant la date de la sanction
de la présente loi, à moins que le directeur géné-
ral des élections ne publie auparavant, dans la
Gazette du Canada, un avis portant que les pré-
paratifs nécessaires à la mise en application de
ces articles ont été faits et que ceux-ci peuvent en
conséquence entrer en vigueur, auquel cas ils
entrent en vigueur à la date de publication de
l’avis.

Six mois après la publication d’un avis

11 (1) Les articles 6 et 7 entrent en vigueur le
jour qui, dans le sixième mois suivant le mois de
la publication dans la Gazette du Canada de
l’avis visé au paragraphe (2) par le directeur gé-
néral des élections, porte le même quantième
que le jour de la publication de l’avis ou, à défaut
de quantième identique, le dernier jour de ce
sixième mois.

Consultation et contenu de l’avis

(2) L’avis, publié après consultation de l’adminis-
trateur en chef de la santé publique, nommé en
application du paragraphe 6(1) de la Loi sur
l’Agence de la santé publique du Canada, in-
dique que le directeur général des élections est
d’avis que les règles temporaires visées par la
partie 22 de la Loi électorale du Canada ne sont
plus requises pour assurer la tenue d’élections
en toute sécurité dans le contexte de la pandémie
de la maladie à coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19).

Préparatifs faits

(3) Si, après la publication de l’avis visé au para-
graphe (2) mais avant la date à laquelle les ar-
ticles 6 et 7 entrent en vigueur aux termes du pa-
ragraphe (1), le directeur général des élections
publie, dans la Gazette du Canada, un avis por-
tant que les préparatifs nécessaires à la mise en
application de ces articles ont été faits et que
ceux-ci peuvent en conséquence entrer en

Élections déclenchées dans les six mois — application
des modifications

9 Malgré le paragraphe 554(1) de la Loi électorale
du Canada, les modifications apportées à cette
loi par les articles 1 à 5 de la présente loi s’ap-
pliquent aux élections déclenchées dans les six
mois qui suivent la date de la sanction de la pré- 5
sente loi.

Entrée en vigueur

Quatre-vingt-dixième jour après la sanction

10 Les articles 2 à 5 entrent en vigueur le quatre-
vingt-dixième jour suivant la date de la sanction
de la présente loi, à moins que le directeur géné-
ral des élections ne publie auparavant, dans la 10
Gazette du Canada, un avis portant que les pré-
paratifs nécessaires à la mise en application de
ces articles ont été faits et que ceux-ci peuvent en
conséquence entrer en vigueur, auquel cas ils
entrent en vigueur à la date de publication de 15
l’avis.

Six mois après la publication d’un avis

11 (1) Les articles 6 et 7 entrent en vigueur le
jour qui, dans le sixième mois suivant le mois de
la publication dans la Gazette du Canada de
l’avis visé au paragraphe (2) par le directeur gé- 20
néral des élections, porte le même quantième
que le jour de la publication de l’avis ou, à défaut
de quantième identique, le dernier jour de ce
sixième mois.

Consultation et contenu de l’avis

(2) L’avis, publié après consultation de l’adminis- 25
trateur en chef de la santé publique, nommé en
application du paragraphe 6(1) de la Loi sur
l’Agence de la santé publique du Canada, in-
dique que le directeur général des élections est
d’avis que les règles temporaires visées par la 30
partie 22 de la Loi électorale du Canada ne sont
plus requises pour assurer la tenue d’élections
en toute sécurité dans le contexte de la pandémie
de la maladie à coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19).

Préparatifs faits

(3) Si, après la publication de l’avis visé au para- 35
graphe (2) mais avant la date à laquelle les ar-
ticles 6 et 7 entrent en vigueur aux termes du pa-
ragraphe (1), le directeur général des élections
publie, dans la Gazette du Canada, un avis por-
tant que les préparatifs nécessaires à la mise en 40
application de ces articles ont été faits et que
ceux-ci peuvent en conséquence entrer en

Election within six months — amendments apply

9 Despite subsection 554(1) of the Canada Elec-
tions Act, the amendments to that Act enacted by
sections 1 to 5 of this Act apply to an election for
which the writ is issued within six months after
the day on which this Act receives royal assent.

Coming into Force

90th day after royal assent

10 Sections 2 to 5 come into force on the 90th day
after the day on which this Act receives royal as-
sent unless, before that day, the Chief Electoral
Officer publishes a notice in the Canada Gazette
that the necessary preparations for the bringing
into operation of those sections have been made
and that they may come into force accordingly, in
which case those sections come into force on the
day on which the notice is published.

Six months after publication of notice

11 (1) Sections 6 and 7 come into force on the day
that, in the sixth month after the month during
which the Chief Electoral Officer publishes the
notice described in subsection (2) in the Canada
Gazette, has the same calendar number as the
day on which that notice is published or, if that
sixth month has no day with that number, the
last day of that sixth month.

Consultation and contents of notice

(2) The Chief Electoral Officer must consult the
Chief Public Health Officer, appointed under
subsection 6(1) of the Public Health Agency of
Canada Act, before publishing the notice, and
the notice must indicate that the Chief Electoral
Officer is of the opinion that the temporary rules
in Part 22 of the Canada Elections Act are no
longer required to ensure the safe administra-
tion of an election in the context of the coron-
avirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.

Preparations complete

(3) If, after publishing the notice described in
subsection (2) but before the day on which sec-
tions 6 and 7 come into force under subsection
(1), the Chief Electoral Officer publishes a notice
in the Canada Gazette that the necessary prepa-
rations for the bringing into operation of those
sections have been made and that they may come
into force accordingly, those sections come into
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force on the day on which that notice is pub-
lished.
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vigueur, ces articles entrent en vigueur à la date
de publication de cet avis.

vigueur, ces articles entrent en vigueur à la date
de publication de cet avis.

force on the day on which that notice is pub-
lished.

2020 23 69 Eliz. II

An Act to amend the Canada Elections Act (COVID-19 response) Loi modifiant la Loi électorale du Canada (réponse à la COVID-19)
Coming into Force Entrée en vigueur
Section  11 Article  11



 

 
Highlights of House Debates – Bill C-19 An Act to 
amend the Canada Elections Act (COVID-19 
response) 

 

1 
 

House of Commons 2nd Reading Debate  
Party/Member Topics / Summary 
March 8, 2021 

Liberal Party 
(Minister LeBlanc, 
M. Gerretsen, K. 
Lamoureaux) 
 

Minister LeBlanc noted that the government is open to work with other parties 
on amendments to the Bill. 
 
Ordinary polling days  

• CEO noted in his report issues with finding polling places and election 
workers during the pandemic. The Minister pointed out that Bill C-76 
allowed EC to hire 16- and 17-year olds, and that the Bill would also 
provide more opportunity to find polling places, including non-traditional 
polling places like arenas. 
• When asked if the government would consider allowing slightly less 

accessible locations, especially in small communities where the 
long-term care facility is often the most accessible place, Minister 
LeBlanc said that the Government would not decrease accessibility 
requirements, but has faith that EC will find the best way to allow 
people to vote without limiting accessibility. 

 
Vote by mail / special ballot 

• Mail-in voting is safe and secure, and is instrumental in allowing those 
who cannot vote in person to vote; EC has years of experience with mail-
in voting.  

• To simplify registration, the Bill includes online application and ability for 
EC to use information already in its possession to identify electors. 

• The Bill proposes installation of secure mail-in boxes at polling locations, 
and allows electors to change their mind and vote in-person by returning 
their ballot or sign a declaration.  EC has a number of measures to 
protect the integrity of the vote.  

• When asked about openness to amendments at committee, 
particularly in-person registration at Canada Post locations and on 
campus voting, Minister LeBlanc responded that it is always the 
government’s intention to work with other parties, and noted that 
voting on campus is important and something he would welcome 
the opportunity to work on with the member. He also referred to 
the idea of registering at Canada Post as “interesting”.  

 
Long-term care (LTC) facilities 

• The Bill takes a number of steps to ensure residents can safely exercise 
their right to vote, and allows EC to customize voting options according 
to the needs of the facilities.  
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CEO power to adapt the Act 
• CEO would have authority to adapt the Act in order to protect voters and 

election workers, who are often older individuals.  We will need to 
ensure older workers can work without compromising their safety.  
 

Other 
• The Bill would assure workers and electors of safety and accessibility of 

election should an election be required. There is no rush to pass the Bill, 
but it is necessary to be ready at any time in a minority situation .  
 

Conservative 
Party 
(B.Vis, S. Reid) 
 
 

The Conservative Party is open to amending the Canada Elections Act to ensure 
safety during the election, and voiced hope that the government would work 
with other parties in good faith to make changes . 
 
Vote by mail / special ballot 

• Accepting mail-in ballots after the polls close on election day opens up 
the process to suspicions of fraud.  Ballots should be postmarked a week 
before election day, or electors can drop then in secure boxes.  

• Stated concern that mail-in ballots will be sent to Ottawa to be counted.  
• K. Lamoureaux (LPC) and D. Blaikie (NDP) corrected B. Vis and noted 

that mail-in ballots will be counted locally.  
• To apply for special ballot, voters should be required to present proof 

they are citizens over the age of 18.  

• When challenged in terms of proof of fraud related to mail-in 
ballots, B. Vis repeated his trust in local elections workers and noted 
his pride in the Canada Elections Act and the importance of getting 
changes to the Act right.  

 
Long-term care (LTC) facilities 

• CPC has concerns about the risk of external COVID-19 infection for long 
term care facility residents from; polling stations should be open during 
the 13-day period for the minimum amount of time needed for residents 
to vote.  
 

CEO power to adapt the Act/Section 59 

• The Bill gives extensive temporary powers to the CEO. There should be 
“very clear and transparent schedules” available so that all Canadians 
know the context of a decision made by the CEO.   

• Clarity is needed on any decisions of the CEO to recommend that the 
writs be withdrawn; lack of clarity over the use of this provision would 
sow confusion and lack of trust.   
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Sunset clause 
• The Bill is lacking a fixed-date sunset clause to ensure these changes are 

temporary.  
 

Other 
• Expressed concerns about party scrutineers not being able to witness 

counting of ballots because of the pandemic. 
Bloc Québécois 
(L. Thériault) 
 
 

The Bloc Québécois is in favour of the Bill in principle to protect public safety. 
 
Ordinary polling days  

• This bill provides four days of advanced voting and three of advance 
voting, thirteen days of voting in long term care and opportunities to 
vote throughout the election. The BQ does not want to see these extra 
opportunities lead to irregularities. 

• The BQ is unsure why Monday is needed when there are so many other 
opportunities to vote during the election. The CEO understands the 
logistical challenges of finding polling places and workers and 
recommended Saturday and Sunday. For Monday, some voting locations 
would have to change, and it may be more difficult to find election 
workers.  

 
Vote by mail / special ballot 

• Argued that the counting of mail-in ballots should be done in ridings. 

• Expressed concern about voter fraud and suggested that mail-in ballots 
could be due Friday before the vote so that those who voted by mail 
would be struck from the list before ordinary polling day(s).  This would 
ensure that people cannot vote twice, but would also allow people to 
vote in-person if they missed the mail-in deadline.   

 
Candidate signatures 

• Bill should allow for candidates to collect necessary signatures 
electronically.  
 

Other 
• Government in such a rush to have an election that it tabled this Bill 

before PROC could table its recommendations.  
• Opportunities to change the electoral system and update political 

financing (per vote subsidy) are missed in this bill. Changes during a 
pandemic could have allowed for per-vote subsidy to make up for 
difficulties in fundraising rather than political parties receiving the wage 
subsidy. 
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New Democratic 
Party 
(D. Blaikie) 
 

The NDP is glad that Parliament is considering changes to allow for safer voting 
during a pandemic.  
 
Vote by mail / special ballot 

• There needs to be some discussion about what the cut-off for mail-in 
ballots should be, keeping in mind electors who applied and sent back 
their ballots in good faith, but may have been delayed by various factors.   

• It would be tragic if electors could not vote because of administrative 
deadlines. Open-mindedness is required as there may be more delays 
during a pandemic.  

• Canada Post is a good resource where electors could apply to vote by 
mail; Canada Post employees already check identification for a number 
of mail-related matters.  

• EC needs to maintain access to vote on campus for students, or those 
working on campus.  
 

Long-term care (LTC) facilities 

• There are some things in the Bill, like holding one polling station per 
institution, that are important to allow EC to have flexibility and prevents 
people moving between institutions.  

• PROC should consider whether anything is needed legislatively with 
regard to scrutineers in long-term care facilities.  
 

CEO power to adapt the Act 

• The changes in the Bill makes sense as the CEO will need to adapt things 
on the fly if there is an election in the pandemic.  

 
Candidate signatures 

• The collection of nomination signatures cannot be done door to door 
during a pandemic, so there needs to be discussion about how that can 
be done. 
 

Green Party 
(E. May, P. 
Manley) 
 
 

The Green Party noted support for the Bill. 
 
Other 

• The GP is disappointed that there is nothing in the Bill about 
misinformation spread by political parties, and noted the importance of 
truth in advertising rules.  

• The Bill lack changes to the electoral system.  
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Liberal Party 
(K. Lamoureaux, 
M. Jowhari, D. 
Samson, K. Blois) 
 

The government is committed to working with parties to pass the legislation, 
and hopes to see the Bill go to committee soon.   
 
Ordinary polling days  

• Three days of voting will allow more access for electors, and will 
encourage physical distancing at polls. The change also allows electors to 
choose the best time for them to vote.  

 
Vote by mail / special ballot 

• Bill will temporarily enhance mail-in voting for electors; accessibility is 
even more important during pandemic.  Voting by mail is a safe and 
accessible voting option. EC has a long history of experience 
administering mail-in voting, with extensive integrity measures and 
safeguards in place. 

• Jurisdictions that have held elections during the pandemic have seen a 
steep increase in the use of mail-in ballots.  

• Seniors will largely benefit from mail-in ballots to ensure they do not 
become disenfranchised.  

• The ability to apply online will limit in-person contact, however those 
without access to internet or who are uncomfortable registering online 
will be able to register in-person.  

• Electors will be able to use an ID number instead of their identification 
documents when registering to vote online. This is temporary and 
electors must give their permission to use this number.  

• With respect to allowing mail-in ballots to be counted after election day, 
most ballots will be received by election day, but it is important to ensure 
all electors have the ability to have their vote counted. 

 
Other 

• With respect to the time for coming into force, EC has consulted and 
received input and is well on its way to put procedures in place to ensure 
that if an election is called during the pandemic it will be safe and 
accessible. 
 

Conservative 
Party 
(M.Gladu) 
 
 

The Conservative Party questioned why so many Liberal MPs were speaking 
during debate if the government is interested in moving the Bill to committee 
quickly.  
 
Ordinary polling days  

• Any measure to allow for more time and more spacing of electors is 
helpful, and keeping the traditional Monday polling day would assist 
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those who cannot get to the polls on the weekend because of 
transportation issues.  

• Government should consider changing the time polling places are open 
on weekends in order to not eliminate some polling location options, like 
churches that may be used on Saturday or Sunday.   

• Extension of voting hours can be taxing on election workers, especially 
seniors.  

 
Vote by mail / special ballot 

• Strongly recommend longer election period to allow for additional mail-
in ballots to be processed.  

• Secure drop boxes are a very good idea for those who wait to the last 
minute or don’t think Canada Post will get their ballot to EC on time.  

• With respect to allowing for counting of ballots after election day, we 
already have a tried and true election process and have to be careful not 
to make unnecessary changes. Measures like secure drop boxes will 
mean this is not required.  

• Electronic application is attractive to voters, but we have to consider 
some people don’t have access to printers or copiers to send copies of 
their ID. 

• Need to make sure a mechanism to prevent double voting is in place; 
counting at local offices will help this as they can look at the list to see 
who has voted. 

 
Long-term care (LTC) facilities 

• Facilities are looking for a minimum amount of interaction to limit risk of 
COVID; this Bill provides for voting for much longer than those facilities 
would like.  

• Consideration could be given to election workers in those facilities having 
priority access to vaccines, or rapid testing.  
 

CEO power to adapt the Act 
• There needs to be some sort of oversight of adaptations to the Act to 

protect the democratic process; perhaps a member of each party 
represented in the House could ensure changes are fair for all.  

• The “health or safety of electors or election officers” included in the Bill 
needs more definition, which could be discussed at committee.   

 
Sunset clause 

• Noted that sunset provision is in the summary but not in the bill. There 
should be a statement in the Bill to note that the changes are temporary, 
or that they will be over by a certain time, like the end of the pandemic.  
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Candidate signatures 
• There needs to be clarification on the collection of nomination signatures 

and how scrutineers will work during ballot counting.   
 
Other 

• The Bill will not come into effect until 90 days after Royal Assent, but 
some ROs have already been trained on some of these changes, which is 
not acceptable before the Bill passes.  
 

Bloc Québécois 
(Y. Perron, C. 
Normandin) 
 
 

The Bloc Québécois did not state a position on moving the Bill to committee 
during today’s debate. 
 
Vote by mail / special ballot 

• Votes being received by mail until the day after the election could create 
uncertainty because it would defer the announcement of the results.  

 
Ordinary polling days  

• An election held on a two-day weekend would assist with recruitment of 
election workers, especially younger workers.  

 

New Democratic 
Party 
(D. Blaikie) 
 

The NDP would like to see the bill proceed quickly to committee because of the 
minority government situation.  
 
Vote by mail / special ballot 

• There are many countries where results are not known immediately, and 
it’s not the end of the world. It’s okay to have time to count after the day 
of the vote, but this needs to be discussed more at committee.  
 

Timing/Coming into force: 
• Regarding the timing of the Bill, it was important for the government to 

table the legislation before Christmas so MPs could know what the 
government was thinking and have time to deliberate; however, it’s 
unfortunate it’s taken so long to get to debate.  

• It’s likely already too late for these changes to be made for an election 
before summer; it would be good to hear the PM commit to not calling 
an election before summer.  

 
Candidate signatures 

• The collection of nomination signatures is a critical issue and something 
the committee should look at.  
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Other: 
• It is incumbent among all MPs to work to avoid an election during the 

pandemic.  Apart from a public health risk, there is also a risk of 
disenfranchisement as electors may decide the risk to their health is too 
much, or they may face other barriers to vote (i.e.: transportation).  

• The experience in Newfoundland shows how the pandemic can affect an 
election.  

 

House of Commons 2nd Reading Debate  
Party/Member Topics / Summary 

May 7, 2021 
Liberal Party 
(A. Vaughn, M. 
Gerretsen) 
 

LPC MPs did not speak to the Bill, but asked a number of questions and made 
comments in response to CPC MPs’ remarks.  
 
CEO power to adapt the Act 

• A. Vaughn expressed that he doesn’t agree with the idea of parties 
having oversight of CEO’s power to adapt.  

 
Other 

• Argued that there is no correlation between holding provincial elections 
and the spread of COVID.  

• Questioned why Conservative MPs continue to vote against the 
government in confidence matters, but claim they don’t want an 
election.  
 

Conservative 
Party 
(M. Gladu, C. 
Gallant, K. 
Vecchio, J. 
Sahota, R. 
Harder) 
 
 

CPC MPs argued that there are amendments needed at committee, however, R. 
Harder argued that the House should vote against the bill as it stands. All CPC 
MPs maintained that Canadians don’t want an election in a pandemic.  
 
Ordinary polling days  

• Three days of polling is a good idea, and allows for more space and time 
for voting. This will ensure Canadians can vote as normally as possible.  

• Government should consider changing the time polling places are open 
on weekends to accommodate some polling location options, like 
churches, that may be used part of the day on Sunday.   

• When asked if the bill should be amended with respect to polling and 
advertising on election day because of the three-day period, K. Vecchio 
said it is important to always follow the CEA.  
 

Vote by mail / special ballot 
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• Ballot boxes for mail-in ballots at polling locations is a good idea, will help 
address worries about mail delays, and will assist people like seniors who 
may not be comfortable voting inside. 

• The CEO is responsible for making sure electors know about mail-in 
voting. Allowing electronic application for mail-in ballots is a good, 
progressive idea. 

• Striking the name of those who apply for a mail-in ballot off the list of 
electors is a good way to prevent double voting.  

• MPs expressed concern over the possibility of counting mail-in ballots 
after polling day and noted that even the perception of influence or 
confusion about election results is dangerous. M. Gladu noted that the 
bill and election worker training needs to be clear about the process for 
counting of mail-in ballots. K. Vecchio noted that there will always be late 
ballots, but the vast majority of electors are capable of submitting ballots 
on time. 

• The CEO said we could see up to 5M mail-in ballots during an election in 
a pandemic.  Canada Post assured PROC they are ready; we need to 
make sure we are prepared to process those ballots.  

• When asked about the importance of ensuring availability of mobile polls 
and voting on campus, CPC MPs agreed that discussions are needed to 
ensure as many people as possible can vote safely. K. Vecchio noted that 
she will ask about mobile polls at committee.  
 

Long-term care (LTC) facilities 

• Witnesses before PROC indicated that they wanted to have the shortest 
time possible for voting in LTC facilities; this is not the same as what is in 
the bill, there need to be amendments to ensure voting during the 
shortest time possible.  

• Would like to have more discussions with government about how they 
came to decide on rules for LTC facilities; government should ensure EC 
workers are tested and vaccinated, and are actively limiting contact with 
LTC residents.  

• It makes zero sense to allow polling to commence 13-days before the 
polling period. This could allow polling stations to be open longer and 
maximize exposure to COVID for LTC residents.  

 
CEO power to adapt the Act 

• Overarching power allows CEO to do whatever he wants for the health 
and safety of electors; the bill doesn’t define what the CEO can do. There 
should be oversight from parties participating in the election. For 
example, EC could change polling locations at last minute, which would 
cause confusion.   
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• The CEO is working hard, and we trust Mr. Perrault will do his best in a 
difficult situation, but we need to ensure that the CEO is accountable and 
takes certain adaptations only upon consultation with the ACPP. There 
should be concrete rules, not arbitrary guidelines allowing one individual 
to make decisions.  

 
Sunset clause 

• There should be a sunset clause to make clear when these changes will 
expire. The changes must expire after the pandemic subsides.  

 
 
 
Candidate signatures 

• Agreed that it is important to consider how candidates can collect 
signatures, including the option of electronic signature.  

 
Timing 

• The Minister bypassed the work of PROC and didn’t take any of the 
witnesses’ testimony into account before tabling this bill; some members 
of PROC have even suggested a pre-study of the Bill, which would rehash 
witnesses’ testimony.  

• We should minimize changes to the CEA during the pandemic to protect 
the health and safety of workers and voters; no need to otherwise 
tamper with a tried and true process. 

 
Outreach 

• When asked if EC should consult with disability community and 
Indigenous communities to ensure the safest and most accessible voting 
method, CPC MPs agreed that it is important to consult and suggested 
that the government should have waited until PROC reported before 
introducing the bill.  

Other 
• Scrutineers need to be able to observe the process. It could be difficult 

for scrutineers to see ballots from a six-foot distance. A solution could be 
viewing ballots on cameras and computer screens.  

• There needs to be contingency plans for a situation like what happened 
in Newfoundland.  

• J. Sahota suggested that there were spikes in COVID after the BC and 
Saskatchewan provincial elections.  
 

Bloc Québécois 
(C. Normandin) 

BQ MPs did not speak to the Bill, but asked a number of questions and made 
comments in response to CPC MPs’ remarks.  
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Ordinary polling days  

• The CEO recommended a two-day period to allow for more access to 
workers and polling locations; asked if CPC MPs thought that was a good 
idea.  

• Asked if the bill should be amended with respect to polling and 
advertising on election day because of the three-day period.  

 
New Democratic 
Party 
(G. Johns, J. 
Kwan) 
 

NDP MPs did not speak to the Bill, but asked a number of questions and made 
comments in response to CPC MPs’ remarks.  
 
Vote by mail / special ballot 

• Asked CPC MPs about the importance of ensuring the availability of 
mobile polls for seniors or electors with disabilities.  

• Asked if CPC MPs supported maintaining polling stations on campus. 
Other: 

• Asked CPC MPs if EC should consult with indigenous communities and 
the disability community to ensure safe and accessible voting.  

Green Party 
(E. May) 

GP MPs did not speak to the Bill, but asked a number of questions and made 
comments in response to CPC MPs’ remarks.  
 
Candidate signatures 

• E. May expressed concern over the collection of signatures by candidates 
during the pandemic.  

 
House of Commons 2nd Reading Debate  

Party/Member Topics / Summary 
May 10, 2021 

Liberal Party 
(Minister LeBlanc, 
E. Lambropoulos) 
 

LPC MPs spoke of the importance of being prepared for an election, and the 
Minister responded to questions and concerns about time allocation.  
 
Vote by mail / special ballot 

• Many Canadians will prefer to use mail-in ballots during the pandemic, 
the goal of the bill is to facilitate the use of this option. 

 
Long-term care (LTC) facilities 

• The most vulnerable Canadians should be able to exercise their right to 
vote without risk to their health. The 13 days in the bill will allow election 
workers and facilities to decide when and how voting will take place.  
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Sunset clause 
• Minister LeBlanc argued that clause 11 acts as a sunset clause and 

therefore, it is not necessary to debate this matter in committee.  
 
Other 

• We don’t know how long we’ll be in the pandemic, so we must find 
solutions rather than postponing elections like some provinces and 
municipalities have had to do.  

• Elections have been held around the world with strict public health 
measures.  

 
Time allocation motion 

• Minister LeBlanc argued that it’s time for PROC to study the Bill and 
make necessary amendments. The Bill includes modest amendments that 
will apply only to the next election.   

• The changes respond to a report tabled by the CEO. It would be wise to 
offer more flexibility to EC, including for electors who live in long-term 
care.  

• Noted important considerations brought forward by the NDP, like 
campus voting and the possibility of using Canada Post locations in 
rural areas to apply to receive a special ballot.  

• When asked why the bill was introduced before PROC tabled its report, 
the Minister said it was important to allow MPs the time to consider it 
over the holiday break.  

• The government is not interested in an election, but the official 
opposition continues to vote against confidence matters.  
 

Conservative 
Party 
(G. Deltell, M. 
Gladu, W. Steinly, 
R. Harder, P. 
Kent, D. Kurek) 
 
 

Conservative MPs reminded the House of PROC’s unanimous recommendation 
that there not be an election during the pandemic, and argued against invoking 
time allocation on a bill to amend the Canada Elections Act.  
 
Ordinary polling days  

• Going from one-day to three-day polling period, extending voting hours 
and extending the maximum writ period provides safer voting. These 
changes are beneficial for long term care facilities, as well as for EC to 
prepare election officials and polling stations for Canadians who will 
choose to vote in person.  

 
Long-term care facilities 

• Experts on this legislation do not encourage going into long-term care 
facilities and running the election for 13 days. 
 

Vote by mail / special ballot 
• Given the new powers granted to the CEO for early mail-in ballots and 

extended poll hours, there is absolutely no reason for any ballots 
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received after polls close on the last day of election period to be 
counted. Having ballot boxes at the polling stations to collect mail-in 
ballots would be a very good thing. 
 

CEO power to adapt the Act 
• P. Kent said that while he accepts the extension of the CEO’s power to 

adapt the Act, he opposes the provision that would “expand his 
determination of ‘’satisfactory proof of identity and voter residence’’. P. 
Kent argued that “pandemic protocols should not enable voter fraud that 
already exists in non-pandemic elections.” 
 

Sunset clause 

• There should be a sunset clause in the Bill that would expire when the 
pandemic is over.  

• The current bill lacks clarity about when the changes will expire. Electors 
should have clear information about the electoral process.   

 
Time allocation motion 

• Argued against invoking time allocation on a bill to amend the Canada 
Elections Act as it affects Canadian democracy.  

 

Bloc Québécois 
(L. Therrien, Y. 
Perron, L. Chabot) 
 
 

BQ MPs did not speak to the bill itself, but voiced opposition to the use of time 
allocation to end debate on the bill.   
 
Time allocation motion 

• Time allocation should not be moved on a bill that affects elections. 
There should be additional time for debate. Changes to the CEA require 
consensus.  

• The bill has not taken into account PROC’s study of the CEO’s 
recommendations.  
 

New Democratic 
Party 
(D. Blaikie, P. 
Julian, L. 
Matheson) 
 

NDP MPs did not speak to the bill itself, but supported the government’s time 
allocation motion because of the need to look at the bill in case of an election.   
 
Other 

• Expressed concerns about the safety of electors and asked Mr. Kent 
about what were his thoughts in regard to voter identification and a 
lengthy writ period for seniors’ homes. 

 
Time allocation motion 

• The election in NFLD showed that an election during a pandemic can be 
damaging to the democratic process.  

• The official opposition has stalled this bill; we need to look at this bill in 
committee because we cannot trust the Prime Minister to not call an 
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election during the pandemic. NDP MPs asked the Minister to promise 
that the PM would not call an election during the pandemic.  

• The NDP offered to hold extra hours this week to debate Bill C-19, but 
the other parties refused.  
 

Green Party 
(E. May, P. 
Manley) 

GP MPs did not speak to the bill itself, but voiced opposition to the use of time 
allocation to end debate on the bill.   
 
Other 

• Expressed disappointment that the bill did not include electoral system 
reform to allow for more proportional allocation of seats in the House.  
 

Time allocation motion 

• We want the best possible legislation in case of an election during the 
pandemic; pushing those changes through without proper debate is 
disappointing.  
 

House of Commons, Question Period 
Party/Member Topics / Summary 

April 16, 2021 
Independent 
(J. Wilson 
Raybould) 
 
 

[MP Jody Wilson Raybould] Madam Speaker, I think I speak for the vast majority 
of Canadians when I say that we do not want an election during the third wave of 
this pandemic, particularly one clearly motivated by partisan opportunism. That 
said, an election unfortunately still remains a possibility, so I will ask a very 
specific question. 
 
Can the minister please advise whether the government has any intention of 
seeing Bill C-19 become law, whether the Chief Electoral Officer has indicated he 
is COVID prepared and how quickly after royal assent he would be able to give 
notice that the temporary changes are in force? 
 
[MP Kevin Lamoureux] Madam Speaker, I think it is important for us to recognize 
that we are, in fact, in a minority Parliament. No one knows what that means in 
terms of what can happen. The Chief Electoral Officer says we need to be ready if 
an election happens and Elections Canada, which is recognized around the world 
as an authority on independent elections, I am sure will ensure that Canada will 
be ready. 
 
With respect to Bill C-19, we will continue to move forward in the best way we 
can. 
 

May 11, 2021 
Bloc Québécois 
(Y-F Blanchet) 

[MP Yves-François Blanchet] Mr. Speaker, at the beginning of the pandemic, we 
all agreed that we did not want an election during a pandemic. 

https://apps.ourcommons.ca/ParlDataWidgets/en/bill/11031427
https://apps.ourcommons.ca/ParlDataWidgets/en/bill/11031427
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The government has consulted on what could be changed in the Canada Elections 
Act in this context, but it did not finish the job. It has introduced a bill but has not 
allowed anyone to study it. Now it has to impose a gag order, with help from the 
NDP, to allow an election during the pandemic. 
 
Does the Prime Minister want an election during the pandemic? 
 
[The Hon. Prime Minister] Mr. Speaker, the answer is no. 
 
With the bill that we are now referring to committee, parliamentarians will be 
able to study ways to hold an election safely during a pandemic. However, we do 
not want an election. 
 
It was the Bloc Québécois and the Conservative Party that voted against a 
confidence motion that could have made the government fall. They are the ones 
who seem to want an election. 
 
We on this side of the House are working to support Canadians and get them 
through this pandemic. 

 
[MP Yves-François Blanchet] Mr. Speaker, there is a slight difference. I am not 
afraid of an election; bring it on. We just do not want one during the pandemic. 
 
Elections are not normally held during pandemics. If there is no pandemic, there 
is no need for legislation to manage an election during a pandemic. The only 
logical conclusion is that the government wants an election during the pandemic 
 
What is the Prime Minister's priority? 
 
Is his priority the health, lives and safety of the people, or does he want to take 
advantage of the Conservatives' weakness to call an election immediately? 

 
[The Hon. Prime Minister] Mr. Speaker, that logic is a little far-fetched, 
unfortunately. 
 
This pandemic has taught us that it is important to be ready for anything. When 
we are in a minority government situation, we know an election could be 
triggered at any time. The Bloc Québécois and the Conservatives actually voted 
for an election just a few weeks ago. 
 
We will make sure we are prepared if there is an election, but we do not want an 
election. The opposition parties are the only ones talking about an election.  
 
We, in contrast, are working for Canadians. 
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May 12, 2021 
Bloc Québécois 
(Y-F. Blanchet) 

[MP Yves-François Blanchet] Mr. Speaker, yesterday when we asked the Prime 
Minister if he wanted to call an election during a pandemic, he clearly said no.  
 
However, I have read just about every commentary by just about every analyst 
and nobody but nobody believes him. This may be an opportunity for the Prime 
Minister to try to achieve a consensus. 
     
I propose that he organize a private meeting with whoever he wants. It could be 
the leaders of the all the parties here. We could meet in a room, reach a 
consensus and apply it without closure. 
 
[The Hon. Prime Minister] Mr. Speaker, since the beginning of this pandemic, we 
have shown that we are here to work with the opposition parties and to meet 
the expectations of Canadians and that is exactly what we are doing. Our priority 
is to continue to deliver vaccines and provide support to families, workers and 
small businesses. 
 
We will continue to operate in the House if the opposition parties are here to 
work. Unfortunately, the Bloc Québécois voted twice in favour of an election a 
few weeks ago by voting non-confidence in the House. It is the Bloc that is 
interested in having an election. We are not interested. 

 
[MP Yves-François Blanchet] Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister should have the 
wisdom to recognize and consider opportunities for consensus. 
 
I encourage him to call a meeting to discuss with whoever he likes, but it could be 
with the party leaders if everyone is on board with that. We could study the 
content of the legislation, reach a consensus and apply it thereafter, following a 
parliamentary process and avoiding an awful closure motion in order to come to 
a democratic agreement. 

 
[The Hon. Prime Minister] Mr. Speaker, we have been trying for months on end 
to enact a bill to make elections safer during a pandemic. We are very pleased 
that the bill will be studied in committee so that all parties can examine it.  
 
No one wants an election during the pandemic. However, if an election was 
triggered by the opposition voting against the government, it must be held 
safely. In recent months, opposition parties have voted in favour of an election 
14 times. 
 
As for us, we are doing what we are doing to meet Canadians' expectations.  
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House of Commons, Report Stage 
Party/Member Topics / Summary 

Amendments on Notice Paper (June 23, 2021) 
 
 

The proposed amendments would: 
1. Remove the new “electronic signatures provisions” added at PROC 

through Government motion G-1. 
2. Remove the ability to establish polling stations in long-term care facilities 

up to 13 days before the first day of the polling period, and the limit to 
open for not more than 28 hours during that period. 

3. Remove the three-day polling period in relation to a fixed-date general 
election. 

4. Remove the three-day polling period. 
5. Remove the ability to receive the special ballot no later than 6:00pm on 

the Tuesday following the last day of the polling period when that last 
day—the Monday—is a holiday. 

6. Remove the ability for electors to obtain an application for registration 
and special ballot at any post office in Canada. 

 

https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/house/sitting-124/order-notice/page-13
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Introduction 

The table below provides publicly-available information about the requirements for elector and witness signatures on candidate nomination forms 

in Canadian provinces and territories.  

The signatures of electors consenting to a candidacy are required in all  jurisdictions except for Nunavut (NU). One or more witnesses to the 

signatures of electors consenting to a candidacy are required in all jurisdictions except for British Columbia (BC), Manitoba (MB), Prince Edward 

Island (PE), and Nunavut (NU). 

Among jurisdictions that require a witness(es) to electors consenting to a candidacy, more than half impose it as a legislative requirement, the 

remainder imposing it administratively or otherwise.  Depending on the jurisdiction, the witness must initial or sign each signature (e.g. in Nova 

Scotia (NS)) in the candidate nomination papers or at the bottom of the form (e.g. Alberta (AB)) or in both places (e.g. Saskatchewan (SK)). 

A search of the publicly-available information about these requirements shows that none of  the jurisdictions appear to use an electronic tool for 
collecting e-signatures of electors consenting to a candidacy, or their witnesses. In addition, no Chief Electoral Officer orders or directives related to 
witnesses’ signatures were found in jurisdictions that have held “pandemic” elections. However in BC, the CEO issued an order so that declarations 
related to the collection of nominators’ signatures may be made orally instead of in writing (see pg 23 of the linked document). 

 
An annex provides relevant forms and links to provincial and territorial information.  

 

Table 

Jurisdiction Signatures of electors consenting to candidacy Witnesses to electors consenting to candidacy 

AB 

• 25 signatures.1 
• Fields: name, address, and signature.2 
• Submit via candidate nomination form (E-18-405), which must be 

fi led with the RO.  
• “All forms must contain original signatures; faxed or photocopied 

signatures will not be accepted.”3 

• Witness(es) required, per Elections Act4 
• Bottom of form (name and signature) 
• Witness must swear/affirm that they “witnessed the signatures of the electors 

recorded on this Candidate Nomination Paper.”5 Signatures must be “in the presence 
of the witness”. 

BC 

• 75 signatures. 
• Fields: date, name, address, and signature. 
• Submit via Candidate Nomination Application (320) 
• Alternative options for collection: orally6 (see CEO order);7 

electronically; 8 or via tablet.9 

• Witness(es) not required. 
• However: the individual accepting an oral nomination must provide their name and 

sign a declaration that they have received the oral nomination declaration.10 

https://elections.bc.ca/docs/EA-ORD006-2020toEA-ORD013-2020_September21_2020.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/EA-ORD006-2020toEA-ORD013-2020_September21_2020.pdf
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Jurisdiction Signatures of electors consenting to candidacy Witnesses to electors consenting to candidacy 

MB 

• 50 signatures.11 
• Fields: name, address, signature.12 
• Submit via candidate nomination form (Form 400 – Part 3), which 

can be submitted via fax or email13 (TBD) 

• Witness(es) not required. 

NB 

• 25 signatures.14 
• Fields: name, address, and signature. 
• Submit via candidate nomination form (P 04 001, Part F) 
• Submitted in person.15 

• Witness(es) required, per Elections Act.16 
• Line-by-line (signature), at top of form (name), and end of form (name, address, 

signature)17 
• Witness must swear/affirm that electors are qualified and that they signed in their 

presence.18 

NL 

• 10 signatures.19 
• Fields: name, signature, and address.20  
• Submit via candidate nomination form (N1-N5) 

• Witness required, per Elections Act, 1991.21 (candidate’s witness must vouch for 
nominators’ status as elector) 

• At end of the form (first, last, address, signature). 
• No line-by-line initialling or signatures. 
• Witness must swear/attest.22 

NS 

• 5 signatures.23 
• Fields: name, address, and signature. Declaration incorporated. 
• Submit via candidate nomination paper (Form 105). Original must 

be submitted in-person.24 

• Witness(es) required, but not per legislation (may be an administrative requirement). 
• Line-by-line (first, last, signature).  
• Oath incorporated. 

NT 

• 15 signatures.25 
• Fields: name, address, and signature.26 
• Submit via candidate nomination form (Form 2010 – Part 2) 
• Accepted only in person.27 

• Witness(es) required, per Elections and Plebiscites Act28 
• Line-by-line (initials) and at bottom of form (name, address, signature, initials) 
• Witness must swear/affirm they “know the persons whose signatures I have 

witnessed above and believe them to be eligible electors…”29  
• Nominator must sign in presence of witness.30 

NU 
• No signatures required. No mention in Declaration of Candidacy 

form,31 in Nunavut Elections Act, or in Elections Regulations (esp. 
s. 13) 

• Witness(es) not required. 

ON 

• 25 signatures.32 
• Fields: name, address, and signature. Declaration incorporated.33 
• Submit via candidate nomination paper (F0400), which can be 

submitted in person or by e-mail, mail, or fax.34 

• Witness(es) required, but not per legislation (may be an administrative requirement). 
• At bottom of page (first, last name, address, signature).  
• No oath or declaration incorporated. 
• No line-by-line initialling or signatures. 

PE 
• 25 signatures.35 
• Fields: name/signature, and address.36 
• Submit via nomination paper. 

• Witness(es) not required.37 

QC 
• 100 signatures.38 
• Fields: name, address, and signature.39 

• Witness(es) required, per Election Act42 
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Jurisdiction Signatures of electors consenting to candidacy Witnesses to electors consenting to candidacy 

• Submit via “Nomination paper” (D-42-VA/F) 
• Submit nomination papers to RO.40 May be able to send in 

nomination paper by mail, e-mail or fax.41 

• Line-by-line (initials) and at top of form (name, address (if mandatary), phone and 
email (if mandatary), initials, signature)  

• Witness must declare under oath, before the RO, that they know the persons whose 
supporting signatures appear on the nomination paper, that they affixed their 
signatures in their presence and that, to their knowledge, they are electors of that 
electoral division.43 

SK 

• 4 signatures.44 
• Fields: name, address, and signature. 
• Submit via candidate nomination form (Form E 405), which must 

be submitted in-person.45 

• Witness(es) required, per Election Act, 199646 
• Line-by-line (signature) and at end of form (name, address, and signature). 
• Each signature may have a different witness, or same voter can witness all 

signatures.47 

• Witness must swear/affirm that they know nominators whose signatures they 
witnessed, that nominators are qualified, and that nominators signed in the witness’ 
presence.48 

YT 

• 25 signatures.49 
• Fields: name, address, and signature.50 Declaration incorporated.51 
• Submit via candidate nomination form (Form 101), which must be 

submitted in-person. 52 

• Witness(es) required, per Elections Act.53 
• Line-by-line (initials) and bottom of page (name, signature) 
• Each witness to use their own page54 

 



 

 

Provincial/Territorial Requirements for Elector and Witness Signatures on 
Candidate Nomination Forms  

DRAFT - Compiled from publicly available sources 

 

                                                                                                                                                  4                                                                                                                    
May 27, 2021 

Annex - Forms 

Alberta 

Form E-18-405 (available here) 

 

https://www.elections.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/Candidate-Nomination-Paper.pdf
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British Columbia 

Form 320 (available here) 

 

https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/fill%20in%20320.pdf
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New Brunswick 

Form P 04 001 (available here) 

 

 

https://www.electionsnb.ca/content/dam/enb/pdf/forms/P-04-001-NominationPaper-DeclarationDeCandidature(2020-02-04).pdf
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Newfoundland and Labrador 

Form N-1 (available here) 

 

https://www.elections.gov.nl.ca/elections/resources/forms/can/N1-N5.pdf
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Nova Scotia 

Form 105 (available here) 

 

https://electionsnovascotia.ca/sites/default/files/105_Candidate%20Nomination.pdf
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Northwest Territories 

Form 2010 (available here) 

 

https://www.electionsnwt.ca/sites/electionsnwt/files/nomination_paper_2019-08-28.pdf
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Ontario 

Form F0400 (available here) 

 

 

Quebec 

Form DGE-42-VF (available here) 

https://www.elections.on.ca/content/dam/NGW/sitecontent/2017/politicalentities/F0400%20-%20Candidate%20Nomination%20Paper.pdf
http://legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/fr/resource/cr/E-3.3R17_FR_001_002.pdf?langCont=fr&digest=7F1C9E21DED9FC1D449992AA2914CE98
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Form DGE-42-VA (available here) 

 

http://legisquebec.gouv.qc.ca/en/resource/cr/E-3.3R17_EN_001_002.pdf?langCont=en&digest=D30D343FEDC1750FB58C3A90CC477191
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Saskatchewan 

Form E-405 (available here) 

 

https://cdn.elections.sk.ca/upload/WEB-E-405.pdf
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Yukon 

Form 102 (available here) 

 

1 Election Act, s. 59(1). 
2 https://www.elections.ab.ca/elections/run-as-a-candidate/ and https://www.elections.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/Candidate-
Nomination-Paper.pdf 
3 https://www.elections.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/Guide-for-Candidate-on-Election-Act.pdf (pg 1-4) 
4 Election Act, s. 59(2). https://www.elections.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/Candidate-Nomination-Paper.pdf 
5 Election Act, s. 59(2) and 61(1). See, also, the form itself. 
6 https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/320C.pdf  
7 EA-ORD013-2020, available here: https://elections.bc.ca/docs/EA-ORD006-2020toEA-ORD013-2020_September21_2020.pdf (pg 
23) 
8 https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/320B.pdf  
9 https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/320A-Candidate%20Nomination%20Booklet-
Collecting%20Signatures%20on%20a%20Tablet.pdf  
10 See the form, and https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/320C.pdf (pg 1) 
11 The Elections Act, s. 55(6). https://www.electionsmanitoba.ca/downloads/chklist_nomination_eng.pdf (pg 8) 
12 https://www.electionsmanitoba.ca/downloads/chklist_nomination_eng.pdf (pg 4) 
13 https://www.electionsmanitoba.ca/downloads/chklist_nomination_eng.pdf (pg 6) 
14 Elections Act, s. 51. See also: https://www.electionsnb.ca/content/enb/en/representatives/provincial-candidates/pci.html#1  
15 https://www.electionsnb.ca/content/dam/enb/pdf/forms/P04301-InformationforPotentialCandidates-2018-03-09.pdf (pg 4) 
16 Elections Act, s. 51(5). See also: https://www.electionsnb.ca/content/enb/en/representatives/provincial-candidates/pci.html#1  

                                                             

https://electionsyukon.ca/sites/elections/files/nomination_by_qualified_electors_-_form_102.pdf
https://www.elections.ab.ca/elections/run-as-a-candidate/
https://www.elections.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/Guide-for-Candidate-on-Election-Act.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/320C.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/EA-ORD006-2020toEA-ORD013-2020_September21_2020.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/320B.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/320A-Candidate%20Nomination%20Booklet-Collecting%20Signatures%20on%20a%20Tablet.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/320A-Candidate%20Nomination%20Booklet-Collecting%20Signatures%20on%20a%20Tablet.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/forms/320C.pdf
https://www.electionsmanitoba.ca/downloads/chklist_nomination_eng.pdf
https://www.electionsmanitoba.ca/downloads/chklist_nomination_eng.pdf
https://www.electionsmanitoba.ca/downloads/chklist_nomination_eng.pdf
https://www.electionsnb.ca/content/enb/en/representatives/provincial-candidates/pci.html#1
https://www.electionsnb.ca/content/dam/enb/pdf/forms/P04301-InformationforPotentialCandidates-2018-03-09.pdf
https://www.electionsnb.ca/content/enb/en/representatives/provincial-candidates/pci.html#1
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Introduction 

From November 2020 to January 2021, Elections Canada (EC) conducted an online survey, collecting data from 

72,198 poll workers in the 43rd federal general election (GE) about whether or not they would be interested in 

working again during the 44th GE.1 The primary objective of the survey was to provide returning officers with a 

refreshed inventory of potentially interested poll workers in their electoral district whom they could contact for 

recruitment purposes in the event of an election. The survey also provided information about the safety measures 

EC has adopted at the polls to ensure the health and safety of poll workers during the COVID-19 pandemic, so 

respondents could give an informed response. For research purposes, the survey included a small number of 

questions to measure poll workers’ level of concern about the COVID-19 pandemic.  

This research focus presents the selected survey findings and a preliminary analysis of the impact of poll workers’ 

concerns about COVID-19and their age on their level of interest in working the next GE. For completeness, a set 

of tables in the appendix provide a fuller set of survey results, broken down by region of Canada. 

Subsequent analysis will examine the relative impact of multiple factors in combination, as well as the impact that 

a change in concerns about COVID-19 might be expected to have on poll workers’ interest in working the next 

election. 

Considerations and Limitations 

Considering that the primary purpose of the survey was recruitment, caution is advised when interpreting the results, 

since they are provided unweighted and survey respondents may not be entirely representative of the population 

of all poll workers from the 43rd GE. In particular, the reader should note that:  

• The proportion of respondents who are interested in working the next GE is expected to be higher than it 

would be if all poll workers from the 43rd GE had responded to the survey. Those who were interested in 

working had a personal incentive to complete the survey in order to be contacted about potential work in the 

next election, while those who were not interested did not have a similar incentive to participate. 

In addition, the changing context of the COVID-19 pandemic requires that the results be considered in relation to 

the time period of the data collection: 

• The vast majority of the data were collected in December 2020, before the holiday season. Respondents’ 

concerns about COVID-19 and interest in working the next election may have evolved since the time they 

were surveyed, depending on various developments in different regions: for example, changing incidences of 

COVID-19 cases, new government measures, availability of vaccines, etc. 

                                                      

1 See the Methodological Notes at the end of this report for details on the survey methodology. 
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Findings 

Interest in working the next GE was very high among the previous poll workers who responded; issues 

with the hours or working conditions were ahead of COVID-19 as the main reason for not being 

interested. 

With the caveat that those interested in working the next election had more incentive to respond to the survey, 

interest in working in the 44th GE was very high among poll workers from the 43rd GE: Overall, 92% (66,038) of 

respondents said they are interested in working the next GE, including 77% (55,935) who said they are very 

interested. Only 4% of respondents said they were not at all interested. 

Among the 8% (5,851) of respondents who were not interested in or not sure about working the next GE, the main 

reason for their reluctance was the hours or working conditions, mentioned by one in four (24%), followed by one 

in five (21%) who cited concerns about COVID-19. 

 

77%

14% 2% 4% 2%

Very interested Somewhat
interested

Not that interested Not at all interested Not sure

Figure 1: GE43 poll worker interest in returning 
to work for EC in the next GE

Q. How interested would you be in returning to 
work for Elections Canada during the next general 
election? Base: all respondents; n=72,198.
Source: 2020 Poll Worker Recruitment Survey.

24%

21%

15%

14%

8%

5%

5%

4%

The hours or working conditions

Concerns about COVID-19

Not interested in working another
election

Not available to work another election

Pay reasons

Not sure when the election will be

Other

No particular reason

Figure 2: Main reason for being not interested in/ 
not sure about working the next GE

Q. What is the main reason you are (not interested in/not sure about) working in the next general election? (One 
response allowed.) Base: those who are not interested in or not sure about working in the next GE; n=5,851.
Source: 2020 Poll Worker Recruitment Survey.
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More personal concerns about COVID-19 have a small but meaningful impact on interest in working. 

When asked various questions about their level of concern regarding COVID-19, at least two-thirds of respondents 

said they were at least somewhat concerned about the virus in each case. However, people were more often very 

concerned about others, such as friends or family (40%) or people in their community (34%), becoming sick from 

COVID-19, rather than about themselves (24%).  

 

Higher levels of concern about COVID-19 tended to be linked to a small but still meaningful decrease in interest in 

working the next GE—but the decrease in interest tended to be larger when concerns were more personal: 

• Those who were very concerned about becoming sick from COVID-19 themselves were less likely to be  

very interested in working the next GE (74%), compared with those who were somewhat concerned or  

less (79%).2 

• Those who were very concerned about friends or family becoming sick were also less likely to be very 

interested in working the next GE (75%), compared with those who were somewhat concerned or less (80%). 

• In contrast, there was no significant difference in being very interested in working the next GE between those 

who were very concerned about people in their community becoming sick (77%) and those who were 

somewhat concerned or less (78%). 

Being at high risk for COVID-19, or having an immediate contact who is, had the greatest impact on 

interest in working the next GE. 

About a quarter (24%) of respondents said they consider themselves or someone in their immediate social circle to 

be at high risk for COVID-19. This factor had the single greatest impact on respondents’ interest in working the  

next GE: 

• Those who consider themselves or an immediate contact to be at high risk for COVID-19 were much less 

likely to be very interested in working the next GE (65%), compared with those who do not (83%). 

                                                      

2 Throughout this report, differences in the results between groups are statistically significant at the 95% confidence level or higher. 

40%

34%

24%

39%

46%

43%

13%

12%

22%

5%

3%

8%

Friends or family becoming sick

People in your community becoming sick

Personally becoming sick from COVID-19

Figure 3: GE 43 poll worker general concerns about COVID-19

Very concerned Somewhat concerned Not that concerned Not at all concerned

Q. In general, how concerned are you about each of the following? Base: all respondents; n=70,203.
Source: 2020 Poll Worker Recruitment Survey.
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• Furthermore, those who consider themselves or an immediate contact to be at high risk for COVID-19 were 

more likely to be not all interested in working (8%) compared to those who do not (2%). 

Relatively small decreases in interest in working the 44th GE among older respondents are meaningful, 

given the high median age of poll workers from the 43rd GE. 

Similar to the profile of election officers from the Survey of Election Officers for the 43rd GE, respondents to the 

survey on interest in working in the 44th GE were much more likely to be women and/or older in age disproportionate 

to the Canadian population: 

• More than two-thirds (69%) of respondents were women. 

• The median age of respondents was 60 years, with nearly a third (32%) aged 65 or older. 

• Only about a quarter (24%) of respondents were between the ages of 16 and 44, inclusive. 

There were no significant differences between men and women in their levels of concern about COVID-19 or their 

interest or disinterest in working the next GE.  

However, respondents were more likely to say they are very concerned about personally becoming sick from 

COVID-19 when they were aged 65 to 74 years (28%) or 75 or older (33%), compared with all younger age groups 

(a range of 16% to 22%). They were also more likely to say that they consider themselves or someone in their 

immediate social circle to be at high risk for COVID-19 (27% of those aged 65 to 74 and 30% of those aged 75 or 

older, compared with a range of 21% to 25% among younger age groups). 

Recalling that these two factors were associated with somewhat lower interest in working the next GE, it is 

notable that interest in working the next GE decreased after age 64:  

Figure 4: Respondents by age and gender 

Base: all respondents; n=69,933. 
Source: 2020 Poll Worker Recruitment Survey. 

https://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=res&dir=rec/eval/pes2019/seo&document=p3&lang=e#sec5
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• Respondents aged 55 to 64 were more likely to be interested (93%) or very interested (81%) in working the 

next election than those aged 65 to 74 (90% interested, 77% very interested) and 75 or older (88% interested, 

73% very interested). 

• Respondents aged 16 to 24 and 25 to 34 were equally likely to say they were very interested (76%) as those 

aged 65 to 74 (77%); however, they were more likely to say they were at least somewhat interested (95% and 

93% compared with 90%, respectively). 

 

These relatively small differences in interest by age could be expected to have meaningful impacts on recruitment 

levels, given the number of poll workers required and the past tendency of poll workers to be disproportionately 

older. In ordinary times, increasing age would itself already be a factor in a person deciding not to work another 

election—and it is worth mentioning that among respondents aged 75 or older who said they did not want to work 

again, they most often said they were simply not interested in working another election as the reason (25%, 

compared with 21% who cited concerns about COVID-19). Still, the impact of concerns about the COVID-19 

pandemic on interest in working an election seem likely to exacerbate existing challenges associated with relying 

disproportionately on recruiting older persons to work the polls. 

95% 93% 94% 95% 93%
90% 88%

76% 76% 80% 83% 81% 77% 73%

19% 17%
14%

12% 12%
13%

15%

16 to 24 years 25 to 34 years 35 to 44 years 45 to 54 years 55 to 64 years 65 to 74 years 75 years or
more

Figure 5: Interest of GE 43 poll workers in working the next GE, by age

Very interested Somewhat interestedBase: all respondents; n=69,933.
Source: 2020 Poll Worker Recruitment Survey.
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Methodological Notes 

The 2020 Poll Worker Recruitment Survey was conducted by the Research Division of the Public Affairs and Civic 

Education branch, in collaboration with and on behalf of the Field Governance and Operational Readiness branch 

of the Electoral Events and Innovation sector. 

The primary objective of the survey was to develop a refreshed inventory of potential poll workers that could be 

shared with returning officers to directly support their recruitment activities. Given this objective, an attempt was 

made to invite all poll workers from the 43rd GE to participate, provided they had consented to be contacted by EC 

via email and had a working email address on record. Fielding of the survey was conducted on a rolling basis across 

all provinces and territories from November 26, 2020, to January 13, 2021. All regions of Canada had received the 

initial invitations by December 9; all final reminders were sent by December 15. 

Out of a total list of 208,997 poll workers for the 43rd GE, 118,125 (56.5%) had what were assumed to be working 

email addresses and were therefore invited via email to complete a five-minute online questionnaire hosted on the 

Voxco survey platform. Emails were successfully sent without bouncing to 105,360 (89.2%) of these addresses.  

Ultimately, 72,198 of invited poll workers (61.1%) responded to at least the question about being interested in 

working the GE, while 70,364 (59.6%) completed the entire survey. 

No random procedures were used to select survey participants, so the results have no margins of sampling error. 

However, there are two known and expected non-random sources of error that may cause bias and need to be 

considered when interpreting the results from respondents as representative of the population of poll workers from 

the 43rd GE: 

1. Coverage bias: The quantity and quality of available email addresses was not uniform across all electoral 

districts, with districts having varying proportions of poll workers who provided their email address and varying 

data quality for the emails that were collected. One known source of coverage error is that no email 

addresses were available for one of the 338 electoral districts. The extent of coverage error for the remaining 

337 electoral districts that had at least some email addresses has not yet been evaluated. It is possible that 

these gaps in coverage could bias the aggregate results, since regions that have better coverage would have 

more relative weight than regions with poor coverage. That said, these errors may not significantly bias results 

if cases are effectively missing at random at the aggregate level—for example, results for the missing 

electoral district could be made up for by responses from nearby electoral districts that have good-quality 

coverage, assuming the views and characteristics of poll workers are similar across that neighbourhood. It 

would be possible to correct for coverage error by weighting the data that adjusts for uneven coverage by 

electoral district; however, for the sake of timeliness, the results have been provided unweighted. 

2. Non-response bias: A degree of bias is expected in favour of those who are more interested in working the 

next GE, since respondents were told their information would be shared with their local Elections Canada 

office so that they could be contacted about potential work in a future election. They therefore had an 

incentive to participate. As a corollary, those with less interest in working the GE had no similar incentive and 

are therefore expected to have participated less often. As a consequence, the proportions of results for 

interest in working the GE are in particular considered to represent survey respondents only—they are not 

generalizable to the broader population of poll workers for the 43rd GE. 
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Appendix: Survey Results by Region of Canada 

Figure 1: Interest in working in the next GE 
Total 

(n ≤ 72,198) 

Region of Canada 

Atlantic 
provinces 
(n ≤ 4,974) 

Quebec 
(n ≤ 

14,309) 

Ontario 
(n ≤ 

25,896) 

Prairie 
provinces 
(n ≤ 5,341) 

Alberta 
(n ≤ 

10,710) 

British 
Columbia 

(n ≤ 
10,740) 

Territories 
(n ≤ 228) 

How interested would you be in returning to work for Elections Canada during the next general election? (n = 72,198) 

Very interested 77% 77% 79% 79% 71% 80% 72% 68% 

Somewhat interested 14% 14% 12% 14% 18% 13% 18% 18% 

Not that interested 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% 3% 

Not at all interested 4% 4% 5% 3% 6% 3% 5% 6% 

Not sure 2% 3% 3% 2% 3% 2% 2% 4% 

What is the main reason you are not interested in (or not sure about) working in the next general election? (n = 5,851) 

The hours or working conditions 24% 19% 20% 25% 22% 22% 33% 28% 

Concerns about COVID-19 21% 22% 27% 23% 17% 18% 16% 17% 

Not interested in working another election 15% 19% 15% 13% 22% 16% 13% 10% 

Not available to work another election 14% 13% 15% 14% 10% 16% 14% 17% 

Pay reasons 8% 8% 5% 9% 7% 11% 8% 3% 

Not sure when the election will be 5% 5% 6% 4% 6% 6% 4% 14% 

Other 5% 7% 3% 5% 8% 5% 7% 3% 

No particular reason 4% 5% 6% 3% 5% 3% 3% 3% 

Which days would you be interested in working as a poll worker? (n = 65,851) 

Polling day 13% 14% 13% 13% 16% 15% 12% 13% 

Advance polling days 5% 4% 5% 4% 5% 4% 7% 3% 

Both polling day and advance polling days 71% 71% 71% 73% 67% 71% 68% 67% 
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Figure 1: Interest in working in the next GE 
Total 

(n ≤ 72,198) 

Region of Canada 

Atlantic 
provinces 
(n ≤ 4,974) 

Quebec 
(n ≤ 

14,309) 

Ontario 
(n ≤ 

25,896) 

Prairie 
provinces 
(n ≤ 5,341) 

Alberta 
(n ≤ 

10,710) 

British 
Columbia 

(n ≤ 
10,740) 

Territories 
(n ≤ 228) 

No preference 9% 10% 10% 8% 10% 8% 10% 14% 

Don’t know 2% 1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 3% 3% 

Which positions would you be interested in working? Select all that apply. (n = 65,606) 

Deputy returning officer 50% 46% 62% 49% 46% 50% 44% 40% 

Central poll supervisor 30% 32% 29% 32% 30% 27% 29% 28% 

Registration officer 35% 34% 30% 37% 34% 34% 40% 34% 

Information officer 27% 27% 22% 28% 28% 26% 30% 22% 

Other (e.g. poll clerk, office worker, etc.) 8% 3% 3% 10% 13% 11% 9% 9% 

No preference 18% 24% 14% 17% 19% 21% 20% 29% 

 

Figure 2: Concerns about COVID-19 
Total 

(n ≤ 72,198) 

Region of Canada 

Atlantic 
provinces 
(n ≤ 4,974) 

Quebec 
(n ≤ 

14,309) 

Ontario 
(n ≤ 

25,896) 

Prairie 
provinces 
(n ≤ 5,341) 

Alberta 
(n ≤ 

10,710) 

British 
Columbia 

(n ≤ 
10,740) 

Territories 
(n ≤ 228) 

How concerned are you about … personally becoming sick from COVID-19? (n = 70,203) 

Very concerned 24% 30% 11% 28% 24% 24% 28% 22% 

Somewhat concerned 43% 46% 38% 43% 46% 44% 45% 41% 

Not that concerned 22% 18% 33% 19% 20% 19% 19% 23% 

Not at all concerned 8% 4% 11% 7% 6% 9% 6% 9% 

Don’t know 1% 1% 3% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 
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Figure 2: Concerns about COVID-19 
Total 

(n ≤ 72,198) 

Region of Canada 

Atlantic 
provinces 
(n ≤ 4,974) 

Quebec 
(n ≤ 

14,309) 

Ontario 
(n ≤ 

25,896) 

Prairie 
provinces 
(n ≤ 5,341) 

Alberta 
(n ≤ 

10,710) 

British 
Columbia 

(n ≤ 
10,740) 

Territories 
(n ≤ 228) 

How concerned are you about … friends or family becoming sick? (n = 70,203) 

Very concerned 40% 48% 23% 45% 43% 41% 46% 41% 

Somewhat concerned 39% 40% 40% 38% 41% 40% 38% 36% 

Not that concerned 13% 9% 23% 10% 10% 11% 10% 13% 

Not at all concerned 5% 2% 8% 4% 4% 5% 3% 5% 

Don’t know 1% 1% 3% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 

How concerned are you about … people in your community becoming sick? (n = 70,203) 

Very concerned 34% 43% 17% 39% 37% 34% 41% 41% 

Somewhat concerned 46% 45% 46% 45% 48% 47% 46% 41% 

Not that concerned 12% 8% 21% 9% 9% 11% 8% 9% 

Not at all concerned 3% 1% 7% 3% 2% 3% 2% 6% 

Don’t know 2% 1% 6% 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 

Do you consider yourself or someone in your immediate social circle to be at high risk for COVID-19? (n = 70,102) 

Yes 24% 24% 21% 23% 28% 25% 25% 27% 

No 61% 63% 61% 63% 56% 61% 61% 60% 

Don’t know 11% 10% 15% 11% 12% 10% 11% 11% 
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Figure 3: Respondent 
characteristics 

Total 
(n ≤ 

72,198) 

Region of Canada 

Atlantic 
provinces 
(n ≤ 4,974) 

Quebec 
(n ≤ 14,309) 

Ontario 
(n ≤ 25,896) 

Prairie 
provinces 
(n ≤ 5,341) 

Alberta 
(n ≤ 10,710) 

British 
Columbia 

(n ≤ 10,740) 

Territories 
(n ≤ 228) 

Gender (n = 70,033) 

Female 69% 75% 66% 69% 73% 70% 69% 72% 

Male 29% 23% 33% 29% 25% 28% 30% 26% 

Non-binary/transgender 0.2% - - - - - - - 

Age (n = 69,933) 

16 to 24 years 9% 5% 7% 11% 6% 8% 13% 4% 

25 to 34 years 7% 5% 7% 9% 4% 8% 6% 11% 

35 to 44 years 8% 7% 6% 9% 7% 10% 6% 9% 

45 to 54 years 10% 10% 8% 11% 9% 13% 9% 10% 

55 to 64 years 24% 26% 28% 23% 26% 23% 22% 23% 

65 to 74 years 26% 34% 31% 23% 32% 22% 26% 22% 

75 years or more 5% 6% 6% 5% 7% 5% 6% 6% 
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Introduction 

On October 26, 2020, Elections Canada (EC) conducted two by-elections in the ridings of Toronto Centre and 

York Centre. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, EC implemented new safety measures and a single poll 

worker model at polling places for the first time in the by-elections. Following the by-elections, EC conducted a 

special edition of the Survey of Election Officers in order to evaluate the effectiveness and impact of these safety 

measures from the perspective of election officers. Of the 761 election officers invited to participate, 386 (51%) 

completed the survey.1 

This research focus provides an analysis of selected survey results on how satisfied election officers were with 

the COVID-19 safety measures and protective equipment at the polls and how their experience with the safety 

measures might have impacted their overall satisfaction with the work experience, in comparison with the 

2019 general election (GE), or their willingness to work in another election in a pandemic context.  

Additional topline results not used in the analysis are provided in Appendix 1; a set of tables with all survey 

results, broken down by electoral district, are provided in Appendix 2. 

Summary of Findings 

• Election officers had largely positive views on their experience with the COVID-19 safety measures that were 

put in place for the by-elections: They felt informed about the safety measures before they went in to work at 

the polls (96%), they were satisfied with the protective personal equipment provided to them (92%), the safety 

measures made them feel safe (94%), and they thought the safety measures were effective for reducing the 

spread of COVID-19 (89%). That said, election officers were more split on whether they felt very safe (56%) 

or somewhat safe (38%), and on whether the safety measures were very effective (49%) or somewhat 

effective (40%). 

• Election officers were very satisfied overall with the conduct of the by-elections (64%) and said they were very 

likely to consider working again (84%); however, they were not quite as likely to be very satisfied with the 

working conditions as were election officers from the 2019 GE (48% versus 54%). 

• Election officers’ views on the quality of the working conditions depended considerably on their opinions of the 

safety measures: Those who had a less than very positive experience with the safety measures were much 

less likely to think the working conditions had been very good, compared with those who had a very positive 

experience with the safety measures. In particular, 67% of those who said the safety measures made them 

feel very safe said the working conditions were very good, compared with 23% of those who felt somewhat 

safe or less. 

                                                      

1 See the Methodological Notes at the end of this report for details on the survey methodology. 
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• However, election officers’ willingness to consider working in another election during the pandemic was only 

somewhat impacted by their experience with the safety measures or the working conditions: Diminished, but 

still large majorities of election officers said they were very likely to consider working again, even when their 

opinions of the COVID-19 safety measures or working conditions were less than very positive. In particular, 

93% of those who said the safety measures made them feel very safe said they were very likely to consider 

working again, compared with 72% among those who felt somewhat safe or less. 

Findings2 

Experience with COVID-19 Safety Measures During the By-elections 

Election officers had largely positive views of the COVID-19 safety measures that were put in place at the 

polls for the by-elections, although they were split on whether they thought the measures were very or 

somewhat safe and effective: 

• 96% said they felt informed about the COVID-19 safety measures when they first went into the polls, with 

71% saying they felt very informed. 

• 93% of election officers were satisfied with the personal protective equipment (PPE) provided to them, with 

69% saying they were very satisfied.  

• 94% said that the safety measures put in place by Elections Canada for COVID-19 made them feel safe, with 

56% saying they felt very safe.  

• 89% of election officers thought that the safety measures in place at the polls were effective for reducing the 

spread of COVID-19, with 49% saying the measures were very effective. 

 

                                                      

2 Throughout this report, differences identified in the results between elections or subgroups are statistically significant at the 95% confidence 

level or higher; percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding or, in certain cases, due to multiple responses being accepted. 

71%

69%

56%

49%

25%

24%

38%

40%

4%

5%

3%

4%

1%

2%

2%

2%

Felt informed about the COVID-19 safety
measures when they first went into the poll

Were satisfied with the PPE provided to them

Felt safe with the safety measures in place for
COVID-19

Thought the safety measures were effective for
reducing the spread of COVID-19

Figure 1: Election officer views on the COVID-19 safety measures at the polls

Very Somewhat Not very Not at all

Base: all respondents; n=383. 
Source: Survey of Election Officers for the October 2020 By-elections.
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Discomfort while wearing the face shield and mask was the main difficulty of working at the polls: 

A sizable minority of election officers (31%) agreed that the COVID-19 safety measures in place at the polls made 

their job difficult to do, although they more often somewhat agreed (24%) than strongly agreed (7%). In contrast, 

election officers more often strongly disagreed (45%) than somewhat disagreed (23%) that the safety measures 

made the job difficult. 

Among the 31% who agreed that the COVID-19 safety measures made their job difficult, the most commonly 

mentioned difficulty by far was with breathing, seeing, or experiencing discomfort while wearing the face shield 

and mask (44%), followed at a distance by difficulty communicating with others (8%) and difficulty maintaining 

physical distancing (6%). 

At times, election officers mentioned difficulties with communicating and maintaining physical distancing as 

consequences of difficulties with wearing the face shield and mask; for example, voters sometimes opted to move 

closer to election officers in order to overcome communication difficulties due to masks. 

 

 

7%

24% 23%

45%

2%

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree Don't know

Figure 2: Agree or disagree: COVID-19 safety measures 
at the polls made the job difficult to do

Q. How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement: COVID-19-
safety measures put in place at the polls made my job difficult to do. Base: all 
respondents; n=383.
Source: Survey of Election Officers for the October 2020 By-elections.

44%

8%

6%

5%

4%

21%

23%

Difficulty breathing, seeing, discomfort wearing
face shield and mask

Difficulty communicating

Difficulty maintaining physical distancing

Lack of poll clerk

Took time to process voters

Other

Don't know

Figure 3: Reasons COVID-19 safety measures made working at the polls difficult

Q. How did the COVID-19 safety measures make your job difficult? (Open-ended; multiple responses coded.) Base: those 
who agreed strongly or somewhat that COVID-19 safety measures at the polls made the job difficult; n=114.
Source: Survey of Election Officers for the October 2020 By-elections.



 Results from the October 2020 By-election Survey of Election Officers | Research Focus 

Prepared by PACE Research – February 2021 Page | 4 

Overall Satisfaction with the By-election Work Experience 

Election officers were very satisfied overall with the way the by-elections went and were very likely to 

consider working in another election, even during a pandemic: 

• 95% of election officers were satisfied with the way the by-election went at their polling station, including 64% 

who said they were very satisfied. This is higher than the level obtained in the Survey of Election Officers for 

the 2019 GE, when 90% said they were satisfied and 53% said they were very satisfied with the way the 

election went at their polling station. 

• 96% of election officers in the by-elections said it is likely they would consider working again, including 84% 

who said it is very likely, even if an election were to be called in the next year while the pandemic is ongoing. 

But opinions of the quality of the working conditions at the polls were somewhat lower for the by-

elections than for the 2019 GE: 

• 92% of election officers said that the working conditions they experienced during the by-elections were at 

least fairly good, with 48% saying they were very good. While the proportion who said working conditions 

were at least fairly good was unchanged from the 2019 GE, the proportion who said conditions were very 

good was down 6 percentage points from 54%, according to the Survey of Election Officers for the 43rd GE. 

Impact of COVID-19 Safety Measures on Satisfaction with the Work Experience 

To determine whether election officers’ experiences with the COVID-19 safety measures had an impact on their 

overall view of working conditions or their willingness to work in another election in similar circumstances, the 

views of those who reported having a very positive experience with some aspect of the safety measures were 

compared with the views of those who had a somewhat positive experience or less.3  

Election officers’ views on the quality of the working conditions depended considerably on their 

experience and opinions of the COVID-19 safety measures: 

Across a number of measures, election officers were very likely to think the working conditions for the by-elections 

were very good when their opinions of the safety measures were very positive; however, they were much less 

likely to think the working conditions were very good when their experience was less than very positive. 

• 60% of those who felt very informed about the safety measures before working said the working conditions 

were very good, compared with 21% of those who felt somewhat informed or less (a 39 percentage-point 

difference). 

• 58% of those who were very satisfied with the PPE said the working conditions were very good, compared 

with 26% of those who were somewhat satisfied with the PPE or less (a 33 percentage-point difference). 

• 67% of those who said the safety measures made them feel very safe said the working conditions were very 

good, compared with 23% of those who felt somewhat safe or less (a 44 percentage-point difference). 

                                                      

3 For example, the views of those who said they felt very safe with the safety measures were compared with the views of those who 

collectively said they felt somewhat safe, somewhat unsafe, or very unsafe. Those who had a “less than very positive experience” should not 

be construed as groups with a negative view: Considering that only small proportions of respondents gave negative ratings to their 

experiences with the safety measures, these groups are primarily comprised of respondents who had a somewhat positive experience. 
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• 69% of those who thought the COVID-19 safety measures were very effective said the working conditions 

were very good, compared with 29% of those who thought safety measures were somewhat effective or less 

(a 40 percentage-point difference). 

Recalling that election officers were more split between being very positive and somewhat positive on the safety 

and effectiveness of the safety measures, the larger gaps in opinions on the working conditions for these 

measures might mostly explain why opinions of the working conditions for the by-elections were lower than for the 

2019 GE. 

 

Election officers’ willingness to consider working in another election during the pandemic was only 

somewhat impacted by their experience with the COVID-19 safety measures: 

Election officers in the by-elections were more likely to consider working in another election during the pandemic 

when their opinions of the COVID-19 safety measures were very positive, rather than somewhat positive or less. 

However, the impact this had on willingness to consider working again was less pronounced compared with the 

impact it had on views about the working conditions, with still-large proportions being very likely to consider 

working again despite having had a less than very positive experience: 

• 89% of those who felt very informed about the safety measures before working said they were very likely to 

consider working again, compared with 71% of those who felt somewhat informed or less (an 18 percentage-

point difference). 

48%

60%

21%

58%

26%

67%

23%

69%

29%

43%

36%

61%

38%

56%

30%

61%

29%

58%

All respondents

Felt very informed about the
 safety measures before working

Felt somewhat informed or less

Very satisfied with the PPE

Somewhat satisfied or less
with the PPE

Felt very safe with
the safety measures

Felt somewhat safe or less

Thought safety measures
 were very effective

Thought safety measures were
somewhat effective or less

% who said the working conditions were:

Quality of the working 
conditions according 
to those with higher 
or lower views of the 
safety measures

Figure 4: Opinions of the working conditions depended on opinions of the safety 
measures

Very good Fairly good

Q. Overall, would you say 
that the working 
conditions you 
experienced were…? 
Base: all respondents; 
n=383.
Source: Survey of 
Election Officers for the 
October 2020 By-
elections.
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• 88% of those who were very satisfied with the PPE said they were very likely to consider working again, 

compared with 74% of those who were somewhat satisfied with the PPE or less (a 14 percentage-point 

difference). 

• 93% of those who said the safety measures made them feel very safe said they were very likely to consider 

working again, compared with 72% of those who said the safety measures made them feel somewhat safe or 

less (a 21 percentage-point difference). 

• 93% of those who thought the COVID-19 safety measures were very effective said they were very likely to 

consider working again, compared with 74% of those who thought safety measures were somewhat effective 

or less (a 19 percentage-point difference). 

In addition, those who thought the overall working conditions were very good were also more likely to consider 

working in another election: 

• 94% of those who thought the working conditions were very good said they were very likely to consider 

working again, compared with 74% of those who thought conditions were fairly good or less (a 20 percentage-

point difference). 

 

84%

89%

71%

88%

74%

93%

72%

93%

74%

94%

74%

12%

9%

20%

9%

20%

7%

19%

6%

18%

5%

19%

All respondents

Felt very informed about the
 safety measures before working

Felt somewhat informed or less

Very satisfied with the PPE

Somewhat satisfied or less
with the PPE

Felt very safe with
the safety measures

Felt somewhat safe or less

Thought safety measures
 were very effective

Thought safety measures were
somewhat effective or less

Thought working conditions
 were very good

Thought working conditions
 were fairly good or less

% who were likely to consider working again:

Likelihood of working 
again, according to 
those with higher 
or lower views of the 
safety measures or 
working conditions

Figure 5: Likelihood of working in another election in a pandemic depended 
somewhat on opinions of the safety measures and working conditions

Very likely Somewhat likely

Q. If an election were to 
be called in the next year 
while the pandemic is 
ongoing, how likely would 
you be to consider 
working again?
Base: all respondents; 
n=383.
Source: Survey of 
Election Officers for the 
October 2020 By-
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Overall, the most notable gaps in likeliness to work again were between election officers who thought the safety 

measures were very safe and very effective versus those who said they were somewhat safe and somewhat 

effective or less. This is because more election officers gave responses of “somewhat safe” and “somewhat 

effective” than gave responses of “somewhat informed” and “somewhat satisfied with the PPE.”4  

In addition, the effect of these gaps on the likelihood of working again was comparable to the effect of having a 

lower opinion of the overall working conditions. 

Taken together, the results suggest that election officers’ views of the working conditions and willingness to work 

again during the pandemic might be improved first and foremost by making sure election officers themselves feel 

as safe as possible. 

                                                      

4 That is, 49% of respondents thought the safety measures were very effective and 46% thought the safety measures were somewhat effective 

or less. In comparison, only 29% of respondents felt very informed about the safety measures before working. This means, for example, that 

the lower willingness to work again among those who thought safety measures were somewhat effective has more weight on overall 

willingness to work than does a lower willingness to work among those who felt somewhat informed. 
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Methodological Notes 

The special edition of the Survey of Election Officers for the October 26, 2020 by-elections was developed and 

conducted by the Research Division of the Public Affairs and Civic Education branch, with fieldwork taking place 

from November 18 to December 3, 2020. 

All election officers who completed their training to work at the ordinary and advance polls during the October 26, 

2020 by-elections held in Toronto Centre and York Centre were invited via email to complete a 5- to 10-minute 

online survey hosted on the Voxco platform. Up to two reminders were sent to maximize response rates. An 

attempt was made to invite 761 election officers, although invitations to eight email addresses (1%) were found to 

be undeliverable.  

In total, 386 election officers responded, for an overall response rate of 51%. The response rate for Toronto 

Centre was higher at 55% (204 of 370) than for York Centre, where it was 47% (182 of 391). 

No random procedures were used to select survey participants, so the results have no margins of sampling error. 

There is a possibility of non-random errors that may cause bias in the results, although the degree of bias from 

non-response is expected to be low, given the above-average overall response rate, and because results across 

electoral districts were found to be comparable, notwithstanding their different response rates. 
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Appendix 1: Additional Topline Results  

Training for working during the pandemic 

• 89% of election officers for the by-elections agreed that the training they received prepared them to do the job 

effectively with COVID-19 safety measures in place, including 53% who strongly agreed. 

• Those who did not feel prepared by the training (11%) tended to suggest that more hands-on training and 

more information on the COVID-19 safety measures and equipment would have improved the training.  

How well electors observed COVID-19 safety measures when voting  

• 96% of election officers said that electors understood the instructions on how to vote safely, including 59% 

who said that electors understood the instructions very well.  

• 94% of election officers said that electors practiced physical distancing well while in the building, including 

60% who said that electors practiced physical distancing very well.  

• 98% of election officers said that electors did well at wearing masks while inside, including 83% who said 

electors did very well.  

• 88% of election officers thought electors did well at using the hand sanitizer provided, with 53% saying 

electors did very well. 

• 88% of election officers thought the building where they worked offered enough room for electors to practice 

social distancing. 

Voting services and counting process under the new operational model 

• 89% of deputy returning officers (DROs) agreed that it was easy to process voters on their own without 

needing support, with 45% saying they strongly agreed.  

• On the other hand, 63% of central poll supervisors (CPSs) agreed that they often had to step in to support the 

DROs as they processed voters, with 29% saying they strongly agreed.  

• Among those involved in the ballot-counting process, 96% said that the process went well, including 76% who 

said it went very well.  

General concerns about COVID-19 

• 72% of election officers said they are concerned about personally becoming sick from COVID-19, with 28% 

saying they are very concerned.  

• 80% said they are concerned about friends or family becoming sick, with 46% saying they are very 

concerned.  

• 80% also said they are concerned about people in their community becoming sick, with 40% saying they are 

very concerned.  

• 27% of election officers said they consider themselves or someone in their immediate circle to be at high risk 

for COVID-19.  



 Results from the October 2020 By-election Survey of Election Officers | Research Focus 

Prepared by PACE Research – February 2021 Page | 10 

Appendix 2: Survey Results by Electoral District5 

Table 1: Experience Working During the October 
2020 By-elections 

Total 
(n ≤ 386) 

Electoral District 

Toronto Centre 
(n ≤ 204) 

York Centre 
(n ≤ 182) 

Where did you learn about the opportunity to work in the federal by-election? (n = 386) 

Elections Canada brochure or leaflet 1.3% 2.0% 0.5% 

Radio 1.8% 1.0% 2.7% 

Television 7.3% 5.4% 9.3% 

Newspaper 2.3% 2.0% 2.7% 

Elections Canada website or social media platforms 28.0% 31.9% 23.6% 

Word of mouth (friends, relatives, colleagues) 33.4% 30.9% 36.3% 

Another election officer  15.8% 11.8% 20.3% 

Other Internet website (other than Elections Canada 
website) 

4.7% 3.9% 5.5% 

Candidates and political parties 2.8% 3.9% 1.6% 

Worked in a previous election 49.0% 50.5% 47.3% 

School 1.3% 1.0% 1.6% 

Other 2.8% 2.0% 3.8% 

What positions did you hold at the polls during the by-election? (n =383) 

Central poll supervisor (CPS) 23.5% 20.7% 26.7% 

Information officer (IO) 24.8% 26.6% 22.8% 

Registration officer (RegO)  18.0% 17.7% 18.3% 

Deputy returning officer (DRO)  40.7% 40.4% 41.1% 

What was the main appeal of working in the by-election for you? (n = 386) 

Participating in democracy 32.6% 40.2% 24.2% 

Being involved in the community 24.4% 23.0% 25.8% 

The opportunity for paid work 37.6% 31.4% 44.5% 

Other  4.7% 4.9% 4.4% 

Some people were unable or decided not to show up for all of their scheduled shifts for a variety of reasons. 
Which of the following best describes you? (n = 386) 

I was absent for at least one of my scheduled shifts 2.6% 2.5% 2.7% 

I was present for all of my scheduled shifts  96.6% 97.1% 96.2% 

                                                      

5 Certain rows of data may have been omitted from the tables for readability or confidentiality; namely, responses of “don’t know” or “prefer not 

to say,” or identifying characteristics where proportions represent a small number of respondents. 
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Table 1: Experience Working During the October 
2020 By-elections 

Total 
(n ≤ 386) 

Electoral District 

Toronto Centre 
(n ≤ 204) 

York Centre 
(n ≤ 182) 

Which type of polling station did you work at? (n = 383) 

Advance poll 5.7% 3.0% 8.9% 

Polling day  78.1% 81.3% 74.4% 

Advance poll and polling day  16.2% 15.8% 16.7% 

As an election officer, how would you rate your overall level of satisfaction with the way the by-election went at 
your polling place? (n = 383) 

Very satisfied  64.2% 63.5% 65.0% 

Somewhat satisfied  30.3% 31.0% 29.4% 

Not very satisfied 3.1% 3.0% 3.3% 

Not at all satisfied  2.3% 2.5% 2.2% 

Agree/disagree: As a DRO, it was easy to process voters on my own without needing support. (n = 156) 

Strongly agree 44.9% 37.8% 52.7% 

Somewhat agree 43.6% 45.1% 41.9% 

Somewhat disagree 7.1% 11.0% 2.7% 

Strongly disagree 4.5% 6.1% 2.7% 

Agree/disagree: As a CPS, I often had to step in to support the DROs as they processed voters. (n = 90) 

Strongly agree 28.9% 28.6% 29.2% 

Somewhat agree 34.4% 40.5% 29.2% 

Somewhat disagree 21.1% 14.3% 27.1% 

Strongly disagree 14.4% 16.7% 12.5% 

If you were involved in the ballot-counting process, would you say that process went…? (n = 383) 

Very well 76.1% 77.0% 75.0% 

Somewhat well 20.3% 20.2% 20.4% 

Not very well 2.1% 1.6% 2.6% 

Not well at all  1.5% 1.1% 2.0% 

How satisfied are you with your hourly rate of pay? (n = 383) 

Very satisfied 31.1% 34.0% 27.8% 

Somewhat satisfied  48.6% 47.3% 50.0% 

Not very satisfied  14.9% 13.3% 16.7% 

Not at all satisfied  4.4% 4.4% 4.4% 

Overall, would you say that the working conditions you experienced were…? (n = 383) 
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Table 1: Experience Working During the October 
2020 By-elections 

Total 
(n ≤ 386) 

Electoral District 

Toronto Centre 
(n ≤ 204) 

York Centre 
(n ≤ 182) 

Very good 48.3% 47.3% 49.4% 

Fairly good 43.3% 44.8% 41.7% 

Not very good 6.0% 5.9% 6.1% 

Not good at all  2.3% 2.0% 2.8% 

Agree/disagree: The training I received prepared me to do the job effectively with COVID-19 safety measures in 
place. (n = 386) 

Strongly agree 53.1% 46.6% 60.4% 

Somewhat agree 36.0% 38.7% 33.0% 

Somewhat disagree 8.3% 11.3% 4.9% 

Strongly disagree  2.3% 2.9% 1.6% 

When you first went in to work at the poll, how informed did you feel you were about the COVID-19 safety 
measures that were in place? (n = 383) 

Very informed 70.8% 63.5% 78.9% 

Somewhat informed  25.1% 32.0% 17.2% 

Not very informed  3.7% 3.9% 3.3% 

Not at all informed  0.5% 0.5% 0.6% 

When working at the poll, how well would you say electors… understood the instructions on how to vote safely? 
(n = 383) 

Very well 58.5% 55.7% 61.7% 

Somewhat well 37.3% 39.4% 35.0% 

Not very well 2.6% 2.5% 2.8% 

Not well at all 1.0% 1.5% 0.6% 

When working at the poll, how well would you say electors… practiced physical distancing in the building? (n = 
383) 

Very well 59.5% 57.6% 61.7% 

Somewhat well 34.2% 35.0% 33.3% 

Not very well 4.4% 4.9% 3.9% 

Not well at all  1.3% 1.5% 1.1% 

When working at the poll, how well would you say electors… wore masks while inside? (n = 383) 

Very well 83.3% 84.7% 81.7% 

Somewhat well 14.9% 12.8% 17.2% 

Not very well 0.5% 0.5% 0.6% 

Not well at all  0.8% 1.0% 0.6% 
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Table 1: Experience Working During the October 
2020 By-elections 

Total 
(n ≤ 386) 

Electoral District 

Toronto Centre 
(n ≤ 204) 

York Centre 
(n ≤ 182) 

When working at the poll, how well would you say electors… used the hand sanitizer provided? (n = 383) 

Very well 52.7% 49.3% 56.7% 

Somewhat well 34.7% 36.5% 32.8% 

Not very well  8.1% 9.4% 6.7% 

Not well at all  2.1% 2.5% 1.7% 

Did the building where you worked offer enough room for electors to practice social distancing? (n = 383) 

Yes 87.7% 87.7% 87.8% 

No 11.2% 11.3% 11.1% 

Overall, would you say that during your working hours the flow of electors at the polls went…? (n = 383) 

Very smoothly 68.4% 66.0% 71.1% 

Somewhat smoothly  28.7% 30.5% 26.7% 

Not very smoothly  2.1% 2.5% 1.7% 

Not at all smoothly  0.8% 1.0% 0.6% 

How satisfied were you with the personal protective equipment that was provided to you? (n = 383) 

Very satisfied  69.5% 66.5% 72.8% 

Somewhat satisfied  23.8% 27.1% 20.0% 

Not very satisfied  5.0% 3.9% 6.1% 

Not at all satisfied  1.8% 2.5% 1.1% 

When thinking about your experience working at the polls, would you say that the safety measures in place for 
COVID-19 made you feel… (n = 383) 

Very safe 55.9% 53.2% 58.9% 

Somewhat safe 38.1% 40.4% 35.6% 

Somewhat unsafe  2.6% 3.4% 1.7% 

Very unsafe  1.6% 2.0% 1.1% 

Agree/disagree: The COVID-19 safety measures in place at the polls made my job difficult to do. (n = 383) 

Strongly agree 6.5% 6.9% 6.1% 

Somewhat agree 24.3% 22.7% 26.1% 

Somewhat disagree 23.0% 23.6% 22.2% 

Strongly disagree  44.6% 44.8% 44.4% 

How effective would you say the safety measures in place at the polls were for reducing the spread of COVID-19? 
(n = 383) 

Very effective 49.3% 49.3% 49.4% 
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Table 1: Experience Working During the October 
2020 By-elections 

Total 
(n ≤ 386) 

Electoral District 

Toronto Centre 
(n ≤ 204) 

York Centre 
(n ≤ 182) 

Somewhat effective  39.9% 40.4% 39.4% 

Somewhat ineffective 3.7% 5.9% 1.1% 

Very ineffective  2.1% 1.0% 3.3% 

If an election were to be called in the next year while the pandemic is ongoing, how likely would you be to 
consider working again? (n = 383) 

Very likely 83.6% 83.7% 83.3% 

Somewhat likely  12.3% 12.3% 12.2% 

Somewhat unlikely  1.6% 2.0% 1.1% 

Very unlikely  1.8% 2.0% 1.7% 

 

Table 2: Concerns about COVID-19 
Total 

(n ≤ 386) 

Electoral District 

Toronto Centre 
(n ≤ 204) 

York Centre 
(n ≤ 182) 

In general, how concerned are you about … you personally becoming sick from COVID-19? (n = 386) 

Very concerned  28.2% 25.5% 31.3% 

Somewhat concerned  43.3% 42.2% 44.5% 

Not that concerned  13.7% 16.2% 11.0% 

Not at all concerned  10.9% 13.2% 8.2% 

In general, how concerned are you about … friends or family becoming sick? (n = 386) 

Very concerned  45.9% 40.2% 52.2% 

Somewhat concerned  34.5% 38.2% 30.2% 

Not that concerned  7.8% 10.3% 4.9% 

Not at all concerned  8.3% 8.8% 7.7% 

In general, how concerned are you about … people in your community becoming sick? (n = 386) 

Very concerned  40.4% 38.7% 42.3% 

Somewhat concerned  39.4% 40.2% 38.5% 

Not that concerned  9.6% 11.3% 7.7% 

Not at all concerned  6.0% 6.4% 5.5% 

Do you consider yourself, or someone in your immediate social circle, to be at high risk for COVID-19? (n = 386) 

Yes 26.7% 26.5% 26.9% 

No 57.0% 58.3% 55.5% 
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Table 3: Respondent Characteristics 
Total 

(n ≤ 386) 

Electoral District 

Toronto Centre 
(n ≤ 204) 

York Centre 
(n ≤ 182) 

Gender (n = 386) 

Female 53.4% 52.0% 54.9% 

Male 43.8% 45.6% 41.8% 

Age Group (n = 385) 

16 to 34 years  21.0% 21.2% 20.9% 

35 to 54 years 24.2% 29.1% 18.7% 

55 to 64 years 21.8% 22.2% 21.4% 

65 years  14.8% 13.8% 15.9% 

Prefer not to say  18.2% 13.8% 23.1% 

Education (n = 385) 

Completed high school or less 13.2% 10.8% 15.9% 

Completed college or some post-secondary  27.5% 27.1% 28.0% 

Completed university  57.7% 60.1% 54.9% 

Disability or health condition (n = 384) 

Have a disability/health condition  17.4% 19.3% 15.4% 

No disability/health condition  76.8% 73.3% 80.8% 

 



 

 

Proposed COVID-19 Pandemic Measures – Comparative Table: CEO’s Special Report / Bill C-19 / PROC Interim Report  

 

1 
 

 
On October 5, 2020, the Special Report of the Chief Electoral Officer: Administering an Election during the COVID-19 Pandemic was tabled in the House of Commons. In his report, the 

Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) recommended the study and adoption of a new statute that would temporarily modify certain provisions in the Canada Elections Act (the CEA) in order to 

improve the delivery of an election during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

On October 20, the House of Commons Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs (PROC) agreed to undertake a study on the “Conduct of a Federal Election during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic.” The committee heard from a number of witnesses, including the CEO, representatives of other electoral management bodies, and federal and provincial public 

health authorities.   

On December 10, the Honourable Dominic LeBlanc introduced Bill C-19, An Act to amend the Canada Elections Act (COVID-19 response). Rather than a standalone bill, as 

recommended by the CEO, the Bill introduces a new part of the CEA that would stay in force until the CEO, in consultation with the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada, decides the 

measures are no longer necessary. The measures would cease six months after the CEO publishes a notice in the Canada Gazette. A majority of the Bill comes into force 90 days after 

Royal Assent; the exceptions are provisions related to voting in long-term care facilities and to the CEO’s adaptation powers, which come into force upon Royal Assent.  

On December 11, PROC tabled an interim report in the House of Commons, entitled Interim Report: Protecting Public Health and Democracy During a Possible Pandemic Election. The 

interim report provides an overview of the Committee’s study and witness testimony, makes recommendations for legislative change, and provides operational suggestions for Elections 

Canada. It requests a Government response within 120 calendar days (April 10, 2021). Each of the four political parties represented on the Committee provided a supplementary opinion 

to the interim report. 

The following table compares the measures proposed in the CEO’s special report, Bill C-19, PROC’s interim report, and supplementary opinions presented by the four political parties 

represented on PROC. 

https://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=res&dir=rep/oth/sprep&document=index&lang=e
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=11031427
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/PROC/report-7
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Area of regulation Special Report of the Chief Electoral 
Officer: Administering an Election 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Bill C-19 An Act to amend the Canada 
Elections Act (COVID-19 response) 

Interim Report: Protecting Public 
Health and Democracy During a 
Possible Pandemic Election (PROC) 

Supplementary Opinions – PROC 
Interim Report  

Length of writ 
period for an 
election in a 
pandemic period 

The Government is encouraged to set the 
longest possible writ period (51 days).1 

N/A N/A CPC recommendation to Government: 
Consider setting the longest allowable writ 
period.  
 
NDP recommendation to Government: 
Set the longest allowable writ period.  
 

Ordinary polling 
days  

Two polling days: Open polls for 8 hours 
on Saturday and Sunday.   
 

Three polling days: Open polls for 8 hours 
on Saturday and Sunday, plus 12 hours on 
Monday. 
 
New rules reflecting the three-day polling 
period, including:  
• Allowing returning officers (ROs), with 

CEO approval, to establish a polling 
station in different premises for one or 
more days during the polling period. 

• Adding procedures for examination and 
sealing of the ballot box and closing of 
the polling station over the three-day 
period. 

  

Three polling days: Open polls for 12 
hours on Saturday, Sunday and Monday. 
 
 

BQ recommendation to Government: 
Two polling days: Open polls for 8 hours 
on Saturday and Sunday.   

Adjustments to 
electoral calendar 

Adjust the electoral calendar to reflect the 
move to a Saturday and Sunday polling 
period.  
 
The Chief Electoral Officer would publish 
an updated electoral calendar without 
delay after the beginning of the election 
period. 

Adjust the electoral calendar to reflect the 
three-day period. Notably: 
• Close of nominations (Day 21) falls on 

a Saturday. 
• End of revision period and deadline for 

application for special ballot (Day 6) 
falls on a Sunday. 

N/A N/A 

                                                             
1 Not included in the CEO’s Special Report, but in the CEO’s speech to PROC when discussing the Special Report.  
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Area of regulation Special Report of the Chief Electoral 
Officer: Administering an Election 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Bill C-19 An Act to amend the Canada 
Elections Act (COVID-19 response) 

Interim Report: Protecting Public 
Health and Democracy During a 
Possible Pandemic Election (PROC) 

Supplementary Opinions – PROC 
Interim Report  

 CEO has new power to move certain 
dates (other than close of nominations) in 
election period by two days forward or 
backward. 
 
Bill C-19 also updates definitions and 
terminology to reflect polling “period” 
instead of “day,” beginning on the 
Saturday instead of the Monday, including:  
• Pre-election period and polling period, 

fixed-election date, hours of voting 
(including extension in case of an 
emergency), deadline for return of 
election material, and incurred 
expenses. 

 

Advance polling Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
before the polling period (Days 11, 10, 9, 
8), for 8 hours. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
before the polling period (Days 11, 10, 9, 
8), for 12 hours. 
 

N/A N/A 

Deadline for mail-
in ballots 

6 p.m. on the Monday following the 
Sunday polling day. 

6 p.m. on polling day Monday. If Monday 
falls on a holiday, 6 p.m. on Tuesday.  
 

N/A CPC recommendation to Government:  
That any ballots received after the close of 
polls on election day not be counted. 
 

Vote by mail / 
special ballot 

N/A Place secure drop boxes for depositing 
marked mail-in ballots at every RO office, 
as well as advance and polling period 
places. In the case of polling places, there 
can be a separate ballot box inside the 
polling place instead of a secure box 
outside. 

 

N/A CPC recommendations to EC:  
• Reconcile the number of special ballots 

received with the number of special 
ballots distributed.  

• Offer candidates up-to-date information 
on who has received mail-in ballots 
throughout the writ period.  
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Area of regulation Special Report of the Chief Electoral 
Officer: Administering an Election 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Bill C-19 An Act to amend the Canada 
Elections Act (COVID-19 response) 

Interim Report: Protecting Public 
Health and Democracy During a 
Possible Pandemic Election (PROC) 

Supplementary Opinions – PROC 
Interim Report  

Allow the use of electronic applications for 
special ballots, using information such as 
identification numbers held in a database 
by Elections Canada. 
 
Allow electors who have applied for and 
received a special ballot to vote by other 
means if it is authorized by the RO, the 
elector returns their unused ballot to a 
designated election officer, or if the elector 
makes a prescribed solemn declaration. 
 

 
NDP recommendations to EC:  
• Increase accessibility of vote-by-mail 

application process through online, in-
person and phone applications. 

• Consider a partnership with Canada 
Post for in-person registration at postal 
outlets.  

• Maintain polling locations on university 
and college campuses.  
 

Long-term care 
(LTC) facilities 

More discretion regarding how and when 
the vote is administered in LTC facilities, 
including establishing polls in an LTC 
facility, or a part of that facility, during the 
period that begins on the 13th day prior to 
the first day of the voting period and that 
ends on the last day of the voting period. 

Establish polls in LTC facilities (one or 
more, or just part of one) in the 13-day 
period before ordinary polling day, and for 
not more than 12 hours in a facility (rising 
to 28 hours when the 3-day polling period 
comes into force).  
 
Includes integrity-related measures for 
opening polling stations, including opening 
and sealing of the ballot box in full view of 
candidates or their representatives and 
securely storing the ballot box for 
subsequent days and until votes are 
counted. 

Authorize the CEO to strengthen voting 
procedures for the conduct of voting in 
LTC facilities, considering local 
circumstances and the rules in force in 
each of the provinces. 
 
Recommendations to EC: 
• Do everything in its power to protect the 

health and safety of seniors in LTC 
facilities, including by offering 
alternative voting methods. 

• Consult public health authorities and 
LTC facilities on a safe and mutually-
agreeable way to conduct the vote.  

• Consider identifying and training non-

medical staff and volunteers for each 
LTC facility to assist residents to vote. 

• Consider how rapid testing of election 

officers may increase safety of 
residents of LTC facilities. 

LPC recommendations to EC: 
• Limit the number of EC staff entering 

LTC facilities. 
• Promote alternative and remote voting 

methods for LTC and other congregate 
settings. 

• Ensure that LTC facility staff are not 

asked to facilitate the vote.  
 

CPC recommendation to EC:  
Develop a task force with national and 
regional stakeholders to consult 
extensively with LTC facilities, to 
determine a safe and mutually agreeable 
way to conduct the vote, including how 
rapid testing of EC employees may 
increase the safety of residents. 
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Area of regulation Special Report of the Chief Electoral 
Officer: Administering an Election 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Bill C-19 An Act to amend the Canada 
Elections Act (COVID-19 response) 

Interim Report: Protecting Public 
Health and Democracy During a 
Possible Pandemic Election (PROC) 

Supplementary Opinions – PROC 
Interim Report  

• Make election officers responsible for 
helping residents vote / for collecting 
marked ballots, to ensure safe voting 
and to prevent fraud or irregularities. 

 

CEO power to 
adapt the Act 

Expand the CEO’s adaptation power to 
provide additional flexibility to respond to 
pandemic-related circumstances. 

Expand the CEO’s adaptation power to  
allow for adaptations where necessary to 
protect the health and safety of electors 
and election officers. 
 
 

Temporarily allow the CEO to adapt the 
CEA where necessary for safety, health or 
security reasons, in consultation with 
public health officials and the Advisory 
Committee of Political Parties (ACPP), and 
publicly communicate each adaptation. 
 
 

CPC recommendations to EC:  
• Table before Parliament for review and 

approval lists of expected situations, as 
well as actions that would remain 
prohibited under the expanded 
adaptation power.  

• Make unanticipated adaptations require 

the approval of the ACPP, with input of 
health officials.  

 
BQ recommendation to Government: 
Expand power to adapt to: 
• Allow candidates to collect signatures 

on nomination paper electronically.* 
• Broaden recruitment among 16 to 18-

year olds.* 
• Assign workers from neighbouring 

constituencies in the event of a shortage 
of personnel.* 

 
(* These powers already exist in the CEA, but 

were presented by the BQ in relation to the 

adaptation power.) 

 

Accessibility & 
voter outreach 

N/A N/A N/A CPC recommendations to EC:  
• Ensure all voting locations and 

alternative voting methods are 
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Area of regulation Special Report of the Chief Electoral 
Officer: Administering an Election 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Bill C-19 An Act to amend the Canada 
Elections Act (COVID-19 response) 

Interim Report: Protecting Public 
Health and Democracy During a 
Possible Pandemic Election (PROC) 

Supplementary Opinions – PROC 
Interim Report  

accessible for electors with disabilities, 
or who do not wish to leave their home. 

• Include specific guidance for those 
vulnerable to COVID-19 and extensive 
information on mail-in voting in the voter 
information campaign. 

 
NDP recommendations to EC:  
• Consult with disability stakeholder 

organizations and create a list of 
accommodations to help overcome long-
standing barriers and new challenges 
encountered because of the pandemic. 

• Proactively reach out to Indigenous 
communities to discuss pandemic-
related issues, as well as to establish 
polling stations, provide training, and 
facilitate mail-in voting. 

 

Other  N/A N/A Recommendation to EC: 
Recruit more poll workers and thereby 
shorten shifts. 

CPC recommendation to Government:  
Make rapid tests available to EC for the 
purpose of conducting an election during 
the pandemic (not specific to any 
workers/situations). 
 
NDP recommendation to EC: 
Convene ACPP immediately to establish 
guidelines for campaigning that are 
consistent with public health advice. 

 



Stéphane Perrault 
Chief Electoral Officer 
Elections Canada 
30 Victoria Street 
Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0M6 

Montreal, December 2, 2020 

Subject: Barriers to universal suffrage for people with physical disabilities 

Dear Mr. Perrault:

I am writing to you today to inform you of strong concerns regarding serious barriers 

that many citizens in my electoral district are facing. In the last federal election, a visually 

impaired person living in Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie was unable to exercise their right 

to vote despite their prior request for access to a braille ballot. Another citizen, with a 

leg disability, had major difficulties accessing their assigned polling station because it 

was not universally accessible. Similar situations were reported to us in other Canadian 

electoral districts.  

According to Elections Canada, it appears that the organization guarantees the 

provision of braille ballots (template) and large print ballots everywhere in Canada. 

In addition, a Canadian legislative initiative requires that Elections Canada report 

on the accessibility of polling stations. 

Access to voting for voters with a physical disability is essential to ensuring that their 

individual rights and freedoms are respected. Limiting or restricting the electoral 

participation of citizens is a serious violation of human rights as stipulated in the 

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

I am therefore asking you to assess the situation and to strengthen inclusive 

measures that facilitate and promote universal access to the vote in each electoral 

district in Canada. 

Sincerely, 

Alexandre Boulerice 

Member of Parliament for Rosemont—
La Petite-Patrie 

NDP Deputy Leader 

Daniel Blaikie
Member of Parliament for 

Elmwood—Transcona 

NDP Democratic Reform Critic 



Le directeur général des élections • The Chief Electoral Officer 

Monday, December 14, 2020 

Alexandre Boulerice 
1453 Beaubien Street East, Suite 208 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2G 3C6 

Our ref.: 2020-102429  

Dear Mr. Boulerice: 

Thank you for drawing my attention to situations involving accessibility in federal elections. 
Elections Canada places great importance on the accessibility of its services to Canadians. In 
this regard, our strategic plan highlights our commitment to offer Canadians electoral 
information and services that meet their needs and that provide an equal opportunity to 
participate in the electoral process. 

To this end, Elections Canada has an Advisory Group on Disability Issues to help us understand 
the different situations faced by our constituents and to improve our service offering. In fact, we 
have an accessibility service policy and service offering as well as a policy on selecting polling 
locations that imposes rigorous criteria. Control measures are in place and we actively solicit 
feedback on our services to ensure their quality and to understand the voter experience. 

Despite these efforts, situations may arise that do not meet our expectations and commitments. 
It is important to understand these particular situations in order to be able to address them. To 
this end, I invite you to encourage constituents in your electoral district who faced challenges 
in the last federal election to contact 1-800-463-6868 so that we can learn about the issues and 
where and under what circumstances they occurred. For questions related to our accessibility 
policy, you may also contact Juan Melara-Pinada at Juan.Melara-Pineda@elections.ca.  

30, rue Victoria / 30 Victoria Street, Gatineau, Canada K1A 0M6 • 819-939-1810 / 1-800-463-6868 
Télécopieur / Fax: 819-939-1811 • ATS / TTY 1-800-361-8935 • www.elections.ca

EC 80220-V (10/2013) 

CANADA 



Rest assured that accessibility and inclusion remain our top priorities and that we are always 
striving for an optimal experience for all constituents. 

Sincerely, 

The Chief Electoral Officer 

Stéphane Perrault 

c.c.: Daniel Blaikie, Member of Parliament for Elmwood–Transcona, NPD Democratic 
Reform Critic 
       Michelle Perrault, Returning Officer, Rosemont–La Petite-Patrie (24064) 

30, rue Victoria / 30 Victoria Street, Gatineau, Canada K1A 0M6 • 819-939-1810 / 1-800-463-6868 
Télécopieur / Fax: 819-939-1811 • ATS / TTY 1-800-361-8935 • www.elections.ca

EC 80220-V (10/2013) 
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