
Summary of associations’ options

A.	 No change of district boundaries – no change to 
the status of an existing registered association: 
The association is automatically continued once 
the new representation order comes into force; 
it does not have to file any paperwork with 
Elections Canada.

B.	 Change of district boundaries – existing 
registered association files a notice of 
continuation with Elections Canada within the 
prescribed time limit: The registered association 
will continue for the new district once the new 
representation order comes into force.

C.	 Change of district boundaries – existing 
registered association fails to file a notice of 
continuation with Elections Canada within the 
prescribed time limit: The registered association 
will be automatically deregistered on the day the 
new representation order comes into force.

D.	 Association applies to register under the future 
boundaries: The association may be registered 
for a new district before the new representation 
order comes into force. Registration entails 
financial and administrative obligations: the 
association will have all of the rights and 
obligations of a registered association as set out 
in the Canada Elections Act even before the new 
representation order comes into force.

Option A:	  �No change of district 
boundaries

Where the new representation order does not 
change the boundaries of an electoral district, 
a registered association for that district will be 
automatically continued. The association does not 
have to apply again. No paperwork is required.  

Option B:	  �Change of district  
boundaries – Continuation

A registered association for an electoral district 
whose boundaries are changing can avoid 
deregistration by filing General Form – Electoral 
District Association (form EC 20383) with Elections 
Canada, stating under Section B that it will continue 
as the registered association for an electoral district 
described in the new representation order.

The chief executive officer of the association 
may file such a notice after the representation 
order is proclaimed. The form must be received at 
Elections Canada before the day on which the new 
representation order comes into force. If the next 
general election is held on the fixed election date of 
October 19, 2015, the filing deadline will likely fall in 
September 2015. The notice must be accompanied 
by the signed declaration and consent of the leader 
of the registered party with which the electoral 
district association is affiliated. It is thus imperative 
that registered associations consult with their 
registered party before filing a notice of continuation.

General information

The boundaries of the current 308 federal electoral districts are presently being revised. The 338 new districts 
will be described in a representation order, which is expected to be proclaimed in September 2013. The new 
boundaries will come into force on the day Parliament is dissolved for the first general election taking place 
at least seven months after the new representation order is proclaimed. That election is currently expected in 
October 2015. 

As electoral district boundaries change, so will the registered associations that exist in respect of those districts. 
The Canada Elections Act (s. 403.22) and the Electoral Boundaries Readjustment Act (s. 25(3)) allow registered 
parties and their existing registered associations to adjust from the current 308 electoral districts to the future 
338 electoral districts before the coming into force of the new representation order.

Information on the Effect of the  
New Representation Order on  
Registered Associations



The official names of future electoral districts will 
be available once the new representation order 
is proclaimed. This information will be posted on 
the Elections Canada website at the time of the 
proclamation.

Any registered association that is continued under 
this process keeps the same rights, administrative 
obligations and financial obligations of a registered 
association under the legislation, without interruption. 
This option therefore provides a simple way for an 
existing association to seamlessly continue as the 
registered association for a new district, with minimal 
administrative work.

Option C:	 �Change of district  
boundaries – No continuation

Where the boundaries of an electoral district  
are changing under the new representation order, 
even only slightly, any registered association for the 
changed district will be automatically deregistered 
on the day on which the new representation order 
comes into force, unless a notice of continuation is 
filed (see Option B).

A deregistered association is required to file 
outstanding financial documents as well as a 
Registered Association Financial Transactions 
Return (form EC 20081) within six months after  
its deregistration. 

If a registered association is deregistered because 
the boundaries of the electoral district have changed, 
it can dispose of its assets by transferring goods or 
funds to the registered party with which it is affiliated, 
or to any of the registered associations of that party, 
for up to six months after the deregistration, without 
such a transfer being considered a contribution.

Option D:	 �Association applies to register 
under future boundaries

If an association wishes to register for one of the 
future 338 electoral districts, it does not have to wait 
until the districts come into force on the dissolution  
of Parliament before a general election.

Rather, the chief executive officer of an association 
may file General Form – Electoral District Association 
(form EC 20383) with Elections Canada as soon as 
the new representation order is proclaimed (expected 
in September 2013), indicating under Section B  
that it wishes to register for a future district. The 
completed application must be accompanied by the 
signed declaration and consent of the leader of the 
registered party with which the electoral district 
association is affiliated. 

Such a registration is effective immediately, even if 
the electoral district has not been formally created.

It is important to remember that registration entails 
administrative and financial obligations. Once the 
association is registered, it will have all of the rights 
and obligations of a registered association as set out 
in the Canada Elections Act, including the obligations 
to file the Annual Statement of Registry Information 
(form EC 20056 – due by May 31 every year), report 
changes to the information in the association’s 
registry record within 30 days after changes occur, file 
the Statement of Registered Association Assets and 
Liabilities (form EC 20031 – due within six months 
of registration), and file the Registered Association 
Financial Transactions Return (form EC 20081 – due 
by May 31 every year). 

Questions? 
Please contact us if you have questions. 

Elections Canada

Registration Unit, Political Financing

257 Slater Street

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0M6

Tel: 1-800-486-6563 (toll-free)

TTY: 1-800-361-8935 (toll-free)

Fax: 1-877-877-9517 (toll-free)

E-mail: political.financing@elections.ca

Website: www.elections.ca


